
MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

River   and   adjoining   streams.   The   latest   record
of   this   species   is   from   Ladakh   by   Talwar
(1978).

N.   kashmirensis   Hora   is   endemic   to   Kash-
mir  Valley   (Silas   1960).   It   was   reported   by

Sharma   &   Sharma   (1974)   from   Poonch   Val-
ley for  the  first  time  but  has  not  been  reported

from   Jammu   (Tawi)   so   far.
N.   rupicola   McCl.   is   abundant   in   Kashmir

Valley   (Das   1965)   and   the   Doon   Valley
(Singh   1964).   Khan   &   Kamal   (1979)   reported
it   from   River   Kosi   (Bihar).   It   is   the   most
abundant   cobitid   loach   of   Poonch   Valley,   being
found   in   Poonch   River,   rivulets,   ponds,   pools,
tanks   as   well   as   large   drains   and   rice   fields.
There   being  no   previous   record   of   this   species
from   Poonch   Valley,   the   present   report   is   an
extension   of   range   of   this   species.   It   has   not
been   recorded   from   Jammu   (Tawi)   so   far.

N.   marmoratus   (Heckel)   is   a   basically   lacu-
strine species,  which  is  abundant  in  Kashmir

lakes   (Silas   1960,   Das   1965).   It   was   collected
from   Sooran   torrent   (Poonch   Valley)   by   me
and   is   a   new   record   for   that   region.

N.   vittatus   (Heckel)    is   also   endemic   to
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Kashmir   Valley   (Silas   1960)   but   has   not   been
recorded   from   any   part   of   Jammu   Province
so   far.   The   present   report   of   the   occurrence
of   this   species   in   Poonch   Valley   (Sooran   tor-

rent) is,  therefore,  a  new  record  for  Jammu
Province.

A   comparison   of   the   ichthyofauna   of
Kashmir   Valley   with   that   of   Poonch   Valley
reveals   that   there   is   a   relatively   low   endemi-
city   of   the   fish   fauna   in   the   river   systems   of
Poonch   Valley.   Probably   a   geologically-  suffi-

cient time  lapse  has  not  occurred  for  the  fishes
in   Poonch   Valley   to   evolve   into   new   species,
which   offers   a   sharp   contrast   to   the   ichthyo-

fauna of  the  older  river  systems  of  Kashmir
region   (Das   &   Nath   1965,   1971).
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19.     OCCURRENCE   OF   ZEBRIAS   JAPONICUS   (BLEEKER)
(SOLEIDAE:   PISCES)   IN   THE   BAY   OF   BENGAL,   OFF

VISAKHAPATNAM

(With   a   text-figure)

Eight   species   of   the   genus   Zebrias   Jordan
and   Snyder,   1900,   have   so   far   been   recorded
from   Indian   waters   (Day   1878,   Norman   1928,
Talwar   &   Chakrapani   1967,   Rama   Rao   1967,
Yazdani   1976,   Joglekar   1976,   Oommen   1977).
Another   species   identified   as   Zebrias   japonicus
(Bleeker),   was   collected   from   the   trawl   catches
off   Visakhapatnam.   The   only   other   region   of
its   occurrence   is   Japan   (Talwar   &   Chakrapani
1967)   and   Taiwan   waters   (Chen   and   Weng
1965).   As  it   is   recorded  for  the  first   time  from
India,   a   short   description   is   given   (Fig.   1).
Synonymy   of   the   species   is   given   by   Chen   &
Weng   (1965).
Material:   One   specimen   measuring   100.0   mm

in   standard   length,   from   trawl   catches,   off
Visakhapatnam   on   28-10-79.

Counts:   D.   85;   A.   72;   P.   (eyed)   9;   P.   (blind),
5   (rudimentary);   V.   5;   C.   17;   L.   1.   95;

Vertebrae   44   (from   radiograph).
Measurements:     In    standard    length:   Head

length   5.5;   Body   depth   2.9;   In   head   length:
Snout   length   3.6;   Eye   diameter   3.6;   Pec-

toral fin  length  (eyed)  2.0.
Description:   Body   elongate,   elliptical,   gra-

dually tapering  posteriorly;  head  small;  eyes
separated,   upper   eye   slightly   in   advance   of
lower   eye.   Interorbital   space   about   half   of   eye
diameter.   Anterior   nostril   on  ocular   side  a   long
tube,   backward,   reaching   anterior   border   of
lower   eye,    posterior    shorter    than   anterior,
covered   by   a   flap.   Mouth   moderate,   curved;
Papillae   are   present   on   blind   side   from   upper
lip  to  dorsal  fin  beginning  with  series  of  fringes
along   opercular   margin.   Teeth   developed   on
blind   side   only.   Scales   rough,   strongly   ctenoid
on   both   sides.   Head   and   interorbital   space
covered  with  scales.  One  straight  lateral  line  on

S   lew

Fig.  1.    Zebrias  japonicus  (Bleeker).
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