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ON THE ANCIENT CROCODILES OF GUANGDONG PROVINCE

Zhao Kentang

(Department of Biology, Suzhou Railway Teachers College)

Zong Yu

Ma Jifan

(Shanghai Museum of Natural History)

Abstract

The earliest literature recording the
crocodiles of China is “Shuo Wen lie
Zi”( R XEE> ,pp 100-120). The di-
stribution of crocodiles over Guang-
dong and their ecology were described in
written from the
2nd to the 5th century, After the pu-
blication of the article entitled “Mou-
rning Crocodiles”by Han Yu (%5ar), a

famous essayist of the Tang Dynasty,

many local annals

Guangdong’s ancient crocodiles became
well-known to the Chinese people,

Since the 19th century, many scho-
lars at home and abroad have published
a lot of articles, alleging that the exti-
nct Guangdong’s ancient crocodiles were
gulf - crocodiles, (Crocodiles
Schneider),

However, the authors had a chance
to make a study of the two skulls of
crocodiles which were unearthed from

Shunde County, Guangdong in 1963 and

porosus

1973, respectively, and are now on dis-

We fo-
und that both the skulls belonged not to
the gulf crocodiles but to the Malay

crocodiles (T omistoma schlegelii Miiller)

play in the County Museum,

Moreover, fossils of Petrol Malay croco-
diles,

Taiwan’s Malay crocodiles, (T omistoma

(Tomostoma petrolica Yeh), and

taiwanicus Sikama), had also been disco-
vered in Guangdong and Taiwan,

More than a thousand years ago,
Malay crocodiles were widely distributed
over Borneo and Sumatra of Indonesia,
Malacca of Malaysia, Guangdong and
Chiaa

change in climate, the increase in human

Guangxi of But owing to the
population, and the development of Ag-
riculture, this species died out of China
during the Yuan or Ming Dynasty,
This paper is the first record of
Malay crocodiles of China, The measu-
rement of their skulls and the compari-
son with the other two closely related

species are shown in tables 1 and 2,
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