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NEWS AND NOTES

From Tarwan DoN PrerscH Reports in the
Second Quarterly Report for 1954, issued 1 July,
that his area was visited by Doctors Francisco
Dy and Archie Hess, who reviewed conditions in
Central Taiwan. Dr. Pletsch states that the
decentralization of the malaria control program,
undertaken concurrently with a considerable ex-
pansion, has met with a very enthusiastic and
helpful response from 4sien and township officials
in almost all instances. Training of 141 super-
visors, 652 foremen and 2,608 operators was
accomplished in the northern and eastern regions
and arrangements made for the local hire and
training of two additional helpers per team (1304
men). Additional training in the southern dis-
trict during July was planned to cover 223 fore-
men and 36 supervisors. Dr. Pletsch concludes
that residual spraying of houses has virtually
eliminated populations of Anopheles minimus and
has materially reduced populations of 4. Ahyrcanus
sinensis for at least a 12-month period.  In
Taiwan, . mimimus is normally a house in-
habiting anopheline and apparently is somewhat
more susceptible to DDT than is 4. sinensis. As
a result, malaria has been notably reduced in all
spraved areas. Don and his family have re-
turned for temporary duty in Washington, and
Don plans to return to Taiwan late in September.
BECAME HELEN

Heren Lourse TREMBLEY

Lourse DurkeE on June 18 in All Saints’ Epis-
copal  Church, Chevy Chase, Maryland, in a
double ring ceremony. Her husband, Mr. Ken-

neth M. Durkee, television engineer, is taking
charge of a new transmitter on Mt. Diablo, Cal-
ifornia, for KOVR. Mr. Durkee had previously
been the assistant Chief Engineer of WMAL-TV
in Washington, D. C. The couple left imme-
diately for the San Francisco Bay area, where
they expect to buy a home in Walnut Creek,
near Oakland. Dinnie Jensen, AMCA member,
attended as maid of honor and Dr. Herman
Ellingson, of Naval Ordinance, gave the bride in
marriage. Over 300 guests arttended, although
the wedding had been set ahead on short notice
because of Mr. Durkee’s unexpected change of
location, and Helen Louise’s house overflowed
afterward in an informal but beautifully decorated
reception for her many happy friends. Mr. and
Mrs. Durkee may be temporarily addressed at 189
Marshall Drive, Walnut Creek, and expect to
welcome AMCA members in their new home
soon.

Herex Loutse Durkers’s WEDDING somewhat
overshadowed the news that on June gth she had
been the recipient of the George Washington Uni-
versity Alumni Award for meritorious achieve-

ment, an honor which merits a very respectf
mention. It was given in recognition of he¢
fine work on mosquitoes, done while she w:
with the National Institutes of Health in Bethesd:
Maryland.

RusseLr, W. Gies, principal sanitary enginec
for the Department of Health of Penn>51vam
was the recipient also of an honor of another bu
no less distinguished sort. Dr. Luis Varga:
Entomology “Director of the Mexican Nation:
Institute of Health, informs us that he has name
a new species of Psychoda fly after Mr. Gie:
The newly-named insect, Synfomolaba gic.
Vargas. was discovered in Merida, Yucatan an:
has been found to be a transmitter of Onchoce
ciasis, a discase which may lead to blindnes:
Psychoda flies are not, of course, ordinarily tran:
mitters of discasc and the new species is rela
tively rare but its importance in a semi- tropxca
region is obvious. It was apparently found in th
neighborhood of the creeks and shallow stream
in the hilly coffee-growing regions of the statc
Mr. Gies, in expressing his pleasure at th
courtesy, adds that he had the pleasure of visiting
Dr. Vargas® excellent laboratories in Mexico Cit
last February.

A. S. West, Wro 15 Now Acrine CHIEF 0
THE ENnTOMOLOGY Brance or A. S. Division o
Camp Detrick, at Frederick, Maryland, may b
addressed at that position for the next 15 months
Inasmuch as Camp Detrick is so highly classified
it is highly unlikely that one will be able to sei
Dr. West, but it will be pleasant to have him onci
more in our midst, though invisible.

