
Committee  of  the  Southern  California
Horticultural  Institute  he  participated  in
the  search  for  an  Arboretum  site.  In  1955,
he  became  a  member  of  the  California
Arboretum  Foundation  Board  of  Trustees,
serving  as  its  president  from  1963  to

A  resident  of  Arcadia  for  the  past  36
years,  Mr.  Roach  is  perhaps  best  known
is  the  longtime  publisher  of  the  Arcadia
Tribune  and  associated  newspapers.  Dur-
ing  this  period,  1940-1974,  he  also  served
for  ten  years  as  the  director  of  the  Los
Angeles  Newspaper  Service  Bureau  and
w  a  board  member  of  the  California
Newspaper  Association.  Always  active  in
cvic  affairs,  Mr.  Roach  has  served  as  the
Erector  of  the  Arcadia  Chamber  of  Com-

merce,  director  and  president  of  the  Santa
Anita  Family  Service,  and  continues  to
serve  today  as  a  trustee  of  the  Methodist
Hospital  of  Southern  California  and  as
I  member  of  the  United  Way  Budget
Committee.

R  UTH  MARY  LARSON

J  N  1968,  before  the  Arboretum's  offi-
cial  service  organization,  Las  Volun-

*"*,  had  been  formed,  a  notice  was  placed
JjJ  a  volunteer  opportunities"  column  in
J  Los  Angeles  Times  inviting  women
lead  m  becomin  g  school  field  trip
metY  C  °  me  to  an  orientation  meet  "
°f  th°  k"  the  nature  and  requirements
th*  C  •  Among  those  responding  to
wife  mV  f  ltation  was  Mrs  -  Leland  Larson,
contra^!  Hacienda  "eights  engineering
C  n  ,  N  ,°  one  recalls  toda  y  how
that  m  d  Ieaders  were  enrolled  at
i  t  ^  m ** m g,  but  Mrs.  Larson remembers
career  f  S  ?  rt  °  f  a  new  '  extracurricular
Franrj  %.  '  and  Arboretum  Director
look  hi  k  ^  and  the  Arboretum  staff
0I  *  of  aC  t  h.  t0  *  aS  ^  ha  PPy  inning  of
tribute  ,  most  effective  volunteer  con-
of.  °  ns  the  garden  has  had  the  benefit

,  Ruth  Mary

served  as  a  school  field  trip  leader,  add-
ing,  for  the  last  two,  service  as  vice-
president  of  Las  Voluntarias  and  chair-

Ruth  Mary  Larson

In  1972,  she  was  elected  president  of
Las  Voluntarias,  occupying  this  position
for  two  years  while  also  serving  as  chair-
man  of  two  Baldwin  Bonanzas.  In  1973,
she  was  appointed  to  the  County  Board
of  Governors,  and  reappointed  in  .rovernors,  ana  rca-p^ain-w  >»  j—i  --
1975  by  Supervisor  Peter  Schabarum  In

i  she  was  elected  first  vice-president

^8  her  first  three)

1974,  she  was  eiecteu  uim  *"*r"j~
of  the  California  Arboretum  Foundation
Board  of  Trustees  and,  two  years  later,
was  elected  president,  her  present  post.
In  the  meantime,  she  took  on  the  addi-
tional  job  of  managing  the  Arboretum
Gift  Shop  where  she  set  about  expanding
the  inventory,  adding  f  f  ^
items  and  eliminating  most  of  those  in

,um  Foundation,  Ruth  Mary  looks  for-

her,  we  will  be  able  to  complete  the  dme
t  f  :nd:.obu,ia.heHa,lofEnv,ron-

mental  Education  within  the  nex  ,

"'Ruth  Mary  Larson  is  almost,  but  not



September.  1976

With  Loran  White-
lock,  Arboretum
trustee  and  cycad
collector  looking  on,
Department  Director
Francis  Ching  adds
finishing  touches  to
planting  of  a  large
Encephalartos/ff/te-
historic  and  Jungle
Garden.

quite,  a  native  daughter.  Born  in  Rawlins,
Wyoming,  she  has  lived  in  this  area  since
she  was  four  years  of  age,  growing  up  in
Whittier  where  she  raised  her  three  chil-
dren  and  where  she  attended  Whittier
College.  Today  she  lives  in  nearby  Chap-
man  Woods,  happy  to  be  "on  call"  from
the  Arboretum  for  any  of  the  special  ser-
vices  she  has  willingly  undertaken,  such
as  baking  a  batch  of  brownies  for  a
luncheon  for  which  she  will  also  serve  as
hostess,  or  filling  in  at  the  sales  counter
of  the  Gift  Shop.

GIFT  OF  CYCADS

A  large  crate  containing  cycads  na-
**  tive  to  South  Africa  was  received
at  the  Los  Angeles  State  and  County  Ar-
boretum  last  May,  a  gift  of  the  National
Botanic  Gardens  of  South  Africa,  Kirsten-
bosch.  The  plants  were  sent  by  the  Na-
tional  Botanic  Gardens  as  a  contribution
to  the  Arboretum's  newest  educational  re-
source,  the  Prehistoric  and  Jungle  Garden.
Among  the  species  received,  all  belonging
to  the  genus  Encephalartos,  are:  horridus,
humilis,  lehmanii,  friderici-guilielmi,  tri-
spinosus,  arenarius,  longifolius,  alten-
stemu,  latifrons,  and  natalensis.  Some  of

these  species be  found  or  pur-
chased  'in  the  United  States.  Together,
they  represent  an  important  contribution
to  an  Arboretum  education  program  cen-
tered  in  a  unique  garden  that  offers  stu-
dents  and  visitors  the  opportunity  to  study

it  have  survived  in  more  or  less
d  form  for  two  hundred  million

years.  In  addition  to  observing  the  living
specimens,  visitors  will  be  able  to  obsen
plants  that  have  evolved  through  a  serif
of  exhibits  in  the  observation  deck  within
the  Prehistoric  and  Jungle  Garden.

Because  cycads  are  very  slow-growing
it  takes  many  months  for  them  to  re
to  their  original  growing  condition  .dfc
being  moved  from  their  natural  habita
It  has  been  possible  to  plant  three  ofth
cycads  received  from  the  National  Botan*
Gardens  in  their  permanent  location  in
the  Prehistoric  and  Jungle  Garden,^
remainder  are  reestablishing  •  n  lant-
systems  in  containers  before  being  p
ed  in  the  ground.

CAF  TRUSTEES

New  members  of  the  Board  of  Trust-
ees  of  the  California  Arboreturn

Foundation  not  reported  in  ou
are  Mr.  Harris  Newmark  and •. Da viJ
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