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THE YELLOW BOX, AND A LOST VEGETATION
By T. S. Harr, m.A, B.CE

The Yellow Box, Escolyptus melhodora, 15 nol recorded in
the F.N.C. Census, 1928, for the samdy comntry of the southern
suburhs of Melhourne. There ramaing, however, a small timbered
area at Highett, in which it is the chief tree, and search has
revealed scallered exaniples over a considerable area. Theve is
valuabhle information also, in old plans kindiv shown to mie at
the Lands and Railway Departments. It may at once be
mentioned that all the Yellow Box remaimng 15 m places which
were away from vsual routes of hotanicai excursions even fifty
years ago, bemyg in i class of eonatry which soan went under
culuvation

Agpart irom the coastal strip and the valleys, the sandy soils of
the district oceur under two very different conditivns.  First, in
a great part of this district the subsoil rests directly on the so-
called "red beds,” weak sandstones contuming some clay and
variously coloured by irom oxwles. TFerruginous nodules and
clay usually occur in the subsodl  Second, in other places theve
1€ a considerable thickness of loose or feebly coherenl sands, no
doubt old dune sands. On these the conditions are less favour-
ahle, These sands are well seen in the numerous sand pits about
Cheltenham and elsewhere,’

The osiginal plan of the Brighton Estate, Henry Dendy's
purchase, 1841 gives a gencral description, “"Open forest land,
timhered with Gum, Oak, Chcrry Honeysuckle, ete.  Soi) sand_v
Country gently unduhlmg This lies between the North Road
and South Road. extendmg four miles inland. “Jhere is very
little of the poorer class of country withm this area, But the
original plan of Moorabhin (H. B. Foot, surveyor, [852), mrarks
a strip of country east of Sandringham 111:1 Black Rock “Heath
with occasional patches of Gum scrub.” This area and the
viemily of Cheltenham Park, which is partly dune, were the
chief excursinn localities, and hence our general 1dea of the
district is largely influenced by the poorer land, Darts of the old
dhimes carry trees and these hiave become more noticeable, as there
was little inducement to clear this land early.

The timbered patch at Highett, as the last of its kind remaining
in these parts, seems worth description. It 15 about hall a mile
directly south of Highett station, and a litte north of the junction
of Bay Road and Reserve Road, The land is teatly level and
rd.;tweiy high (120 feet), the valleys on each side being distinct
but not deep. An old dirch and the post-holes show the ferrug-
nous nodules which occur over the red beds, and these heds
arce indicated also on Bay Road on the same ridge, to the south-
emst, and in recent works to the north-west. Tour Eucalypts are
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present, Yellow Box, E, melliodora (imost numerous ), Red Gum,
E yastrate, Manna Gum, E. viuinolis, and even a few Swamp
Gum, £, svata. The other tress are Lightwood, .1cacia implexa,
Black Wattle, 4. smollissima; abundant Bwrsaria, and a few
Caswarme stricla and Clierry Ballart, Exvocarpws cupressijormis.
One Hoobialla, M yoporum inswlore remains in the hedge row,
The Hedge Acacia, 4. armata, is, of course, introdueed.

The ground is mostly grassy, but the smaller plants nobced
include the smooth Flax Lily, Dwwella loewiz, a Mat rush,
Lomawndra filifformis, Sheep’s Burr, Acawa owina, the common
Flat Pea, Platviobiwm obusangwlhon, Creeping Bossea, Bossioen
prostrate, two Pimeleas, P, lwomihs and P, cwwsflora, Ground
Berry, Acrotriche serrvdata, Kidney Weced, Dichondra repens,
Sweet Houndstongue, Cynoglossum suaveolens, and a {ew planis
al 2 Sword sedge, J.epidosperma sp.