CoMMANDER Jorn D. DrCoursey, MSC, USN
is being transferred from the Naval Medical Fielc
Research Laboratory, Marine Barracks, Cam;j
Lejeune, N. C., to Naval Medical Research Um
No. 3, ¢/o American Embassy, Cairo, Egypt
where the Navy has long conducted some of it:
most interesting investigations.

Commanper KenneTe L. KnicaT, MSC, USN
is now in the Division of Preventive Medicine o!
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Washingtor
25, D. C. Dr. Knight replaces Dr. Holway a:
chief entomologist of that Division on a routin:
change of station.

Commanper Ricrarp T. Horway, MSC, USN
reaping the reward of faithful and efficient duty
in the Washington endurance test on which Dr
Knight now enters, is now stationed at Pear
Harbor, Hawaii. His new address is the Preven
tive Medicine Unit No. 6, Navy No. 128, FPO
% Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif.
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WiLLiam E. BECKEL, WRITING FROM THE DE-
NCE REsEarRcH NORTHERN LABORATORY at Ft.
wrchill, Manitoba, just slightly south of the
-ctic Circle, sends in an interesting observation
| the effects of aerial spraying. Although the
ta are not vet all collected, and Bill claims they
¢ “not worth much,” they seem to offer con-
lerable food for thought and are summarized
rewith., During the summers-of 1952 and
153, aerial spraying with DDT was carried out
\ a 10 square mile plot surrounding Ft.
wrchill.  Adult mosquitoes and blackflies were
fectively controlled for 5 to 6 days, after which
infestation occurred. However, unexpectedly, a
asiderable reduction was found in larval popula-
s in the open pools of the tundra, and some-
hat less so in forested areas.

After the second year of spraying, no larvae at
| were recorded in the tundra pools inside the
rayed zone. During the past summer of 1954,
much more extensive arca (25 square miles)
15 been sprayed and pools not previously treated
wve been included in the application. ‘These
cre assessed for larval population prior to
~atment and will be checked next summer for
rther confirmation of the effects of the spray.

SaM MiINNICH, DIRECTOR OF THE EAsT Vorusia
‘Loripa) MosQuiTo DIsTRICT, is reported by the
aytona Beach Morning Journal of 29 May to
wve made an interesting observation of another
rt. Dredging in Thompson Creck, as part of
s mosquito control drainage operations, Sam
me up with a large bone which he clairned
15 the left anterior femur of a cow, though it
ould have had to be a sea cow in the location
here it was found, but local archaeologists
simed it was a marinc dinosaur. Anyway Sam
st a front page center picture and story and
ninded his constituents, in case the lack of
osquitoes had made them forget it, that mos-
1ito control is a continuing operation.

Torrowine His RETURN TO Saicon, Harry H.
raGE  writes, “I have just returned from a
onth’s study-visit to Japan with four Vietnamese
leagues. We travelled from Tokyo to Hiroshima
1l Nagasaki and saw many institutions and
‘tomologists carrying on mosquito control and
wvironmental sanitation. At Suogi, I visited the
ty officials who proudly showed me trophies
on for their work against mosquitoes. In Kure
» large port city near Hiroshima—Ed.], I was
‘esented with a ceremonial tea in an old temple
2d informed that over 6,000 Japanese officials
wd experts had visited the area to sce their
forts on environmental sanitation but that I was
e first American [since the Occupation—Ed.].
cver before have I seen such close.codperation
tween so many groups for the common pur-
ise of destroying flies, mosquitoes, fleas, black-
cs, rats and trash. When one of our party
relessly dropped a match to the ground, four
:ads bumped in an effort to retrieve it. The

climax, however, was to find a pig pen screened
to prevent fly breeding!

“The guiding light of all this effort is 'a Mrs.
Osu, who is 72 years old and chairman of a
group of 10,000 women whose interest is largely
insect control and sanitation. Most of the work
is done by women volunteers with materials
and equipment furnished by businessmen and
civic socicties. Each child has a fly swatter and
the children play games while walking to school,
vying with each other to kill the most flies. As
for myself, I saw none.

