
PLANT  PORTRAITS

Mo  7ji
ree

,nJ,r
___  village  of  Uruvala

(now  Buddh  Gaya)  in  central  Bihar  in
northeast  India,  that  Siddhartha,  an  In-
dian  prince,  meditated  for  seven  weeks
on  a  couch  of  grass,  facing  the  east,  until
he  obtained  enlightenment  and  perfect
knowledge  of  Nirvana,  from  which  time
he  became  known  as  Buddha.  This  may
or  may  not  be  true,  except  that  Siddhar-
tha  existed,  lived  about  2,500  years  ago,

long.

of  Buddhism,  a  religion  which  origina.
»n  India  and  later  spread  to  China,  B
ma,  Japan,  Tibet,  and  parts  of
southeast Asia.

The  bo  tree,  or  the  peepul
ree  as  it  ls  sometimes  called,  is

held  sacred  both  by  Buddhists
and  by  the  Hindus.  It  is  con-
s  'dered  a  sin  for  any  devotee  to
m  !t  dow  n,  harm  it,  or  utilize
a  Part  of  it  in  any  manner
When  Dr.  W.  S.  Stewart,  the
t0  ;mer  director  of  the  Los  An-  ^
«*'«  State  and  County  Arbor-  >
eturn,  v  ls  ited  the  famous  bo  tree  /
of  Buddh  Gaya  in  1  9  64  and  '
SOu  ght  permission  from  the  su-  "■  /
F*nntendent  to  take  a  cutting  '  /
ror  the  Arboretum,  his  request  V'

^steafte  ^  fifmIy  ^^  ^

deadl;nchesTnd£ave  n  saleidT

-P-ated  fromthetreebywind  y

on  n,^^  *  S  short  >  ^ect,  and,
old  trees,  with  ridges,  knobs.

and  hollows.  The  branches  a
crooked,  and  spread  widely  in  i
tions.  The  lower  branches  are  nearly  hori-
zontal  and  are  sometimes  supported  by
thick  roots  that  serve  as  additional  trunks.
The  bark  is  fairly  smooth  and  grayish
and  peels  off  in  roundish  flakes  of  ir-
regular  size.  The  leaves  are  somewhat
egg-  or  heart-shaped,  smooth,  deep-green
above  but  paler  beneath,  shiny,  leathery,
with  long  pointed  tails  and  slender  pen-
dulous  stalks.  They  are  adapted  for  life
in  very  wet  climates  because  the  tail



from  the  surface  of  the  leaf,
thereby  allowing  it  to  resume  its
respiratory  functions  soon  after
the  rain  stops.  The  receptacles
(figs)  are  small,  purplish-black
when  ripe,  and  much  liked  by
birds.  As  its  Latin  name,  Ficus
religiosa,  indicates,  the  bo  tree
is  a  species  of  fig.

The  figs  are  eaten  by  birds
squirrels  and  monkeys  which
drop  the  seeds  on  the  branches
of  other  trees,  where  they  germi-
nate  and  grow.  The  host  tree,
which  at  first  supports  the  in-
truder,  eventually  ,s  strangled
by  its  strong  encircling  roots  and
succumbs.  This  does  not  mean

at  the  bo  tree  is  a  parasite.  It
takes  no  food  from  the  host  tree
relying  on  air  and  rain  until  its
roots  reach  the  ground.  When
the  s  f  ds  germinate  in  the
ground,  the  tree  develops  a  single
runk  and  behaves  very  much

iike  any  other  ordinary  tree
The  bo  tree  is  indigenous  to

Bengal,  near  the  foot  of  the
Himalayas  It  is  frequently  plant-
ed  throughout  India  and  Burma
except  in  very  dry  regions.  Plant-
ing  a  bo  tree  in  front  of  a
felling  is  Supposed  to  hrmg

ocSplTor  own  P  e  r  r  P  A  er  ^  t0  i  **  **  *"  l0CgUd  *  *****  G  «
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J  g  ^remony  is  celebrated  between
^o  when  they  are  planted  side  by  side
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and  Professor  Emeritus,  Department  o
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in the presetRiverside

Arbo  ^  he  bQ  ^  cm  -

^adrats  L  10  and  13.  It  is  a  sight
see  their  poplar-like  pendant  leaves

fluttering  and  dancing  in  th  v  T
b-e.  The  accession  V  T  T

natedtothe  Arboretum  in  195"

1952.  Tl
e donated tree
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