ACTIVITIES IN MEMBER STATES

M"This Season's Program"
Suffolk Co. Mosq. Externm. Caﬁ
Yaphank, L. I., N. Y. ‘

On April 15th, another season started for the
Surfeolk County Mosquito Extermination Commission.
This year 13 the most Important summer which the
Commlssion has had to face on account of the condt-
tions brought on by the world war. The local wap 1
which the Commission 1s waging against the Mosquito tf
1s only one cog in the great war machine., It is how-
ever, an lmportant cog because of the concentration
of camps and industries in Suffolk County.
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- Thnere are two angles to the mosquito problem.

{s the control of those insects which carry gls-
'S -'the most important in this community belzg
aria®. Although this disease 1s not prevaleat
the present time the mosqultoes which carry 1t
-present in considerable numbers. Malarla 1s con-
ad by the mosgqulto trom one vietim to another and
‘movement of large numbers of workers and soldlers
o the county from other sections, particularly the
th, complicates the situation. The most prolific
gy for the breeding of malarla carrying mosquitces
around Camp Upton and the Commisslon has employed
ge numbers oOf W.P.A. workers 1in this sectlon all
fer and will continue to do SO all summer. The
i{ssion belleves that when the work 1in and around
.gamp 18 completed thils section will be compara-
ly free from this type of mosqulto 38 well as
f‘ocher varieties significant for thelr annoyance.

The second angle 1s control of comfort dismurb-
mosquitoes. There are many different kinds and

y breed 1n 2 great many different places from
ispools to sheltered accumulations of water iz the
ds. A large percentage of these mosquitoes tan
dealt with directly by the commission by meaas

ts fighting equipment. Rut there 1s one prend

n as the household mosquito, the controi of which
ired the cooperatlon of every householder 1im the
gnty. Residents are particularly urged to seal up
gspools so tlghtly that there 1s no opening of any
fid into the pool. Another practice which produces
nsiderable breeding and must be discontinued is
habit of throwing tin cans outslde. If owners
tenants will observe these two suggestions, then,
th the operations being carrled out by the Cammis-
n, annoyance by household mosquitoes can be cut

n to a minimun.
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The mechanlcal dquipment of the Commission cons
cf slxteen trucks and three boats and much nmiscella
small equipment. 4ll this equipment goes into oper
with full steam on the starting date. Elght of the
tezn trucks afe known as Patrcl Units. They carry
men, tocls and supplies of larviclilde from Jjob to job
Each crew 1s In charge of a competend foreman. All
our foremen have been with us for years and are cours
teous, thoroughly tralned and expsrienced. Each fora
has a deflnite section to patrol and 1s accountable
conditions 1n iils particular district. By this mean
the salt mzrsh of the entire county is adequately co
‘ed. The workers do not have an easy time. Thelir wofl
conglsts mostly of tramping over meadows, carryling hg
spray Knapsacks on thsir backs an4d Iin order to reach:
each and &very corner where breeding exists it 1is us
ually necessary to plod through mud, water and dbriar

Four more trucks are tankers and carry larvici
to from 700 to 780 fresh water locations which re-
quire treatment. The number varies with the rainfa
Eacn tanker carrles two men, 500 gallons of llgquld
and 500 fest of hose. In addition to the hose the
nozzle will spray anocther 100 feet so that the equips
ment will cover considerable ground. Many of these
locaticns are 1n places devastated by the hurricane
and are still full of holes and fallen trees making
treatling operations difficult.

Two trucks are used to treat the 11,000 catch
basins in the county. These catch basins furnish
about 25% of the household mosqulto population so tha
they are very Important. ©Shelter Islend has 2 unit &
by Itself. This unit treats both the salt marsh and
the fresh water areas and the crew 1s responsible fo
conditlons on the entire i{sland. The 16th truck 1s a
utility truck and is used for servicing the other uni}
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As for the boats, one operates out of Babylon
d covers that area known as Fire Island Beach which
ntains acres and acres Of meadowland. The captaln
o operates this boat 1s also the foreman and these
,rFews carry out the same functions on the beach as
he saltmarsh crews on the mainland. Another boat
perates out ot Brookhaven and covers 1n a similar
nper that sectlon known as Great South Beach. The
jrd boat 1s a fast inspectlon cruiser =2nd 1is used
r the purpose of checking the progress of the work
yp the beaches and the lslands in the Bay. The im-
rtance of bsach control arlses from the fact that
the salt marsh mosquitoes can fly up to forty miles
om thelr breeding place.

The foreman and drivers all report Lo WO
saneral foremen, and for the East end and one for

e West end of the county. These General Foremel
& responsible solely to the Director on whose
shoulders rests the entire responsibility for the
gluccess of the season's work. Operatlon of the
traps, analyslis of the catch and other 1nspection
work 1s 1n charge of the Chief Inspector. The Com-
mission also malintalins a competent Englineering crew
in charge of a licensed Engineer. They are contlnu-
211y employed laying out ditches, glving grades and

gharting cperatlons.

Thz Commisslon 18 well prepared and doing every-
hing possible tc bring about 2 successful 1942 secason.
he salt marsh ditches which were dug elght years ago
re somewhat overgrown and outlets stopped up. The
ﬁOmmission has nelther men, money nor machines to
redig the ditches but feels that dlllgent treating
operations will greatly reduce thils handicap.