“] met Professor Omori, a member of the
Ammnerican Mosquito Control Association, at Naga-
saki University. Of all the many observations
made during my 4o years’ experience in the study
of mosquitoes, Dr. Omori showed me the most
interesting. It was the breeding habitat of .{edes
nobukonis, probably the rarest mosquito in the
world. It is known to occur only in a dry and
deep bamboo-filled ravine several hundred fect
long and a few dozcn feet wide, which in feudal
days served as a moat around the castle. Today
the moat is dry except during the rainy scason
and .de. nobukonis breeds only in the rain pools
of this very restricted area. In the world of
natural science this is surely one of the rarest
phenomena.”

From Irrivois, FrRangrLiNn C. Wray sends in
information on the dcfeat of a mosquito abate-
ment detachment bill which would have estab-
lished precedents of importance to mosquito con-
trol districts everywhere. He writes, “An effort
was made during 1953 to pass a bill in the
Ilinois Legislature which would have permitted
the owner or owners of one or more tracts of
land lying within the corporate limits of an abate-
ment district and located on the border of said
district to have their land detached from the dis-
trict.

“This bill, if passed, would have provided a
means for opponents of mosquito: control to with-
draw from the district, thereby permitting owners
of land thus placed newly on the district border
to follow the samec procedure. If such a chain
reaction of withdrawals continued it could ulti-
mately result in the dissolution of the district.

“Fortunately the bill died in the house in the
closing days of the last session as a result of
opposition from the State Department of Public
Health. Although the attempt failed, this does
not prevent another effort at the next session of
the Illincis Legislature, or similar efforts may be
made in other states.”

WHiLE Mosouito ABATEMENT Is UNDER FIRE
v SoME QUARTERS IT Is RECEIVING new Impetus
in other areas. On March 2s5th, 1954, Her
Majesty Elizabeth II assented to the establishment
of a Greater Winnipeg Mosquito Abatement Dis-
trict, which continues and expands the work
which has been carried on for 27 years by the
Greater Winnipeg Anti-Mosquito Campaign. Evi-



160

Mosourro NEws

Vor. 14, No.

dence of the degree of local interest in the prog-
ress and success of this campaign showed in many
news items and general interest stories appearing
during the summer in the Winnipeg papers. On
June 19, the Winnipeg Tribune carried a front
page picture and story on the research into the
possibility of polio transmission by mosquitoes,
which is being carried on by the University of
Manitoba, under Dr. J. A. McLeod and J. R. G.
Sutherland. Another typical item was one which
appeared on July 15 in the Winnipeg Free Press,
which discussed the Abatement District’'s opera-
tions on the Red River, concluded that every
mosquito downed was a ‘““drop of blood saved
for the Red Cross.”

ANoTHER INsEcT VECTOR AnD PEsT CONTROL
TraNiNG CoNFERENCE was held by the Thirteenth
Naval District during 16 to 18 August, in Seattle,
Wash. More than 100 conferees were reported to
have participated, including both civilian and
military personnel of the District.

Lt. CommanperR JouN M. Hirst, MSC, USN,
is also responsible for sending wus, in his informa-
tive newsletter from the Alameda Naval Air Sta-
tion, the statement made by Forbes when Entom-
ology was only a liitle over half its present 100
official years. Said Forbes, “We have never yet
exterminated—we probably never shall exterm-
inate—so much as a single species of insect.” Dr.
Hirst then appends a little jingle for the use of
and amuscment of mosquito exterminators:

BIOLOGISTS are people who
Observe what ants and cutworms do,
And how a cotton weevil looks,

And put what they have scen in books.

But do they ever stop the ants

That undermine the garden plants

So that they drop their leaves and rot?
No, gentle reader, they do not.

(To which the host of AMCA members might
reply:

It may be all too sadly true

That we can’t help what some bugs do

But may we note, we hope sedately,
MOSQUITOES HAVE ABATED, LATELY?)

