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ABsTRACT. A new species, Petrocodon ferrugineus Y.
G. Wei (Gesneriaceae) from Guangxi Province in
southern China, is deseribed and illustrated. s
relationship with Petrocodon  dealbatus Hance s
discussed. The new species is distinguished by the
dense villous pubescence of the leaves. bracts. and
plant axes; filaments that are linear, glahrous, curved,
and somewhat expanded in the middle; and fruits with
t-loculicidal, but not septicidally dehiscent, capsules.
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The genus Petrocodon Hance (Gesneriaceae) is
comprised of one species. P. dealbatus Hance. with
two varieties eslablished in 1883, These plants are
perennial. acaulescent herbs with caespitose habil
and 5 to 15 leaves that are t’”ipti('—nlm\'uh'. (‘]“l)lil' lo
oblong. and petiolate. The inflorescences are always
subumbelliform. The flowers are distinguished by two
stamens and two staminodes, with a superior ovary.
and the fruil is generally 2-valvular. The new species,
P. ferrugineus, differs by having fruits with 4-
loculicidal. but not septicidally dehiscent, capsules.
The morphological characteristics of P. dealbaius and
P. ferrugineus are compared in Table 1. Petrocodon is
distributed in the southern provinces of Guangxi,
After

pertinent

Guangdong, Guizhou, Hunan. and  Hubei.

a  morphological study, study of the
literature. and examination of other specimens, the
authors are convinced thal the morphological features
of the specimens from Guangxi represent a new

species,

Table 1.

Petrocodon ferrugineus Y. G. Wei, sp. nov. TYPE:
China. Guangxi Prov.: Xincheng Co.. 15 July
2004, Yi-gang Wei & Chao Cui 0402 (holotype.
IBK: isotype, PE). Figure 1.

Haee species P dealbato allinis, sed foliis supra dense
villosis apice obtusis raro acutis: petiolis.  pedunculis,
pedicellis. calycibus dense ferrugineo-pilosis: corollis cam-
panulatis extus sparse purpureo-puberulis, filamentis curvis
versus medium dilatatulis, capsulis 4-loculicidis differt.

Perennial herb, acaulescent: rhizomes terete, 1.5-
Fem. 2=10 mm diam. Leaves 8 to 15, elliptic 1o
oblong, 3-6 X 1.8-2.5 em, obluse to acute al apex,
cuneate al base, margin with erenation generally up
to the middle. densely villous on the abaxial and
adaxial surfaces, often purple abaxially, petioles 0.5—
3.5 em. with dense ferruginous villous pubescence.
Inflorescence of 1 to 5 cymes, 4- to 1l-flowered:
peduncles 2-10 em, with dense ferruginous pubes-
cence: bracts 2. lanceolate to narrowly linear, 4—
5 X ca. 1 mm, with dense ferruginous pubescence.
slender, 4-8 mm. Calyx 5-parted 1o the base. calyx
linear, 1-2 X 0.2-0.3 mm,

ferruginous pubescence: corolla white, campanulate.

lobes with dense
4-5 mm. with sparse purple-red pubescence outside,
corolla tubes longer than the limbs, 3—4 mm, corolla
mouth orifice 3—4 mm diam., superior corolla upper
lip ca. 2 mm long. 2 corolla lobes slit to the base,
these lobes deltoid; inferior lip, ca. 2 mm long, 3
lobes splil cloge 1o the base. these lobes deliate 1o
ovate: stamens 2, glabrous. filaments linear, gla-
brous, curved, somewhat expanded in the middle, ca.

2 mm long. inserted at about I mm from the base of

Morphological characteristics of Petrocodon ferrugineus and P. dealbatus.

P. ferrugineus

P. dealbatus

Leal

often purple abaxially. petioles with dense ferruginous

villous pubescence

Flower

corolla campanulate with sparse purple-red pubescence
outside. filaments curved. somewhat expanded in the middle

Fruit

apex obtuse to acute, densely villous adaxially and abaxially,

peduncles, calyees. hracts with dense ferruginous pubescence:

A-loculicidal. but not septicidally dehiscent capsules

apex acule to acuminate, sparsely pubescent
adaxially and abaxially. not purple
abaxially. petioles sparsely pubescent

peduncles, calyees, bracts with pubescence:
corolla urceolate with pubescence
outside. filaments not curved. not

expanded in the middle

capsule. 2-valvular
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Figure 1. Petrocodon ferruginum Y. G, W e, v Habat.

Ovary and sivle.

the corolla: anthers coherent. confluent at their apeN.

anthers elliptic, ca. 1 mm: staminodes 2. linear.

straight. 0.3-0.5 nom. glabrous, inserted 0.5-0.8 mm
from the base of the corolla: disk ¢ 0.5 mm high.
annular: pistil linear. with sparse pubescence, 6—

Cmmooften exserted: ovary ca. 2 mm. sivle ea.

Fme Stigma small, spheroidal. Froit 5-20 x|
)

2 mm. linear, glabrous. loculicidal. opening by 1

|

Smm

B, Inflorescence, i

(n’ill\\. —1). Dissected corolla. I-.

o Frait, Deawn from the holotvpe Yiegang Wei & Chao Cui 0102 (1BK) by Shun-qing He.

valves: seeds fusiform. 0.0-0.8 mm. sced coal +
alabrate.
Phenology.  Flowering Julv—=August.

known

stony slopes. under forest cover at 250 m elevation

Distribution. from  limestone  hills and

i Nmcheng Countyv, Guanexi Provinee, in southern
by e O

China. The new species could he seen onlyv on the
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northeastern slope of the limestone hill, with a popu-
Iil'i”ll hi)’.l' I)Ik ilf][lll(l,\i”lilll'l_\ I(){l ’]‘ll(' i!llll]l)l' l'llllhj[ll'l'.‘;
Petrocodon ferrugineus to be endemic 1o Xincheng
County.

Paratypes.  CHINA. Guangxi Prov.: Xincheng Co.. 11
July 20006, Yi-gang Wei 06200 (IBK. MO), 23 Sep. 2003, Yi-
gang Wei & Chao Cui 0301 (IBK). 17 June 1985, Xiu-xtang
Chen & Zhi-ren Lin 61327 (GXMI).
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