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Abstract.  Four  new  species  of  Ribes  L.  (Grossu¬
lariaceae)  are  described  from  Peru,  three  from  the
Amotape-Huancabamba  Zone  and  one  from  the
eastern  slopes  of  the  Andes  in  central  Peru.  Ribes
chachapoyense  Weigend  &  Breitkopf,  R.  tumerec

Weigend  &  Breitkopf  from  the  Amotape-Huanca¬
bamba  Zone  represent  close  allies  of  Ecuadorian
species  and  underscore  both  the  floristic  connec-

floristic  distinctness  and  endemism.  With  these
three  new  species,  the  species  total  for  the  Peruvian
part  of  the  Amotape-Huancabamba  Zone  now

Ribes  frankei  Weigend  &  Breitkopf  is  possibly  the
most  aberrant  species  of  Ribes — it  is  a  small,
cushion-forming  dwarf-shrub  to  30  cm  tall,  with
erect  inflorescences  that  are  virtually  immersed  in
the  leafy  cushions.  It  is  the  smallest  species  of  Ribes
known  so  far  and  has  been  collected  on  vertical  rock
faces  in  the  high  Andes  of  Pasco  in  central  Peru.
The  species  total  for  Peruvian  Ribes  now  reaches  23,
which  is  nearly  twice  the  number  of  species  known
for  any  other  individual  South  American  country,

Huancabamba  Zone,  represents  the  center  of
diversity  of  the  genus  in  South  America.  Three  of
the  newly  described  species  are  already  at  the  brink

burning,  mining,  forest  clearing:  R.  tumerec,  R.
frankei,  R.  huancabambense )  and  have  to  be
considered  as  Critically  Endangered.  The  fourth
species,  R.  chachapoyense,  has  a  slightly  wider
range  and  can  be  considered  as  only  Endangered
according  to  IUCN  Red  List  criteria.

Key  words:  Amotape-Huancabamba  Zone,  Gros¬
sulariaceae,  IUCN  Red  List,  Peru,  Ribes.

The  genus  Ribes  L.  (Grossulariaceae)  comprises
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occurring

1907;  Weigend,  2003,  2006).  Centers  of  diversity
are  found  in  southwestern  North  America  and  East
Asia  (Pojarkova,  1971;  Lingdi  &  Alexander,  2001;
Senters  &  Soltis,  2003;  Schultheis  &  Donoghue,
2004).  Only  dioecious  Ribes  subg.  Parilla  Jancz.  is
present  in  South  America  (Janczewski,  1907)  and

species,  as  has  been  recently  shown  (Weigend  &
Binder,  2002).  Two  sections  are  recognized  in  this
subgenus:  south-temperate  section  Parilla  Jancz.  and
Andean  section  Andina  Jancz.  Section  Andina  is
widespread  from  southern  Central  America  to  Bolivia
and  reaches  Argentina  with  a  single  species  (Weigend
&  Binder,  2001).  Ribes  subg.  Parilla  sect.  Andina
consists  of  functionally  dioecious  species,  with
morphological  differentiation  between  the  different
sexes  not  obvious.  Female  flowers  tend  to  be

without,  however,  producing  viable  pollen.  Converse¬
ly,  male  flowers  appear  fully  bisexual  at  first  glance,

Weigend  et  al.,  2002).  In  the  field,  fruit  formation  or
lack  thereof  are  the  only  clear  indicators  of  gender  in
this  group.

Numerous  new  species  of  Ribes  subg.  Parilla  sect.

from  Ecuador  (Freire-Fierro,  1998,  2002,  2004;
Weigend  &  Binder,  2002),  but  also  from  Peru
(Weigend  et  al.,  2005b;  Weigend,  2006).  All  of  the
recently  described  species  of  Ribes  from  Peru  and
some  of  those  from  Ecuador  were  discovered  in  the
Amotape-Huancabamba  Zone,  an  area  of  extraordi-

(Duellman,  1979;  Berry,  1982;  Young  &  Reynel,
1997;  Ayers,  1999;  Skrabal  et  al.,  2001;  Weigend,
2002,  2004a,  b;  Weigend  et  al.,  2005a;  De  Witt  Smith
&  Baum,  2006).  Notably,  the  species  described  from
Peru  belong  to  two  species  groups  previously  only
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Figure  3.  Ribes  frankei  Weigend  &  Breitkopf.  -A.  Habit  (top  view).  -B.  Aberrant  bracteole.  -C.  Leaf  margin,  abax
side.  -D,  E.  Flowers.  -F,  G.  Leaves.  Drawings  by  H.  Breitkopf;  drawn  from  the  isotype  Hofreiter  &  Franke  1/107  (B).

size  (up  to  8.5  cm),  and
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