Tue SKEETER, Orricia. ORGAN OF THE VIR-
cINta Mosourto CONTROL  ASSOCIATION, among
its many items of information and interest reports
that the May-June issue of the National Agri-
cultural Chemicals Association News contains a
chart which shows that while high-powered in-
secticides, so often viewed with alarm, were
responsible in 1949 for 15 deaths, aspirin and
salycilates were responsible for gg. 'This makes
aspirin a good deal more of a public menace than
insect control agents, if the viewers with alarm
want something to view with alarm. The same
publication, Skeefer, notes from the Richmond
News-Leader that while white men “learned only

in comparatively recent times that malaria is ca
ried by mosquitoes, the Masai, a tribe in Centr
Africa have known it for so long that their wo;
for malaria means literally, ‘I have been bitten }
a mosquito.”” In this connection, a medal du
up from pre-Christian Rome is inscribed to ti
honor of a2 man who is described as saving ti
city from illness by draining marshes, the rever
of the medal showing a man in a marsh with
large, unmistakeable mosquito. Which seems

indicate again that in our sophistication we ha
forgotten things which we once knew.

In Jury, THE CALIFORNIA VECTOR VIEW
made its initial appearance, under the aegis of tI
Bureau of Vector Control of the California Sta
Department of Public Health and the editorsh
of Arthur C. Smith. This monthly bulletin co
tains articles of major importance in each issu
together with shorter articles of general intere:
and notes on various phases of vector contre
Material covers flies, mosquitoes, ticks, fles
domestic -and field rodents, insecticides, herbicidc
government regulations, refuse disposal, irrigatic
and water management problems, as well as
host of related matters. Of especial interest
mosquito control workers is an article in
August issue on Chlorthion, one of the new
materials which has lately received intensive tes
ing by both State and Federal agencies. Vecs
Views concludes that, “while it is premature
make any definite recommendations on its us
it is apparent that chlorthion at low dosages
effective against a wide spectrum of vectors ar
economic pests, Extremely encouraging resul
have been obtained in using this material as
residual spray for house flies resistant to hydr
carbon insecticides. Equally interesting have bec
the results obtained in applying chlorthion as
mosquito larvicide.”

CarirorNiA Now Has 41 Active Mosquri
ABATEMENT DiIsTRICTS, according to the san
August issue of Veczor Views. These cover 23,93
square miles, “In addition,” the Views goes ¢
to say, “Mosquito control is conducted by eigl
local health departments in 790 square miles ¢
area and by two pest abatement districts in 2
square miles. This gives a total coverage «
24,746 of California’s 158,693 square miles. Tl
major part of this total coverage occurs in tl
Central Valley.”

ON 15 NovEMBER, THE WESTERN PACIFIC AN

"SoutH-EasT Asia INTER-REGIONAL Mararia Cos

ference opens in Taiwan. = Sponsored by WHt
and mecting at the invitation of the overnment ¢
China, the conference will spend 8 days in tecl
nical discussions of malaria control problems an
field visits. The tentative schedule includes a tri
to Southern Taiwan to visit a DDT manufactu
ing plant in Kao-Hsieng and the Taiwan Provir
cial Malaria Research Institute in Ch’ao-Chow:.

IN A Lrrrer CONCERNING THE SPRAYING O
Monrovia, Liseria, GEORGE BUrTON writes th:
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e first operation was completed in March and
e spraying was then transferred to the bush
cas until the rains flooded the roads. Dr.
irton says that there seem to be many factors
volved in the persistence of dieldrin and that
ere were indications that the spray began to be
effective after about nine months in some cases.
¢ remarks that one of the complications is the
ibit of the people of beating the house walls
hen they get up in the morning. Although
e mosquitoes probably go up into the roof in-
sad of out the windows, the habit may cause
¢ dissemination of dust particles carrying
cldrin, which may be the cause of difficulties in
‘eping check rearings alive. George also notes
at it is seldom possible to find parasites in a
ood smear when the slide has been taken after
& patient has had a severe chill, whereas after a
ver the parasites are numerous. He says one

the hard things to adjust one’s mind to is
1ding slides positive for malaria when one has
ken them from “a bunch of gay, happy, ex-
serant children” whose appearance is anything
it malaria-ridden. In another letter he writes:
e haven’t had a single case of illness due to
is - insecticide [dieldrin]. In some cases ex-
sures have been greater, duc to a shortage of
oves and respirators, but still no ill effects among
¢ men spraying. They have not used the gog-
cs we have issued them, as they claim their
es have not bothered them and the spray does
it irritate their eyes in any way. We have used
3, 0.5 and 0.626 percent dieldrin suspension and
aulsion. We are not relaxing our requirements,
swever, and insist that those who have pro-
-tive clothing, respirators and gloves use them.”

