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of   hybridization,   and   that   the   bird   I   saw   with
white   inner   margins   to   the   outer   tail   feathers
was   in   fact   a   hybrid   between   the   two   species.
Examination   of   specimens   in   collections   in
museums   in   New   York,   Chicago   and   Washing-

ton where  collections  from  Ladakh  are  housed
failed   to   reveal   the   presence   of   such   a   sus-

pected hybrid.  However,  the  altitudinal  sepa-
ration of  the  species,  at  least  until  recently,
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would   tend   to   militate   against   the   collection
of   such   a   specimen.   I   would   urge   visitors   to
the  Ladakh  area  to   watch  out   for   mixed  flocks
of   these   two   common   species   at   intermediate
altitudes   and   carefully   note   the   presence   of
partially   white-tailed   birds   such   as   I   have   des-

cribed. It  would  seem  quite  likely  that  hybrids
could   occur   in   such   an   increasing,   overlapping
range.

S.   DILLON   RIPLEY

9.     SOME   OBSERVATIONS   ON   A   NEST   OF   THE   COMMON   CROW-
PHEASANT,   CENTROPUS   SINENSIS   (STEPHENS)

The   common   crow-pheasant,   Centropus
sinensis   (Stephens),   locally   known   as   'Kamadi
kukkaf,   is   a   common   Indian   bird   and   one   of
the   few   non-parasitic   members   of   the   Cuckoo
family   in   India.   Whistler   (1963)   and   Ali
(1976)   have   given   notes   on   various   habits
of   this   bird.   There   is   little   information   regard-

ing its  breeding  biology.  Ali  and  Ripley  (1969)
have  mentioned  that  even  the  incubation  period
and   other   details   of   the   breeding   biology   of
the   crow-pheasant   are   unknown.   The   follow-

ing account  summarises  the  observations  made
on   a   nest   of   this   bird   in   Punjab.   This   com-

munication will  add  some  information  to  the
existing   knowledge   about   this   bird.

A   nest   of   the   common   crow-pheasant   was
discovered   in   a   'kahi'   (Saccharum   spontaneum)
bush   at   village   Bias   Pind,   district   Jullundur
(Punjab)   while   surveying   that   area   for   the
nests   of   the   blackthroated   weaverbird,   Ploceus
benghalensis   (Linnaeus),   in   'kahi'.

Nest:
On   19th   June,   1979   a   'helmet'   of   the   black-

throated   weaverbird   was   located   on   a   'kahi'
bush   with   the   owner   male   working   on   it.   The

crow-pheasant   started   building   its   nest   in   the
same   bush   on   20th   June.   On   the   first   day   of
its   construction,   the   nest   was   a   large,   elongat-

ed, loose  sphere  in  the  centre  of  the  bush  made
by   binding   the   leaves   of   the   same   bush.   On
the   next   day,   more   leaves   were   found   to   be
incorporated   in   the   structure   and   a   lateral
opening  was  distinguishable  on  the  western  side
of   the   thick   wall.   The   'helmet'   of   the   black-
throated   weaverbird   was   also   incorporated   into
the   nest.   In   building   the   nest,   both   members
of   the   crow-pheasant   pair   took   active   part.
The   birds   went   on   incorporating   leaves   into
the   nest   structure   even   after   the   laying   of   the
first   egg.   The   nest   was   completed   on   23rd
June   i.e.,   in   three   days.   It   was   built   of   the
leaves   of   the   'kahi'   bush   only,   without   any
other   material.   The   completed   nest   measured
28x25   cm   internally,   with   the   entrance   hole
measuring  15  x  19  cm.  It  was  placed  at  a  height
of   1.4   m  from  the  ground.

Eggs'.
The   first   egg   was   laid   on   22nd   June   and

subsequently  four  eggs  were  laid  at  intervals  of
one,   two,   two   and   three   days   respectively.   The
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