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THE 1985 MEMORIAL LECTURER

WILLIAM R. HORSFALL

The 1985 AMCA Memorial Lecturer is an
American scientist and professor with a distin-
guished record of contributions in research,
education and consultation in various fields of
entomolog:y, especially medical-veterinary en-
tomology and insect bionomics. His main inter-
est and expertise are in the physiology, ecology
and biology of floodwater mosquitoes in the
midwestern United States and subarctic mos-
quitoes of Canada and Alaska. He has also con-
tributed to the bionomics of blister beetles,
grasshoppers, chinch bug, clover leaf weevil,
Putnam scale. bean weevils. sawflies and
scarabaeid beetles.

Professor Horsfall received a B.Sc. degree in
1928 from the University of Arkansas, a M.Sc.
from Kansas State University in 1929, and a
Ph.D. degree from Cornell University in 1933
at the age of 25. At Cornell University his mqjor
professor was G. W. Herrick, whose mentor was
John Henry Comstock. Dr. Horsfall started his
professional career as a Professor of Biology at
the University of Arkansas in Monticello, Ar-
kansas, (1933-36). During 193il37 he was In-
structor of Entomology at the University of Ar-
kansas, Fayetteville. In 1937 he accepted a po-
sition as Assistant Professor of Entomology at
South Dakota College, but in 1938 returned to
Fayetteville as Associate Professor. During
World War II, Dr. Horsfall was granted a leave
of absence to join the Army and served in the
lTth Malaria Survey Unit in the Southwest
Pacific from 1943 to 1946. After the war. he left
active duty with the rank of Major, but re-
mained in the Army Reserves until his retire-
ment as Lieutenant Colonel in 1963.

Dr. Horsfall joined the faculty of the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1947 as
Assistant Professor (1947-52\, Associate Pro-
fessor (1952-57) and Professor (1957) to his

retirement in 1977. He still retains his ofFrce
and laboratory at,the Department of Entomol-
ogy as Professor Emeritus. During his career,
he has had numerous consultantships with
many organizations including WHO, TVA,
EPA, CDC,'RMMP, Slovak Academy of Sci-
ences, National Science Foundation, and mos-
quito abatement districts. He was appointed
visiting Professor of Entomology at Purdue
University during 1967-68.

As a scholar and professional, he received
many awards in the form of fellowships, grants
and merits. He was awarded the Kingsbury
Graduate Fellowship at Cornell University
(1929-30), The National Research Council
Grant (1935), several N.I.H. and N.S.F. grants,
a WHO travel grant to Europe, a merit award
from the Finnish Zoological Society, the Na-
tional Merit award from the AMCA, The
Wakefield Award for Excellent and Outstand-
ing Teaching from the University of lllinois,
and honorary memberships from the Illinois
and American Mosquito Control Associations in
1977 and 1982, respectively.

In his 30 years as an active faculty member of
the University of Illinois he trained over 40
graduate students. He authored three books,
including the classic, "Mosquitoes: Their
Bionomics and Relation to Disease," which
perhaps best exemplifies the meticulous detail
he imposes on his students and others in
exploring the existing literature before starting
a project. He authored and co-authored over
I l0 scientific papers and some 20 compilations
on subjects of medical and veterinary im-
portance. He continues to accumulate data on
the bionomics of Culex species mosquitoes, es-
pecially those being incriminated as vectors of
St. Louis encephalitis.