AcCCORDING TO THE CaLIFORNIA STATE DE-
RTMENT OF Pusric Heavtsr’s BuLLeTiN, “Cal-
ysrnia’s Health,” the encephalitis surveillance
ogram was continued energetically in 1954.
‘hile the number of hospital admissions has
en low, and none of the blood specimens has
en confirmed as cither St. Louis or Western
vine encephalitis, all cases showing central
rvous system symptoms with fever have been
viewed and sampled. In the mosquito col-
‘tion studies, 56 virus isolations have been made
»m 83 pools of Culex rarsalis.

In MassacHuseTTs, during the current season,
e sccond Greenhead-fly Control District, initiated
reduce the salt marsh tabanid population, went
w0 operation along the north shore of Massa-
usetts Bay. The first and original district was
wanized along the south shore of Massachusetts
iy immediately upon completion of the green-
ad-fly experimental control investigation of
148.  This new district was sponsored by a
al federation of betterment associations known
the North Shore Associates. Approximately
ie-third of the cost of operation was borne by
& State, and the remaining two-thirds by the

municipalities forming the district. An additionat
contribution was received from the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service to meet the expense incurred
by the district in treating certain salt marsh areas
included in the Parker River Refuge, a portion
of which falls within the boundaries of the new
district.—B. I. Gerry.

THE Mosourre Culiseta inornata WILLISTON
previously unrecorded from Churchill, Manitoba,
has been found in this region in large numbers
in the larval stage. On August 7, 1953, approxi-
iately 9oo, second, third, and fourth instar
C. inornata larvae were removed from a pool,
previously described (Beckel and Barlow, 1953),
in which Aedes communis (De Geer) larvae are
found. The organisms were reared according to
the method used for Aedes communis (Beckel and
Copps, 1953) (Beckel, 1953). Initially, the fe-
males were offered blood in gauze bags soaked in
a solution of blood and sugar (McLintock, 1952);
this they fed on readily. After the first complete
generation, blood was offered by suspending
guinea pigs with shaved backs from the ceiling
of the cage; blood was takcn avidly. The colony
was maintained for eight generations with little

difficulty.
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The following letter is self-explanatory. It was
forwarded to the editor by Secretary Ted Raley.
It is printed herewith to bring it to the attention
of persons who might qualify, and who might be
interested. No mention was made of a deadline
for the applications. The “brief description of
duties” to which refcrence is made is on file im
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the office of the Editor of Mosquito News and is
available on request—D. L. C.

4 July 1954
American Mosquito Control Association
1941 Front Street
Selma, Canifornia
Gentlemen:

The overseas command in Japan has forwarded
to this office a personnel request for an Entomolo-
gist (Medical), GS-11, $5940 per annum. The
minimum tour of duty in Japan is twenty-four
(24) months.

Inclosed herewith is a brief description of tl
duties and responsibilities and a statement of r.
quirements for the position.

If there is anyone you would care to recon
mend, please have such individuals write direct
to the following address:

The Surgeon General
Department of the Army
Washington 25, D. C.
ATTENTION: MEDCM-CP
Sincerely yours,
(Sgd) E. W. LaCross
Personnel Division

steps.

1-A Court House

APPLICATIONS FOR MANAGER WANTED

The Board of Trustees of the Alameda County Mosquito Abatement District announces
the procpective retirement of its present Engineer-Manager between December 31,
1954 and March 31, 1955. The Board will receive applications for appointment as
Manager of the District during the period October 1—30, 1954. Previous experience
in the management of extensive mosquito control operations will be given primary
consideration. Salary Schedule No. 40 ($611-645-681—719—760 per month) in five

For an application form interested persons should write to the
Board of Trustees of the Alameda County Mosquito Abatement District

Oakland 7, California
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