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LASCA  LEAVES

open  sunny  exposure  and  do  exception-
ally  well  in  the  coastal  belt  of  southern
California,  from  Santa  Barbara  region
southward  to  San  Diego.  Most  of  the  spe-
cies  grown  in  southern  Califoi

any  type  of  soil  famed  Lord  Hanbury  garden,  La  Mortola,
plants  they  re-  in  Ventimiglia,  Italy.  The  writer  obtained

They  prefer  an  there  some  exceedmgly  interesting
■  ■  ^  to  the  Aloe  collection.  Other

le  from  South  African  Botanical
after  contact  had  been  made  for
horticultural  advantage.  True

dy  but  a  few  can  be  grown  with  unless  seed  is  carefully  collected  from  iso-
certain  success  only  in  the  wanner  coastal  l^ted  specimens,  because  Aloes  have  a
areas  or  other  frost-free  regions.  The  latter  tendency  toward  cross-pollinization,  aided
minority  are  those  which  are  indigenous  to  by  insects.  Bagging  is  the  usual  method
the  warmer  sections  of  South  Africa.  Aloes  followed  to  prevent  this.  For  sheer  orna-
range  in  size  from  small  species  a  few  mental  use,  however,  many  of  the  hybrid
inches  high  to  specimens  attaining  at  ma-  Aloes  are  not  only  acceptable  but  in  some
turity  a  height  of  thirty  feet  or  more  and  instances  superior  to  true  species—  a  fact
tree-like  proportions  forming,  sometimes,  demonstrable  at  the  Huntington  Gardens,
heavy  trunks  with  proportionately  heavy  During  the  18th  century  Aloes  became

Aloes  in  southern  California  that  would  containers  as  well  as  in  the  open  ground
answer  a  variety  of  landscaping  needs  and  plantings.  Ornate  containers  holding  Aloe-
would  provide  a  flowering  schedule  from  plants  of  the  various  sizes  and  types  coukl
October  to  July,  the  peak  of  bloom  coming  be  seen  frequently  on  balconies  or  tcr-

successfuUy  in  this  region  for  tlic  past  live  ctfccts  in  the  gardens  here  where  sul

this  period  indicates  that  it  is  advisable  in  the  landscaping  scheme,
this  climate  to  renew  or  replace  plants  At  the  turn  of  the  present  century  very
every  twenty  to  twenty-five  years,  since  the  few  Aloes  had  found  their  way  into  south-

InrSty"*prodSc'in^''^^''t^  more  vigor  ern  California.  The  species  chiefly  grovsn

spikes  but  a  greater  number  of  them  per  the  hardier  and  more  ornamental'spcucv
season.  Propagation  methods  outlined  be-  Frequently  it  was  found  planted  in  the  okl
low  may  be  followed  to  keep  a  succession  Mission  gardens,  particularly  m  San
of  new  plants  ready  for  the  replacements  Diego,  San  Juan  Capistrano,  and  Santa
that  need  to  be  made.  Barbara,  where  the  coastal  climate  taxor^

The  first  Aloe  plants  in  the  Huntington  its  growth  and  development.  A/oc  i  .  '
Gardens  were  set  out  while  the  estate  was  another  notable  species  in  use  at  thai  t.nu
undergoing  landscaping  plans  to  enhance  and  earlier  in  the  history  of  this  country
It  as  a  private  garden  for  the  pleasure  of  possibly,  in  fact,  the  Aloe  mention..!
the  Huntington  family.  Since  that  tunc.  carhest  Greek  and  Roman  historv  -1.-'.
1907,  a  steady  increase  in  the  colleCo.i  plants  were  valued  for  their  thcrapeuu.

nphshed  by  introduction  of  properties.  The  hi
young  plants  and  seed  from  several  differ-  forms  an  interesting  study
ent  parts  of  the  world.  The  Mediterranean  and  grey-green  leaved  ph
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medicinal  qualities  in  the  leaves,  especi-  from  the  majority  of  species  is  abundant
ally  effective  in  the  treatment  of  burns  that  and  it  germinates  readily.  Germination  is
do  not  respond  readily  to  other  remedies  accomplished  most  successfully  in  seed
(e.g.  X-ray  burns)  .  During  World  War  pans  or  flats.  From  such  pans  young  seed-
II  the  demand  for  the  leaves  with  their  lings  may  be  transplanted  after  a  few
healing  juices  almost  exhausted  the  supply  months  to  containers  allowing  more  room
of  plants  in  the  Huntington  Gardens.  In  for  the  individual  seedlings  to  develop  ;
Puerto  Rico  a  planting  of  considerable  and  from  these  containers,  the  young
size  was  one  time  made  for  experimental  plants  may  be  placed  in  an  open  frame  or
purposes.  The  leaf  of  this  Aloe  when^cut  ground  bed  with  little  overhead  protec-

causes  stain  to  cloth  fabrics  that  no  known  seeding  time.'^depending  upon  the  species,
cleaning  process  will  remove.  Monastery  the  plants  are  usually  strong  enough  to
gardens  in  continental  Europe  planted  this  be  set  out  in  the  open  ground.  Some  of
species  extensively  for  medicinal  use;  these  seedlings  will  begin  to  bloom  after

ly  planted  them  for  landscaping  effects  as  ^  A  quicker  method  of  propagation  is  by
well.  This  particular  Aloe  has  escaped  severing  a  portion  of  the  plant  including  a

n  a  container.  Roots  form  quickly  and
L fairly short time — a matter of months

imLn.  Luuuuiuns.  c»ome  years  ago  a  num-  instead  of  years  —  new  plants  are  ready  to
3er  of  these  escapes  were  found  in  the  use  for  permanent  location.  Such  plants
/icmity  of  a  number  of  the  early  estab-  may  bloom  the  first  year,  but  certainly  will
ished  Missions.  More  recently  several  the  second.  It  does  not  seem  to  matter
icres  of  the  plants  have  been  found  about  how  large  the  head  taken  for  propagation
wenty  kilometers  south  of  the  present  use;  in  the  experience  of  the  Huntington
Vlission  of  Todos  Santos  in  Lower  Cali-  Gardens,  heads  weighing  as  much  as
ornia  —  a  solid  mass  of  them  apparently  twenty  to  fifty  pounds  have  been  success-
vashed  into  an  Arroyo  basin.  fully  rooted.  Especially  adapted  to  this

^^•^unous  fact  about  young  Aloe  plants  incthod  arc  all  species  and^variet^ies  of  the

he  Huntington  Gardens—  a  puzzle  to  ^  :-lh.k!jnj.  ^(Jninns^

o  experience  with  most  other  plants.  Dur-  '  ■  ^  i  his  method  is  known
ng  the  severe  winters  of  1937  and  1949  ve.^u.His.  [  .op.i-ation.
nany  of  the  mature  Aloe  plants  having  Root  division  is  still  another  method,
runks  from  four  to  six  inches  in  diam-  Many  of  the  smaller  species  and  varieties
tcr  and  four  to  six  feet  tall  were  affected  form  broad  clumps  of  numerous  heads,  all
>y  the  frosts  in  direct  reverse  to  the  ma-  of  which  readily  develop  root  systems
ority  of  other  kinds  of  plants  in  the  gar-  which  can  easily  be  separated  into  poten-
Icns.  The  older,  more  solid-tissued  trunks  tial  plants  of  various  desired  sizes.  Other
uffered  fatal  damage  from  the  ground  species  make  underground  runners  in  all
ipwards  to  about  a  one  or  two  foot  height  directions  and  severing  them  at  given
^hile  the  succulent  younger  leaves  and  points  immeasurably  simplifies  the  proced-
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