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"RICE,  BAMBOO,  KYOTO"

Peggy  Sullivan

It  is  frequently  said  about  the  Philip-
pines,  particularly  by  those  who  visit  by
ship  with  one  day  per  country,  that  Manila
is  filthy,  war  scarred  and  a  city  to  miss.
This  is  true.  Yet  during  this  past  spring
the  writer  and  her  Mother  spent  several
extremely  interesting  days  on  Luzon.  The
secret  lies  in  leaving  Manila  behind  and
travelling  by  car  to  the  interior.  Although
even  while  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  a
horticultural  eye  views  many  thrilling
scenes.  Wild  Bird  Nest  Ferns,  five  feet
high  with  fronds  rolled  together  into
cylinders,  are  hawked  like  newspapers  on
Dewey  Boulevard.  Gigantic  clumps  of
Dendrobiums,  captured  from  the  moun-
tains  while  in  their  peak  of  bloom,  hang
from  a  bamboo  pole  over  the  shoulder  of
a  man  as  he  leans  against  a  gigantic  Ficus
rehgiosa.  With  these  inhabitants  of  the
Philippine  jungle,  have  come  into  civiliza-
tion  seeds  of  the  unbelievable  Jade  Vine,
now  pendulant  with  heavy  chains  of  green
pea  flowers  in  many  Manila  gardens.
Along  Manila  Bay  instead  of  staring  at
war  ""momentos"  rusting  in  the  shallow
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Plant-wise,  the  only  residential  district
of  interest  is  Forbes  Park.  Here  the  homes
are  magnificent.  But  the  gardens  fall  short,
due  to  unimaginative  designing,  low  water
pressure  and  a  sub-soil  hardly  worth  the
effort  of  penetrating.  Individual  plant
clumps  such  as  the  Traveller's  Palm  and
species  of  the  Fishtail  Palms  were  impres-
sive  but  without  design  they  resemble  a
Botanical  Garden  !

Beyond  Manila  one  finds  the  villages
and  authentic  Philippine  countryside.  The
countless  rice  paddies,  banana  plantations,
coconut  groves  are  interesting,  especially
m  the  evening  when  bordered  by  wallow-
ing  carabao.  But  fabulous  are  the  "gar-

dens"  —  actually  wild  orchids,  fcrr^
begonias  —  all  in  clay  pots  fasten  i.
bamboo  butts  on  stilts  high  .li
ground  and  chickens.

What  should  be  mecca  for  all  pi
is  the  gorge  at  Pagsanjan.  Ver\
dark  and  deep,  it  is  beloved  b\
nilans  for  its  gentle  rapids  taken
lowed-out  log.  But  to  one  who  h.
the  Colorado  River  these  rapids  \'
quaint!  Actually,  the  overwhelir
felt  in  the  gorge  is  derived  fron^
play  of  native  plants  clinging  by  v.
tips  to  the  vertical  cliffs.  Here  are  t:
Bird  Nest  Ferns  and  Polypodiunl^.  v
thuriums,  palms,  orchids,  begonias,  tra
ferns,  Ficus,  all  in  their  splendor,  with
monkeys  for  companions.

We  left  Manila  with  regret,  not  know-
ing that the next three days would be spent
flying  each  day  back  and  forth  from  Ma-
nila  to  Hong  Kong,  never  being  quite  able
to  pierce  the  Hong  Kong  ^
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refugees  from  the  Communist  regime,  m
Colony  is  pathetically  overcrowded,  du^
the  orchid  trees  (Bauhinias)  vvere
bloom,  an  occasional  Coral  tree
thrina),  and  red  Ceiba  were
against  the  rich  green  Banyans,  \\  ;
clumps  of  bamboo,  tree  ferns  aiu
scattered  about  the  hillsides.  Rath-
mal  horticultural  picture,  yet  a  n'"^"^'''-.;^
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in^'  about  the-  Buddhist  Temple  .olleduit:
the  fallen  rioucrs  of  the  mu.uitu  red  (  e.Ki

touyht  to  keep  bahiixc.  Throuizh  the
mountainous  dirt  roads,  the  car  brushed
a.uainst  the  tree  ferns.  Alpinia.  Philoden-
dron,  Bc^'onia.  Datura  and  Asp^ini^us  pln-
fiinsus.  Enter  into  the  tangled  profusion,
and  one  became  hopelessly  clutched  bv
blooming  Passion  Vine.  Hiyher  up  the
mountain  Rhododendron  and  Azalea  ap-
peared  as  foreigners  to  the  lush  tropical
jungle  below.  Rank  ureen  Pandanus  lined
many  streams,  just  as  blue  Hvdrangeas  re-
placed  the  rice  plants  at  the  paddv  cdue.
AH  enclosed  in  veritable  caces  of  eiant

