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Snow or the freezing of still water upsets and, in fact, misses
the flight programine or many birds on a sanctuary, but there are
some wnich ao not change thewr daily flight routine. When a noise
takes place you get two-way traffic mstead of one way owing to the
change not being adopted by all—the hour of fhight 1s generauy kept
the same. Heron are even more punctual and regular in thelr
tughung than duck and geese.

An exampile ot persistence n flighting was that of pack after pack
ol geese leaving the riokra preserve near Srinagar from about 8 a.m.
till 11 a.m. over the poplar avenue on the main road from Bara-
mulla to dSrinagar. 1v was a common thing to see up to a dozen
guns lined up blazing away at the geese gong over hike formations
of awr crait. ‘Lie percenvage of kius to snows fired was very low
because the birdas were pracucally out of shot and killed only by a
chance peiet or broughv down owing to a broken wing. Wounded
birds were numerous, and there was always a collection of villagers
on foot and mounted on ponies on the look out for any that fell in
the distance. 'L'he reward for retrieving a bird varied with the dis-
tarce. One brought m by a horseman from a mile or more cost
pracucally the brinagar game dealer’'s price. lhe poplar avenue
naving become very owd and badly attected by borers has been recent-
ly cuv down opposite Hokra. i1t will be interesting to see if the
geese now go over lower or whether they wil still adjust their
neight to sometning at which No. 4 shot was irritant rather than
letnal.

I'here is no doubt many shooters are nusled. By the way visi-
bility of thghung birds varies from a large number of causes such
as the heignt, speed of thght, amount ot dayhght still lett, cloud,
moisbure or the air. It 1s sometimes said any bird you can see
fiighuing is within range. 1T'his 18 most misleading because at one
stuge oL the waning hght you see only birds thav are a good 100
yaras off. Agan you kil a bird thought to be a long shot only to
fnnd from the density of pellets in it that it was in reality a near
shot. -1t 1s true thav, it you are sitting over a small patch of feed-
ing ground the birds you see as they aught are within shot as also
are birds walked up on a feeding ground. 1t is possible, for inst-
ance, to get mallard in this way walking over some very favourite
nignt haunt and taking a snap shot as the bird appears as a black
spot-for a moment, but this is hardly true flighting. In a true
evening flight the shooter has also to take into consideration the
varying size of birds, teal low down look much the same as big
duck twice as high up. .

SRINAGAR, JKKASHMIR. G. DE LA P. BERESFORD, -
December 80, 1943. Major General.

XII.—MOULTING OF DUCK AFTER ARRIVAL IN INDIA.

I was very interested in Miscellaneous Note No. XI in the
current issue of the Journal (Vol. xliv, p. 800) regarding the moult-
ing of duck after arrival in India since 1 also came across an
instance of this some years ago at a village called Tadunia on the



S

s

T o o
e

A L

B




ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Parsons, R E. 1944. "Moulting of Duck After Arrival in India." The journal of the
Bombay Natural History Society 44, 478-479.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/188013
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/153862

Holding Institution
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by
Biodiversity Heritage Library

Copyright & Reuse

Copyright Status: In Copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Rights: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 14 April 2024 at 05:13 UTC


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/188013
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/153862
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

