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NEWS AND NOTES

Mosourro News From CavrirorNia—The fol-
lowing six interesting and significant notes are
extracts from a letter from H. F. Gray, which
came too late for the March number of Mosquito
News.—Editor.

1. CaLiror~Ia PRroposes Revision oF Laws To
ExpepITE THE ORGANIZATION AND EXTENSION OF
Mosquito ABaTEMENT DisTRICTS. Several bills re-
lating to mosquito control have been introduced
into the 1945 Legislature. Three of them have to
do with simplified procedures by which organi-
zation of, or annexation to, mosquito abatemcnt

districts can be expedited.
H. F. Gray.

2. CaLirorNia Prorposes To Spenp $1,000,000
ForR INTENsiVE CONTROL ofF MosouiToes Trans-
MITTING EpPipEMIc VIRUs ENCEPHALITIS, Senate
Bill No. 611 proposes an appropriation of $1,000,-
000 for the 1945-47 biennium, to be expended by
the State Department of Public Health for in-
tensification  of mosquito  control, principally
against mosquito-transmitted epidemic virus en-
cephalitis. This disease complex has since 1935
become far more important than malaria as a
public health problem in California. The follow-
ing distribution of expcnditures under this fund is
proposed:

First Year Second Y ear

Training Program ... $r2,000 L
Administration ................ 50,800 850,000
Equipmeat for Mobile ’

Units 8,000 1,600
Field Personnel ... . 15,000 15,000
Materials and Supplies...... 2,000 2,000
Transportation .............. 2,000 2,000
Travel Expense 8,000 8,000
Contingencies 3,000 3,000
Subventions to Local

Agencies 418,400

Totals ... $500,000 $500,000
H. F. Gray.

3. ConcerN oN Paciric Coast OverR PossiBLE
InTrRODUCTION OF HIGHLY FaTAL JAPANESE B.
ExcepnaviTis. Appreciable concern is being felt
over the possible introduction into the Pacific
Coast area of the virus of Japanese B. encephalitis,
a mghly fatal (60 per cent case-fatality rate) dis-
ease which has appcared in epidemic form in
Japan and elsewhere. The imminence of military
operations in Japan, Formosa and China brings
this problem sharply into focus in 194s.

H. F. Gray.

4. HoorER FounpatioN to Trst Resiouar DT
SPrAYING OF CHICKEN HoUsES, BARNS AND OTHER
ANIMAL SHELTERS AS EXPERIMENTAL PROJECT ror
ConTrOL 0OF Vikus ENCEPHALITIS. Several com-
parative and controlled experimental areas for

the use of DDT as a residee spray on chicken
houses, barns and other animal shelters are being
set up by the Hooper Foumdation for Medical
Research, as a control proect for virus cn-
cephalitis. The principal experiment is to start
in April in Kern County, with a supplementa!
experiment later near Marysville in Yuba County.
H. F. Gray.

5. Mosquito Asatement DistrRicTs IN CALI-
FORNIA. A new mosquito abatement district was
organized in the Lodi area in San Joaquin County
in January, 1945. Procedures for the formation of
a large district in Yuba and Sutter Countics are
well advanced. A large annexation to the Dr.
Morris district in Kern County was affected in
January. There are now 27 organized mosquito
abatement districts in California (of which one is
not operating), plus two pest abatement districts
organized for mosquito abatement.

H. F. Gray.

6. ADvaNcEp Season Favorep FarLy First
Broop 0¥ SaLT Marsu Mosqurroes IN San Fran-
cisco Bay Area. Due to a relatively mild and
rainless last half of February, the first brood of
salt marsh mosquitoes is well advanced this year,
Pupae were appcaring at the end of the month,
and flights from uncontrolled marshes about San
Francisco Bay are expected about mid-March. This
early brood is principally Aedes aquamiger,

H. F. Gray.

A PupLic Heartn CoURSE oN CONTROL OF
MosqurtoEs, which was recenty completed, was
given jointy by Rutgers Univessity and the New
Jersey State Department of Health, with classes
held cach Saturday afternoon from 2:00 to 5:00
p.m., February 24th through April 28th, 1945.

This course was designed o supplement the
course in Diagnosis of Malaria and Tropical Dis-
eases given in 1944, and to provide public health
personnel, mosquito control officials and their em-
ployees, teachers, officers of institution, and gov-
crnmental agencies responsible for the suppression
of mosquitoes with up-to-date knowledge of
facts and approved methods relating to the ef-
fcclive(control of both discase carrying and pest
mosquitoes.

The enrollment fee was $5.00, payable to the
University.

The course included:

Classification of Mosquitoes, 10 hours (2 lec-
tures, 4 laboratory periods)—]J. B, Schmitt, Ph.D,,
Research Associate, Department of Entomology.

Mosquito Biology, including biological control,
5 hours (3 lectures, 1 laboratory period)—E. J.
Hansens, Ph.D., Assistant Entomologist.

