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THE 1981 LECTURER

LEONARD J. BRUCE-CHWATT, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Professor Bruce-Chwatt is a British
Scientist and scholar of Polish origin
who has had an illustrious career in tropi-
cal medicine and malariology. After re-
ceiving his M.D. degree at the University
of Warsaw in 1930 he served as 2 Medical
Officer in the Polish Army and continued
his medical training in microbiology and
serology at the State Institute of Hygiene
in Warsaw and at the University of Paris.
He also received the Diploma of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
where he was awarded the Duncan
Medal.

During World War II, he began long
and fruitful research in malariology and
Tropical Diseases in West Africa. These
researches spanned 17 years from 1941 to
1958. In Africa he worked on both yellow
fever and malaria. During this time he
was appointed to the WHO Expert Panel
on Malaria and somehow manged to find
time to obtain a Master of Public Health
Degree as a Rockefeller Foundation fel-
low at the Harvard School of Public
Health.

Then in 1958 Leonard Bruce-Chwatt
embarked on another career or rather
subcareer—for the next 10 vears he was
Chief of Research and Technical Intelli-

gence, Division of Malaria Eradication

with WHO in Geneva. In 1968 he was
appointed Senior Lecturer of the London
School of Hygiene and soon became Pro-
fessor of tropical hygiene and Director of
the Ross Institute.

After retiring in 1974 he was appointed
Professor Emeritus of Tropical Hygiene
at the University of London. Since 1975
he has also served as an associate to the
Wellcome Museum of Medical Science
and Editor of “Tropical Doctor,” a publi-
cation of the Royal Society of Medicine.

His many distinguished awards in-
clude: North Persian Forces Memorial
Medal, 1951, Oftficer of the Order of the
British Empire, 1953, WHO Darling
Medal and Prize, 1974, Fellow of the
Royal College of Physicians, 1974,
Chevalier, the Sovereign Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, 1975, Companion of
the Order of St. Michdel and St. George, -
1977, George MacDonald Memorial
Medal and Prize, 1978.

During his 50 year career as scholar,
scientist and physician he has written
more than 250 scientific papers and 4
books, 2 of which have recently been
published: “Essential Malariology” and
“The Rise and Fall of Malaria in Europe”.



