
MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

1.   THE   HARVARD   COLLECTION   OF   SOUTH   ASIAN   MAMMALS

Founded   in   1859,   the   Museum   of
Comparative   Zoology   (MCZ)   at   Harvard
University   in   Cambridge,   Massachusetts,
possesses   the   oldest   systematic   mammal
collection  in  the  United  States.  While  not  ranked
among  the  larger  mammal  collections  in  terms
of  number  of  specimens  housed,  the  Mammal
Department  of  the  MCZ  stands  as  one  of  the  most
complete  collections  in  the  world,  in  terms  of
taxa  represented  in  its  holdings.

In   a  recent   review   of   South   Asian
mammals  in  the  collection  of  the  MCZ,  we  have
identified  more  than  700  specimens  representing
160  different  species  from  the  South  Asian  region
(here  taken  to  include  Pakistan,  India  including
the  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands,   Sri   Lanka,
the   Maldives,   Nepal,   Bhutan,   Bangladesh  and
Upper  Myanmar).  The  species  represented  are
listed  in   Table   1.   The  intention  is   to   inform
researchers,  especially  those  in  the  South  Asian

Table  1 : List  of  mammal  species  from  South  Asian  localities  in  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology
at  Harvard  University

Insectivora
Hemiechirius  collaris
Hemiechinus  micropus
Crocidura  horsfieldi
Suncus  etruscus
S uncus  mon  tan  us
Suncus  murinus
Suncus  stoliczkanus
Nectogale  elegans
Soriculus  caudatus
Soriculus  nigrescens
Euroscaptor  micrura

Indian  long-eared  hedgehog
Indian  (Pale)  hedgehog
Horsfield's  shrew
White-toothed  pygmy  shrew
Sri  Lanka  highland  shrew
Asian  house  (Grey  musk)  shrew
Anderson’s  shrew
Elegant  water  shrew
Hodgson’s  brown-toothed  shrew
Himalayan  shrew
Himalayan  (Eastern)  mole

Scandentia
Tupaia   belangeri   Northern   (Malay)   tree   shrew

Chiroptera
Pteropus  giganteus
Pteropus  melanotus
Rousettus  leschenaulii
Rhinopoma  hardwickei
Rhinopoma  microphyllum
Saccoiaimus  saccolaimus
Taphozous  longimanus
Taphozous  meianopogon
Taphozous  nudiventris
Megaderma  lyra
Megaderma  spasma
Rhinolophus  ferrumequinum
Rhinolophus  iepidus
Rhinolophus  rouxi
Hipposideros  atra
Hipposideros  fulvus
Hipposideros  lankadiva
Hipposideros  pomona
Hipposideros  speoris
Kerivoula  picta

Indian  flying  fox
Black-eared  flying  fox
Leschenault’s  rousette  (Fulvous  fruit  bat)
Lesser  mouse-tailed  bat
Greater  mouse-tailed  bat
Naked-rumped  pouched  bat
Long-winged  tomb  (Longarmed  sneathtaii)  bat
Black-bearded  (Bearded)  sheathtail  bat
Naked-rumped  tomb  bat
Greater  (Indian)  false  vampire  bat
Lesser  false  vampire  bat
Greater  horseshoe  bat
Blyth’s  horseshoe  bat
Rufous  horseshoe  bat
Dusky  roundieaf  bat
Fulvus  roundieaf  bat
Indian  roundieaf  bat
Pomona  roundieaf  bat
Schneider’s  roundieaf  bat
Painted  bat
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during  the  1860s  and  1 870s  with  their  donations
of  large  natural  history  collections  from  India.
Another   period   of   significant   growth   in
accessions  from  South  Asia,  especially  of  bats
and  primates,  occurred  under  the  enthusiastic
tenure  of  the  great  mammalogist  G.M.  Allen  as
Curator   of   the   MCZ,   Mammal   Department
(during  1 924- 1 942).  More  recent  additions  to  the
collection   have   included   specimens   procured
during  expeditions  to  Nepal  and  Pakistan  in  the
1950s.

There  is  one  name-bearing  type  series  of  a
South  Asian  mammal  at  the  MCZ  — the  holotype
and  paratype  of  Pteropus  ariel  (=  P.  giganteus
arid)  described  by  G.M.  Allen  (1908)  from  the
Maldives  (see  Helgen  and  McFadden,  2001 : 141).
The   department   holds   topotypes   of   many
mammalian   taxa   from   the   region,   including
Buclorcas   taxicolor  ,  Capra   falconeri
cashmiriensis,  Soriculus  c and  at  us,  S . nigrescens,
Niviventer  niviventer  monticola ,  Niviventer  eha
and   Miniopterus   pusillus.   Additionally,   the
collection   also   contains   specimens   of   a  large

number  of  South  Asian  mammals  that  are  rarely
collected.

In  the  list,  taxonomy  follows  Wilson  and
Reeder   (1993);   common  names   follow  Wilson
and  Cole  (2000);  where  these  names  deviate  from
Prater  (1948),  that  author’s  common  names  are
given  in  parentheses.
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2.   LITTLE   GREBE   TACHYBAPTUS   RUFICOLLIS  :  AN   ADDITION
TO   THE   AVIFAUNA   OF   LADAKH

On  the  morning  of  July  1,  1999  between
1000   and   1030   hrs,   three   adult   little   grebe
Tachybaptus  ruficollis  in  summer  plumage  were
observed  at  Trishul  Tso,  a small  lake  created  by
the  Army,  near  the  headquarters  of  the  Ladakh
Scouts  on  the  Leh-Srinagar  road.  The  birds  were
immediately   recognised   as   little   grebe
Tachybaptus  ruficollis , a species  familiar  to  the
observers.  On  July  3,  1999  only  one  bird  was

recorded  at  the  lake.  HSS  checked  for  the  birds
again  at  the  lake  on  July  9,  1999,  but  none  were
sighted.

There   are   no   previously   documented
records  of  little  grebe  from  Ladakh  to  the  best  of
our  knowledge.  Ali  and  Ripley  (1981),  Grimmelt
et   al.   (1998)   and  Kazmierczak  and  van  Perlo
(2000)  do  not  mention  this  area  in  the  species’
distribution.
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