The woodland extends in a narrow strip beside a house to Bay
Road, where the Cywoglossiom is apprecialed as a choice plant
it a garden, Fastward at the railway is clearly old dune with
differenit shape and vegelation. In fact most of the hil has
been removed for building sand.  Hul bevond (his aL Pomt Nepean
Road the red beds are again indicated in the telephnne trench,
and the land ts high and fairly level. Tout records a Box as a
marked tree at the comer. None remaim mow, but (here is
Liglnwood in a hedgerow, plenty of Burerme and seme Wattles,
and hoth Flax Liltes and the Houndsrongue, Yellow Bax seems
ro I;:nr-: been present dlso some distance north-west of the present
umber. 1

The other examples of Yellow Box in this diswicr oocur under
very similar conditions, all gn the rises between the valleys, most
of them wills the red beds clearly indicated aud practically certainly
present in every case, Omn the Moorabbm ridge are four poor
trces near the Moorabbin station, two of them on railway land,
about four in the grounds of a house and nursery (beyond some
planted trees) on what was originally the same biock, and a couple
pear & house on Poist Nepean Road, about hali a mile narth-
west,  On the next parallel ridge at Dane’s Road a few remain.
(T was rold rhe place was once called Box Hill) One was
recently eut down north-east from Highett station, and in the
other cirect:on there are several in a small paddock at South
Road. Trom here the higher land spreuds our towards the
soutli-west round the head of a valley. A Ycllow Dox remains
near Bluff Koad.

Kounding the head of the valley, another midge runs to the
norih-west and curries Yellow Box in a paddock near the muni-
cipal golf links, and small second growth on vacant land opposite,
Even on the next rndge there were a couple of Yellow Box in
the prounds of the honsé (now Haileybury College), east of
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Hampton Street. They were possibly planted, but Foot records
Box within half a mile on the same ridge, near Hampton High
Schoal. All these ndges extend inta Brighton, but the land was
cleared early.

The railway plans record a Yellow Box at Glenhuntly station,
Further north-west there were [ormerly several in a paddock at
the south-tast corner of Glen Lira and Bambra Roads. The
origanal plan, agam one of Foot's, has hox here and extends it
northerly a short distance, Near here also, there are still some
Red Gums on relatively high Jand. Another plan has Box at
the corner of Wattletree and Burke Roads. The position is
fairly level and lugh (150 {ect), There are still two old Red
Gums at this corner of Cemtral Park and one te the west.
Easterly along Wattletree Road the grounds round a house have
Yellow Box, Red Gum and Mapna Gum. A post hole seems
to indicate red beds, but ther occurrence 1s pracucally certain
otherwise, The same three Eucalvpts oecur at Hedgley Dene
Gardens, a little to the soutl, and are skilfully worked into the
design.

Box is often mentioned on plans from near Oakleigh to South
Yarra, but many of these are near the edge of the red beds and
may be on the Silurian arca. A few Yellow Box rewain in Alma
Purk, Windsor, west of the railway. The land is relatively high
and fairly level. There is Silurtan rock in St Kilda Hill, hut the
deep railway cutting alongside these trees is in the red beds, 1
knew it well before the slopes were trimmed and soiled, and the
Silurian rock only occurs at the north end of the cuthing.

An old plan of 1849 of the area from High Street, St. Kilda,
to East Prahan records many Hox trees as marked trecs, but
the list is damuaged and the numbers of the allotments lost. Plans
also record Box near Balaclava Road, at the corners of Hawthom
Road and of Hotham.Street, East St, Kilda. Another plan by
Foot, 1830, has twoe marked Box trees on what 1s nnw Cochrane
Street. northi-west of Gacdenvale station.  This octurrence 15 hot
ot the ridge, but is sonth of the varrow sttip of swampy fand,
where the “creck’ developed later. Foot only uses the name
“Box,” but 1 find Yellow Box at the many places where 1 have
been ahle to repeat his abservation.

It seems not unlikely that the Yellow Hox on the flat-topped
ridges may be favoured by slow pun-off of -water rather than
elevation, especially in view nf the frequent occurrence of Red
Gum on high land near them, and the exceptional Swamp Gums
al Highett. A slow run-off ou these soils does nol mvolve serious
swampiness. Red Gums also ocour on rising land between the
two main hranches of the creek west ot Bentleigh, The oceur
rence of the Red Gums outside the valleys means that the Retl
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Gum g a real constituent of the flora, ot merely extending into
the valleys. I would here amend some information I gave (o Dr.
C. 5, Sutton, used in his second article (Victorign Natwalisi,
Vol XXIX, October, 1912). 1 was in error as to the supplier of
cerfain old Red Gum posts, hut omitled to say that they were
obtained quite near; about half a mile south-east of Caulfield
Town Hall. Also the absence of Red Gums on the main road
hegan at Balcombe’s block “near Cheltenham Cemetery,” not
Brghtan, Balcombe's well-knowrn block at Mentone being neatr
enough considering the early date. There iz Red Gum still on
the main yoad just north of Balcombe's Road,

