22 Mosquito News

"Cut down the trees and you'll get rid of the
mosquitoes,® he toild the army and local health
authorities.®

Elizabeth Daily Journal
November 11, 1941

Epladesnét Malaria in New York

"Every year cases of malaria are reported 1n New
York City. 1Is it posslble that an area so highly
sanltated and developed may be lald low by a troplcal
scourge? This gquestlon should occur to all public
health workers. Where does the malarla come from,
what type 1s it, how !s it transmitted, and what can
we do about 1t so that the health of the non-immune
population may not be menaced?

Strangely enough, the malarla we see Iln New York
City comes from Calro, all the way from Egypt. It
seems that drug addicts there found they got a
greater kick out of heroin when they took in intra-
venously or by "shootine the maln line*® as they call
{t. toreover, i1f a sinfle addict could not afford
to buy heroin at the retall price he "chipped inn
with five or six others toward the purchase of a
wholesale supply. Then they would all gather in 8
group and take their "shot" using the same syringe.
one of them had malaria and passed it along in a
syringe to his frilends and it's been going that way
ever since. Some were sallors who came to America
and taught our addicts the habit of "maln line shoot-
ing". So now we have 1t 1n New York and elsewhere.
The New York addlcts like this system because they
can hide a single syringe and use it in a group at
one time. They are not so likely to be arrested for
"possession,"
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In the past six years there have been several
hundred cases of malaria 1n Bellevue Hospltal
alone. The medical examlner has autopsied more
than one hundred addicts who dled from this dis-
ease. Obviously the problem 1s a serious one for
the addlicts.

What about the rest of us? Fortunately there
are not many mosqultoes in New York but that there
are suitable A. quadrimaculatus locally 1s import-
ant., Addicts with malaria are more numerous than
hospital admissions indicate; they know about the
disease and take quinine. Thils may relleve the
symptoms but they stilll remaln carriers capable of
infecting mosquitoes. Drug addicts wander a great
deal. If they are not now in contact with mosqul-
toes capable of transmission, they may go to
~places where there are plenty of such 1nsects.

What can we do about it? Drug addlcts, 1t
seems, should be under medico-legal Jurlsdiction
wherever they are confined, whether 1In a hospital
or a prison. We should make sure that they do not
have active or inactive malaria and 1f they do, we
mugt treat them properly until they are frse from
the dlsease, Otherwise, we may have a real epl-
demic Of severe malaria in some large northern
American city."

Harry Most, M.D., D.T.M. & H.
Bulletin - October, 1639

Bureau of Criminal Investlgation
New York State Pollice

ACTIVITIES IN MEMBER STATES

Because of the national emergency and the
intensive national defense efforts resulting
therefrom, malaria-mosquito control work 1s now



