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Abstract.   A   new   species   of   Pat   a   Aublet
(Rubiaceae,  Psychotrieae)  is  described  and  illus¬
trated:  P.  palustris  A.  C.  Gilman  &  C.  M.  Taylor  from
montane  Costa  Rica.  This  species  differs  from  P.
salicifolia  Standley  by  its  large  stipules  that  have
well-developed  lobes  and  are  persistent  with  age,
and  by  its  larger  corollas  with  relatively  longer
lobes.
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As  circumscribed  by  Taylor  (1997),  Palicourea
Aublet  (Psychotrieae)  is  distinguished  within  the
Rubiaceae  by  its  persistent  stipules  that  are  inter-
petioiar  to  usually  united  around  the  stems  inLo  a
continuous  sheath,  and  usually  bilobed  in  their
interpetiolar  portions;  generally  brightly  colored
inflorescences— blue,  purple,  red,  orange,  or  yel¬
low — with  the  flowers  usually  pedicellate;  corollas
that  are  usually  similarly  brightly  colored,  five-lobed,
and  with  well-developed  tubes  that  are  somewhat
swollen  at  the  base  and  glabrous  internally  except  for
a  dense  ring  of  pubescence  just  above  this  basal
swelling;  and  drupaceous  fruits  with  usually  two
pyrenes.  This  Neotropical  genus  includes  about  200
species  of  shrubs  and  small  trees  found  from  sea  level
to  montane  forests  (Taylor,  1997),  with  about  31
species  in  Costa  Rica  (Taylor,  1989).  The  species  are
tvpically  distylous  and  generally  pollinated  by
hummingbirds,  and  the  fruits  are  apparently  dispersed
by  birds  (Taylor,  1997).

Palicourea  palustris  A.  C.  Gilman  &  C.  M.  Taylor,
sp.  nov.  TYPE:  Costa  Rica.  Heredia:  Parque  Nac.
Braulio  Carrillo,  Atlantic  slope  of  V.  Barva,  from
Finca  Gourdian  (1700  m)  walk  4  hr.  to  tent
refugia  at  1740  m  then  ea.  1.5  hr.  hike  S  on  main
transect  trail,  10°11'29"N,  84°06'12"W,  1860  m,
31  Mar.  2005,  A.  C.  Gilman  420  (holotype,  INB;
isotype,  MO  04796838).  Figure  1.

Haec  species  a  Palicourea  salicifolia  Standley  slipulis
lajoribus  in  vetustate  persistentibus,  fob’is  longioribus

ris  lobulis  proportione  longioribus  ac  fauce  latiore  differt.

Shrub  or  small  tree,  flowering  at  1.5  m,  to  5  m  tall;
terns  glabrous.  Leaves  paired;  blades  elliptic-oblong
y  narrowly  elliptic  or  oblanceolate,  5.5-15  ¥%  LS^fS

1-1.5  c
usually  acuminate  y

,  dryir
papyraceous,  glabrous  on  both  surfaces;  secondary
veins  18  to  24  pairs,  looping  weakly  to  interconnect
near  margins,  with  1  developed  and  2  weak
intersecondary  veins  usually  present  between  pairs
of  secondary  veins,  adaxially  costa  prominent,
secondary  and  intersecondary  veins  prominulous  and
remaining  venation  plane  and  invisible,  abaxially
costa  prominent,  secondary  and  intersecondary  veins
prominulous  and  tertiary  venation  visible  but  plane;
petioles  7-32  mm,  glabrous;  stipules  laminar,  glabrous,

e  b  n  becoming  brown  and  indurated  with
age,  persistent  after  leaves  fall,  ligulate  to  ovate,  (5)6-
8(10)  mm,  bilobed,  lobes  ligulate  to  lanceolate-
oblong,  4-5  X  2-3(4)  mm,  acute  on  some  sterile
branchlets  to  usually  obtuse  to  rounded,  sinus
truncate.  Inflorescences  terminal  and  in  uppermost
leaf  axils  (alternatively,  sessile  and  trichotomous),
rounded-corymbiform  to  broadly  pyramidal,  ca.  5  X
6  cm  (not  j  J  1  t   ̂ >r  11a  )  peduncles  2.5-3  cm;
secondary  axes  1  or  2  pairs;  bracts  narrowly
triangular,  acute,  those  subtending  secondary  axes
■3-i  mm,  those  subtending  pedicels  2-3  mm;  pedicels
1-4  mm;  peduncle,  axes,  bracts,  and  pedicels  green.
Flowers  pedicellate  in  cymules  of  3  to  5;  hypanthium
cylindrical,  ca.  1  mm,  glabrous;  calyx  limbs  glabrous,
1.2-1. 5  mm,  green,  membranaceous,  lobed  to  base,
lobes  5,  ligulate  to  ovate,  obtuse;  corolla  funnelform,
white  except  yellow  in  throat  and  inside  tube,  strongly
bent  (to  90°)  and  gibbous  at  base,  bent  again  (to  90°)
just  above  basal  swelling,  curved  in  tul  e  t  tally
glabrous,  internally  glabrous  except  with  a  sparsely
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