Oddly  no  private  uardens  ire  dexel-
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Tlie  Botanital  Garden  at  Taipei  is  casu-
ally  maintained,  rich  in  palm  specimens
and  deaf  to  the  Enulish  lanuuayc  The

accompanied  bv  a  thorouchb^  soaked  and
bored  interpreter-  -all  handicaps  to  en-
thusiasm.  But  few  cities  in  the  world  can
provide  on  their  trains,  as  the>  do.  glasses
of  hot  tea  followed  by  scented  hot  to^^els,
all  this  while  rolling  along  through  masses
of  red  Clerodendron  under  crimson  Ceiba.

left  Taiwan  while  still  in  shock  from
receiving  so  much  and  expecting  so  little.

In  Tokyo  we  were  suddenly  in  the
numbing  cold  of  the  Temperate  Zone  in
tarly  April.  But  in  the  f^ve  weeks  to  follow
we  were  continually  warmed  by  the  sincer-



84 LASCA  LEAVES

that  all  this  is  done  with  the  eyes  closed,
the  design  ideas  coming  from  within.  But,
no,  the  eyes  are  open  and  studying  the
natural  landscaping  of  Japan  itself.  The
Inland  Sea  and  the  pine  clad  little  islands
of  Matsushima  are  all  represented  in  gar-
dens  with  quiet  dignity  and  sensitive  pro-
portion.  While  hiking  along  the  trail
above  Myanoshita  a  small  canyon  was  ob-
served  consisting  of  boulders,  thick  moss,
and  deciduous  trees

nadei

familiar  with  the  Japanese  nursery  trade
would  see  great  similarity  between  nursery
methods  and  stock  there  on  the  Islands
and  here  at  home.  Only  the  gallon  can  is
missing!  It  is  replaced  by  burlap  and  raffia
or  newspapers.  A  startling  difference  in
balling  methods  is  noted.  Trees  to  be
transplanted  are  dug  with  extremely  small
balls  of  earth  and  moved  about  the  garden
by  manpower,  with  the  assistance  of  young
lady  gardeners.

But  it  is  in  the  design  of  the  garden
that  the  Japanese  show  their  capacity  for
detail  and  philosophical  leanings.  Their
technique  has  been  described  long  ago  and
is  not  to  be  repeated  here.  But  it  may  be
said  that  their  understanding  is  great  or
the  writer  would  not  have  sat  for  thirty
minutes  on  the  floor  of  a  Kyoto  Temple
and  absorbed  the  raked  sand  and  fifteen
stones  arranged  as  islands  on  the  ocean.

Before  visiting  Japan  one  might  think

DESCANSO  GARDENS  AND  ITS  ROLE  IN  THE

DEPARTMENT  OF  ARBORETA  AND  BOTANIC  GARDENS

the  God-i
sessed  an  almost  unearthly  resttulness.  An
emotion  not  easily  copied  from  the  wild.

Actually  all  of  Japan  is  blessed  with
great  natural  beauty  .To  this  is  added  sake
and  chopped  octopus,  poached  birds  egg
in  soup,Tnd  seaweed  {ea.  It  was  difficult

On -Y  1,  Descanso  Gardens  was  in  the  Los  Angeles  community
ed  from  the  Department  of  Parks  cultural  center  where  plant  soc
-  ■■  '  ^  '  ■  den  clubs  and  professional  horti

may  assemble,  demon:
and  Recreation  to  the  Department  of
boreta  and  Botanic  Gardens.  This  shift
administration  marks  a  shift  in  policy  from  their  special
that  of  garden  display  to  a  policy  which  ized  and  pi
emphasizes  education  and  testing  in  the  various  horti
horticultural  and  botanical  fields.  Descanso

It  is  planned  that  test  plots  will  be  in-  adapted  for
stalled  to  determine  adaptability  of  certain  facilities  wh
plants  to  local  conditions  and  to  demon-
strate  their  proper  landscape  use  and
growth  requirements.  Outstanding  in  this
category  will  be  plant  families  represented
by  horticultural  societies  and  test  organi
zations  such  as  the  various  All-America
selection  groups.  It  is  planned  also  to  fea
ture  a  demonstration  garden  of  California
native  plants  to  further  interest  in  th(
choice  plants  of  California  and  to  educate
young  people  in  nature  appreciation  anc

to the public

tional  purposes  with  little  or  no  expena.^
ture.  The  first  facility  to  be  ^sed  'S  tn
Lakeside  Cottage  for  the  Children^
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The  Gardet pla; 1  important  role
■al  study.  The  Gardens  proper,
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