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NEW RECORD FOR URANOTAENIA SAP-
PHIRINA IN COLORADO!

FRANCIS A. MALONEY

USA Environmental Hygiene Agency, Re-
gional Division-West, Fitzsimons Army Medi-
cal Center, Aurora, Colorado 80045

On 25 September 1979, one female
Uranotaenia sapphirina (Osten Sacken, 1868)
was collected on Pueblo Army Depot Activity,
Pueblo, Colorado, by Roy Shrove, Envi-
ronmental Health Technician with the US
Army Civilian Employee Health Clinic. This
finding is the first record of the species in
Colorado.

Uranotaenia sapphirina has previously been
reported from 37 states and the District of
Columbia in the eastern two-thirds of the

! The opinions or assertions contained
herein are the private views of the author and
are not to be construed as official or as reflect-
ing the views of the Department of the Army
or the Department of Defense.

United States, Ontario and Quebec in Canada,
in Mexico, and in the West Indies (Amrine and
Butler 1978, Carpenter and LaCasse 1955,
Carpenter 1968, 1970, 1974). The species has
been recorded to the north of Colorado in
Scotts Bluff County of western Nebraska (Ed-
munds 1958) and to the south in New Mexico
(Sublette and Sublette 1970); it has not been
reported from states farther west.

The record specimen was collected in a New
Jersey light trap near Building 529 on the
Army installation. The area surrounding the
trap site is flat prairie with some small bushes.
The Arkansas River is located about 2 mi.
away, and there are several smaller semi-
permanent and permanent bodies of water
within the same distance of the trap site. The
climate of the Pueblo area is semi-arid with
warm summers and comparatively mild win-
ters. Precipitation is 11 in. per year.

The identification was made by this Agency
and confirmed by E. L. Peyton, Medical En-
tomology Project, US National Museum of
Natural History (USNM), Smithsonian In-
stitution, Washington, DC, for which we are
grateful. The specimen is deposited in the
USNM.
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