Chemical Control, 6 hours (2 lectures, 2 labora-
tory periods)—J. S. Ginsburg, Ph.D.,, Assistant
Professor of Entomology.

Mechanical (Engincering) Control, 6 hours (2
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lectures, 2 laboratory periods)—T. D. Mulhern,
Associate in Mosquito Control.

MenmsEr InTEREST.—It Was indeed pleasing to
be allowed the privilége of serving as one of the
sponsors signing the membership application of
Mr. Harold Hannaway, whose interesting letter
relating to his collection of mosquitoes in Massa-
chusexts follows. Though he is not professionally
engaged in mosquito work, Mr. Hannaway evi-
dently has a very great interest ip our common
encmy. We welcome him to membership, and hope
he may be ablz to attend future meetings of the
Association. !

T.DM.

“April 22, 1945.
“Boston, Mass.

“MRr. THoMas MULIIERN, Secretary.

“Dear Sir:

« have filled out the membership blank and
hope it meets the approval of the committee.

“Mosouito News is just what I was looking
for, and in reading the December issue I found
out about the new book by Dr. Robert Mathesson
which I have since bought.

“A number of towns around Boston are doing
mosquito control work this summer. As I am
working in a defcnse plant 1 was unable to work
with this group, but T have offered my scrvice
gratis in determining the specimens they may col-
lect. The information gained by these towns’
collections will help me in my general knowledge
of the mosquitoes of Massachusetts.

“On April 19th I collected one anopheline
larva, 2nd instar, in Belmont. This is the earliest
date for any anopheline larva in my seven years
of collecting and to check its occurrence 1 called
Mr. R. W. Wales, entomologist for the State
Reclamation Board of Massachusetts, to learn from
him that he has found anopheline larvae in April,
but it is more generally taken in late July, August,
and September. Our early warm spring days must
have hatched 1t out.

“This unusual weather has changed the acdes
cycle in early spring woodland pools. In pools for
which I have records for the past four years, where
Aedes canadensis was the early species, T have
this season found instead Aedes cinerens and
Aedes excrucians. The last species 1 had listed as
occurring in grassy pools in meadows, but, lo and
behold, it appears in leaf filled woodland pools.

“7 think it is the unknown and strange placcs,
plus the fact that you never can tell what larva
may be in your dipper, that makes mosquito hunt-
ing a fascinating science.

“1 received Dr. Headlee's new book, ‘The
Mosquitoes of New Jersey and Their Control,’
yesterday.

“Dr. Thomas Headlee's observation on the Man-
sonia perturbans larva is very valuable to me. I
have not as vet found this specimen, though I
have pulled and dug up many aquatic plants. Yet

[ have bcen driven out of certain sections of

open meadows by the adults.

“I am lookimg forward to the next issue of
MosquiTo News.
“Sincerely,

(Signed) “Harorp HannNaway.”

New GI. Hanp Duster. A GI. hand duster
w}pch sprays tem pounds of Paris Green over mos-
quito-infested areas in 15 minutes wasn’t good
enough for Tedhnical Sergeant Claude R. Strick-
land, entomology technician with the 29th Malaria
Control Detachment near Dakar, Africa.

So he got to work and developed a mechanical
duster which, by the use of a fan, can put out
150 pounds of Paris Green in the same time—
fifteen times as much as the hand duster.

The scrgeant turned his design over to the
Army and was awarded the ILegion of Morit
“for exceptionally meritorious conduct in per-
formance of oststanding service.”

Sergeant Strkland told his story while at the
Fort McPherson Separation Center awaiting dis-
charge because of his age—g2. He has been in
the Army two and a half years; two yca's of
that time were spent overseas in eastern, western
and northe'n sections of Africa. The~ s'rgeant
perfected  his  mechancial  dusier  while near
Dakar.

Before he entered service, Sergeant Strickland
was sanitary technician for Pinella County, Fla.
Upon rcturn to civilian life, he plans to manu-
f/facture insect control appliances of h's own de-
sign.

The sergeant’s home is at 1703 4oth St., St
Petersburg.

From Public Relations Office,
Fort McPherson, Georgia

T.DM.

THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NEew JERSEY MosQuiTo EXTERMINATION AsSsOCIA-
TION.

The 1945 Annual Meeting of the New Jersey
Mosquito Extermination Association was held at
the Hotel Clandge, Adantic City, N. J., on March
28, 29 _and 30, 1945. The program included many
interesting papers, with great emphasis being
placed upon the new problems in the control of
mosquito-borne discases which are facing mos-
quito workers in this country, due to the incrcased
likelihood of the introduction of these dis=ases as
men return from tropic war areas where they are
prevalent. Papers relating to DDT were likewise
heard with a great deal of interest, and promoted
discussion of this much hcralded insecticide. The
demand for the four papers particularly referring
to this subject was so great that they were preb-
printed, in an edition of 500 copies, the supply of
which was exhausted in less than two months.
The. complete papers will be printed, with the dis-
cussion, 1n the “Proccedings™ of the meeting, to
be available during the summer of 194s.

The program was as follows:



