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After  examining  type  specimens  of  several  taxa  in  association  with  my
treatment of the Caryophyllaceae for the Generic Flora of the Southeastern Uni tecl
States,  I  find  the  following  combination  is  necessary:

Minuartia  muscorum  (Fassett)  Rabeler.  romh.  nov  — -Stdlaria niNscoruni Fasserc,
Rhodora 39:460. 1937. Arenarni fassettn Shinners, Sida 1:51. 1962. — Type: OKLA-
HOMA. Delaware Co.: wet, springy limestone cliff, Dripping Springs, 19 Apr 1936,
Fassdt & Watts  ̂18030 (iiOLorvpi:: WIS; isoi vpi;: MO!, GH!).

Arenana pcnidci Michaux forma robastd Stcyermark, Rhodora 43:330. 1941. — A. patida van
rohiista (Sreyermark) Maguire, Amer. Midi. Naturalist 46:507. 195 1 . MinnarUapcitula van
robiista (Steyermark) McNeill, Rhodora 82:499- 1980.— Type: MISSOURI. Butler Co.:

W
MO!).

Arenaria muriadahi Maguire, Amen Midi. Naturalist 46:507. 195 1 . — Minuartut mNriadatci
(Maguire) McNeill, Rhodora 82:499- 1980.— Typp: ARKANSAS. Prairie Co.: prairies,
215 ft elev., Ulm, 9 May 1937, Demctree J 4920 (iiOLcmTE: NY!; isotvpe: MO!).

Except for Shinners' ( 1 962) transfer oiSidlaria muscorinn to A renaria, this taxon
has  been  ignored  since  Fcissett  (1937)  described  it.  Tlie  type  gathering  of  M,  mm-
corum  has  shghtly  larger  leaves  and  longer  internodes  and  pedicels  than  the  type
specimens  of  A,  patiila  var.  rohusta.  but  shares  the  annual  habit,  cymose  inflores-
cence,  3-nerved  sepals,  and  large  petals.  Although  Fassett  s  collection  was  ga-
thered  too  early  to  include  seed,  a  later  collection  from  the  same  site  (10  May
1959,  Wallis8188,  VDB)h'as  the  black,  shiny,  muriculate  seeds  that  both  charac-
terize M. muriailata and segregate that t^ixon from M. pat/da (see Wofford 1 98 1 ).

Curiously,  Maguire  (1951)  and  McNeill  (  1  9H())  recogn  ized  both  M.  nmriculata
and  M.  patida  var.  robusta.  A  comparison  of  the  descriptions  of  the  taxa  (Maguire
195  1  ,  Steyermark  1941)  respectively  reveals  that  both  taxa  have  3-nerved  (vs.  5-
nerved  in  \'di.  patida)  sepals,  wider  leaves  than  M  patida  yzx.  patida,  and  seeds
exceeding  0.7  mm  wide  (vs.  0.5-0.7  mm  wide  in  V2X,  patida).  Under  his  entry  for
Arenaria  nmricidata,  Smith  (19S8)  stated  "Material  that  I  earlier  treated  as
Arenaria  patida  Michx.  var.  robusta  (Steyerm.)  Maguire  is  actually  this  species;"
specimens  at  UARK  were  annotated  likewise  by  John  McNeill.  While  Maguire
described  the  seed  surface  of  Al.  muriadata,  neither  he  nor  Steyermark  did  so  for
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M.J)a///L/ van robmta. Had that been done, the parallel treatments may have been
recoirnized sooner.
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