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can be dore for the natlion.

Knowing these things, we shall be crimlnally negli-
gent 1f we do not prepare for a new kind of trouble more
dreadful than any we have ever Kknown.

The deadliness of Africa's malarla mosgquito can
scarcely be exaggerated. A sclentist of the Rockefeller
Foundatjion hLas warned us that one impregnated female
jiberated in the South could wipe out our civiligzation.

Do you doubt that any effort wlll be made tO bring
disease-carrying mosquitoes to our country? The Japs
heve already trled it in China. They are experimenting

and learning.

Refore this war ends - when the Germans and Japs
Legin to realize they cannot win - they will use every
desperate and dastardly weapon that science can produce,
Do you thirk them too humane to use disease germs?

Big officisls will do nothing - and laymen will
scoff - till it happens. Eut those who can had better
be making plans to fight a new kind of enemy.
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An Account of the 1942
Malaria Epldemic in India
By Sonia Tomarsa
New York Herald Tribune

in addition to the political and economic difficul~
ties it has to fight today, the Indian government is
confronted with 2 malaria epldemic which 18 taking hun-
dreds of thousands of lives. It is interfering seriously
with harvesting the rice and millet that now are ripe,
and with work in the factories., In some villages around
Delhl one in every four persons is stricken. This, I
believe, 1s the most severe epidemic in years, a&nd is
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aggravated by the sudden stoppage of guinine importsg,

The productlon in the United States of drugs to take f
the place of quinine ls considered here to be one of the
most important medical achlevements of war. 1 began tqg
hear about malarla as soon as I arrived here, but hesita-
ted to write about 1t until I had all the data. It came
in driblets from official and unofficlal clrcles.
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The epidemic usually recurs every seven years, Thig
time it walted nine years. The monsoon had been excep-
tionally long and the reins abundant, so that the riverg |
left their beds and flooded the plains of Punjabd, 8ind,
Delhi and the United Provinces of Bilkar, Bengal and Asgam.
In normal yeers 100,000,000 cases of Malaria are treated
In all Indlsz and 1,000,000 persons dle from it,

Higher Death Toll Expected

Thls year the figures are expected to be much Lhigher,
Wnen the ralns stopped the heat returned and the swollen
streams receded, leaving vast marshy surfaces, whleh are
ideal for breeding mosquitoes. The epldemic will last
another month,

Ninety-seven per cent of the guinine usually con-
sumed in Indla came from Java, and only 3 per cent is
grown here in the Madras and Bengal provinces. Twenty-
five tons of the existing stock have been taken over
for the Army, leaving seventy-five to ninety-five tons
for civillian use. The doctors complain of the shortage
and inefficacy of the quinine.

The price of guinine, which a year ago was three
rupees eight annas ($1.16) for 100 tablets, has Jjumped
to twelve rupees 81x annas, almost four times as mech.
Much of the drug has been withdrawn from the stores and
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pld In the black market at much higher prices. One tab-
et 0of atabrine, which is now conslidered more effective
han quinine for a complete cure, costs 15 cents, Both
lces cannot be pald by the poor, and i1t is the peasants
ving in the plalins who suffer most. ‘

In former times quinine was sold at a falr price at
e village post~offices, but it has disappeared, To
read the exlsting stocks over a longer perlod it was
anned to reduce the consumptlon of quinine by 25 per
pnt. It 1s no longer given as a prophylactic measure,
cept to troops who receive treatment before golng to
ie front and again on theilr return,

Blow to Medical Authoritles

The fall of Java has been a great blow to Indlan

pdical authorities. Twelve hundred acres now have been

lanted in Indla with cinchona trees, which 1n three

gars willl be old enough to be stripped and to yleld

parly 42,000 pounds of quinine. It has been declded to

Sopt the Russian method of letting the seedlings grow

r three years before stripping the bark. Thils differs

om the method used in Java where only the Bark of seven
twelve-year-0ld trees wsas used. FEven after three years,
intne production here will be insufficient,

An order has been placed in the United States for
» 000,000 tablets of a synthetic drug called mepacrine
4 in Britain for 15,000,000 tablets of pamiquin, The
erican drug 18 coming at the rate of 1,000,000 tablets
month and the British 100,000 monthly. The Army will
e supplied first., Little can be done under present con-
itions for the villages where the death rate 1s high.
e fear of death 1s accepted by Indlans with resignation
8 part of the karma, or fate imposed by previous incar-



