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Abstract.  Clidemia  fluminensis  Baumgratz  &  D’El
Rei  Souza  (section  Staphidium  (Naudin)  Griseb.,

Rio  de  Janeiro.  Brazil,  is  described  and  illustrated.
The  new  taxon  occurs  in  Pogo  das  Antas  Biological

ecosystem.  The  new  species  is  distinguished  mainly
by  the  scandent  habit,  membranous  leaves,  terminal
inflorescences,  and  flowers  with  yellow  petals  with  an
obtuse  and  apiculate  apex.  It  is  related  to  C.
conglomerata  DC.  and  C.  involucrata  DC.,  sharing
the  glomeruliform  inflorescence,  the  stamen  connec¬
tive  not  prolonged  or  appendaged,  and  the  pilose
ovary  apex.

Key  words:  Atlantic  Forest,  Brazil,  Clidemia,
IUCN  Red  List,  Melastomataceae,  Miconieae,  Rio  de
Janeiro  State,  section  Staphidium.

Clidemia  D.  Don  (Melastomataceae)  is  a  Neotrop¬
ical,  mostly  lowland  genus  consisting  of  approximately
175  species  (Wurdack,  1993)  that  are  widespread  in

about  31  species,  of  which  13  are  endemic  (Cogniaux,
1888,  1891).  It  is  distributed  from  Mexico,  Central

Argentina,  occurring  mainly  in  the  Amazon  and
Atlantic  forests.  According  to  Gleason  (1939),  C.

Malaysian  region.
Leandra  Raddi,  Miconia  Ruiz  &  Pav.,  and  Ossaea

DC.  are  closely  related  to  Clidemia,  which  is  recognized

cences,  the  floral  buds  with  an  obtuse  to  rounded  apex,
the  calyx  with  bilobate  lacinia  whose  external  lobes  are

analysis  of  herbaria  collections,  supports  the  descrip-

The  data  presented  were  based  on  analysis  of
Clidemia  collections,  along  with  type  photographs
available  in  the  herbaria  FLOR,  GUA,  HB,  P,  R,  and
RB.  All  plant  material  was  analyzed  using  a  Wild
Leitz  M5  stereomicroscope  (Wild  Heerbrugg,  Heer-
brugg,  Switzerland).

Clidemia  fluminensis  Baumgratz  &  D’El  Rei  Souza,
sp.  nov.  TYPE:  Brazil.  Rio  de  Janeiro:  Mun.  Silva
Jardim,  Reserva  Biol,  de  Pogo  das  Antas,  estrada
para  Jutumaiba,  Km  4,  trilha  a  direita,  area
do  Jacatirao  (parcela  2b),  22°32'47.7"S,
42°18'12.6"W,  25  Oct.  2005,  H.  C.  Lima  &  A.
Pintor  6375  (holotype,  RB;  isotype,  FLOR).
Figure  1.

r,  many-seeded
fruits  of  the  bacidium  type  (Baumgratz,  1985).

Recent  taxonomic  study  of  the  Melastomataceae  in
the  Pogo  das  Antas  Biological  Reserve  in  Rio  de
Janeiro  State  (Baumgratz  et  al.,  2006),  as  well  as
examination  of  the  literature  and  morphological
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antheris  longioribus  differt.

Climbing  shrubs  ca.  2  m  tall;  indumentum
vinaceous,  branches,  leaves,  inflorescences,  bracts,
and  prophylls  moderately  to  densely  setose,  tnchomes

puberulent;  branches  subterete  to  terete,  at  maturity
aphyllous  and  nodose,  glabrescent,  adventitious  roots
present.  Leaves  usually  anisomorphic  in  size  in  each
pair;  petiole  0.8-4.5  cm;  blade  5.2-10.5  X  3-6  cm,

discolorous,  membranous,  narrowly  to  broadly
elliptic,  sometimes  oblong  or  ovate,  the  base  obtuse  to

late,  the  apex  short-acuminate,  sometimes  rounded
short-acuminate;  5-plinerved,  the  more  internal  pair
of  acrodromous  veins  raised  4-5  mm  from  the  base.
Cymes  2-2.5  cm,  glomeruliform,  terminal,  with  more
than  20  flowers  in  large-bracted  capitate  clusters,
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