
MiSCBLLANBOVS  NOTES 159

R  EFERENCES

Alexander,  H.  G.  (1929)  :  Some birds
seen in the Indian Ocean and Mediter-
ranean. Ibis (5) 12 : 41-53.

(1931)  :  Shearwaters  in  the
Arabian Sea. Ibis (13) 1 : 579-581.

Gibson-Hill,  C.  A.  (1948)  :  The  storm
petrels occurring in the northern Indian
Ocean and adjacent seas. /. Bombay nat.
Hist. Soc. 47 : 443-449.

Jouanin,  C.  (1955)  :  Une  nouvelle
espece  de  Procellariide.  Oiseau  25  :
155-161.

(1957)  :  Les  Proceliariides
melaniques  signales  en  mer  d'Oman.
Oiseau 11 : 12-27.

Junge,  G.  C.  A.  (1941)  :  Biological
results  of  the  Snellius  expedition  X  :
Aves. Temminckia 4 : 100-108.

Phillips,  W.  W.  A.  (1947)  :  The  orni-
thological  diary  of  the  voyage  of  the
s.  s.  San  Luzon  from  St.  Johns,  New
Brunswick, to Karachi, India. /. Bombay
nat. Hist., Soc. 46 : 593-613.

(1950) : Wilson's Storm Pet-

rels, shearwaters and other seabirds in
the  Gulf  of  Aden  and  Indian  Ocean.
/. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 49 : 503-508.

Phillips,  W.  W.  A.  (1954)  :  Petrels,
shearwaters  and  other  seabirds  in  the
northern Indian Ocean.  /.  Bombay nat.
Hist. Soc. 52 : 335-348.

(1955)  :  Wilson's  Petrel
[Oceanites  oceanicus  (Kuhl)].  In  Indo-
Ceylon  waters,  with  special  reference
to  the  1954  southwards  migration.
/.  Bombay nat.  Hist.  Soc.  53 :  132-133.

—  &  Sims,  R.  W.  (1958)  :  Some
observations  on  the  fauna  of  the  Mal-
dives.  III.  Birds.  /.  Bombay  nat.  Hist.
Soc. 55 : 195-217.

Ripley  II,  Sidney  Dillon  (1961)  :  A
Synopsis  of  the  Birds  of  India  and
Pakistan  :  5.  Bombay  Nat.  History
Society.

Roberts,  B.  B.  (1940)  :  The  life  cycle
of  Wilson's  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus
(Kuhl).  Brit.  Graham Land Exped.  1934-
1937 Sci. Rep. 1 (2) : 141-194.

7.  THE  BLUETAILED  BEE-EATER  MEROPS  PHILIPPINUS
LINNAEUS,  NESTING  IN  CEYLON

You  will  be  interested  to  hear  that  I  have  recently  established
that  the  Bluetailed  Bee-eater,  Merops  philippinus  Linnaeus,  nests  in
Ceylon.

I  found  a  single  pair  at  Kumana,  in  the  Eastern  Province,  nest-
ing  in  a  sandy  slope  leading  down  to  an  estuary,  during  Easter  1962.
I  think  that  these  birds  were  incubating  as  I  saw  one  of  the  birds
enter  the  hole  and  stay  within  for  about  3  minutes  only  possibly
feeding  the  mate.  If  young  were  being  fed  the  visits  would  have
been  more  frequent  and  regular.

Again,  a  fortnight  later,  I  came  upon  some  of  these  birds  further
north  up  the  same  coast  obviously  feeding  young.  They  were
catching  flies  over  the  sea  and  returning  very  regularly  to  the  nest
at  intervals  of  about  5  minutes.  Unfortunately,  I  could  not  get  to
wtiere  they  had  their  nests  as  this  was  on  the  other  side  of  a  river
over  which  I  had  no  means  of  crossing.

PiNGARAWA,
Namunukula,  C.  E.  NORRIS
Ceylon,
May  19,  1962.
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