Besides the trecs ar Highett, the red beds carry at other
places Cosnarina suberosa and the Silver Banksia (B. margriata).
A peppermint occurred near Caulfield Town Hall, but T da noc
remember it in Maorabbin. The Blackwood ( Acacia melavoaylon)
belongs partly to the valte{s, but, rather strangely, on the dune
ahThDI‘I Cheltenham both Blackwood and Lightwood run high up
t ill.

The wooded parts on the dune sand have quite a different
character from those of the red heds, though Manoa Gums occar
on both. Among the smaller plants it 15 possible to name some
which seem to prefer one tvpe of country, and we may incidentally
notice some other red beds localities,

As ta Bursaria, Dr, Sutton recorded it fronm the coastal scrub
and I had it as “Woodlands, Hampton” Neither of us seems
to have noticed it on the heath. 1t occurs, however, in the wooded
dune at Cheltenham Park, hut not so abundantly, The Curved
Riceflower (Pimelea curvesflora) was not in Dr. Sutton's first lese,
but was added trom the hill north of Brighton Beach station-—
typical “red beds,” Tt may have disappeared there, but is abun-
dant on the railway at Elstermwick station, and on the next hill
near Rippenlea. An Acacia on the Elsternwick cutting is
apparently Lightwool by its flowering season in summer.

narrow-leaved Bitier Pea (Dawerin corymbosa) occurs
an the red beds at the west “side of the Victoria Golf Links,
Cheltenham. 1t 15 of limited occurrence in this distnict. - Te s
natural that plants common i the forest lands of the eastern
suburbs should appcar here in the better and more timbered areas.

The Sheep’s Burr (Adcacna owing) occurs on the red heds
at many places, The Houndstongue (Cynoglossume swavealens)
found also in grassy land elsewhere, s probably a plant of the
red beds in this district. 1t 1s flowering this auturmn as T have
never seep it before, not only in the limher at Highett, hut on
roadsides near and even on the headlands of a market gardey,
The Sniooth Flax Lily (Dianclla lacvis) séems ta favour the red
beds. Dhanella revaoluta 18 on both classes af couniry, sometunes
aumdant on the poorer sands.
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Podoleprs acunmnata oceurred on the red beds at Brnghton
Beach hill, but T was unable to locate its position on the Victoria
Goli Links, though kindly allowed to explore that area. Among
the plants of the poorer sands is the ITill Sword Sedge (Lepi-
dosperma concarym. It rarely occurs on the red beds at their
boundary. On the other hand it flourishes on nearly bare sands
on broken ground. On the_red beds we often find another
Lepidosperma on the higher flat land as well as valleys.

Iu a general way the country direct on the red beds seems te
run casily to grass under occupation; the dune sands run easily
to bracken, but this point should perhaps not be pressed too
pgidly.  Certainly -many paddocks at DBrighton as I knew them
first (say 1886) were grass with scattered trees, imainly Manna
Gums on the rises and Red Gum in the valleys and, at places
Black Wattle, but. the trcatinent they had received would be
involved, There are, of course, transitions from one kind of
country to the other, and the limiting conditions may differ for
each species, A foot of dune sand might affect some; tree roots
might penetrate many [eet 1{ they could start in the poorer sand.

-1t was noticed that the -Mound Ant (Jridemyrimes detectus)
avoids the lighter and looser dune sand,

The last extensive timbered area.was a block of 155 acres at
Hampton along the whole length of the south side of what 1
now Ludstone Street, a mile and a quarter, starting at Hampton
Street near the school. The cast end, besides the Box tree ‘at
Bluff Road already mentioned, had recently both Casuarinas,
Bursaria, the Houndstongue and the sanic Lepidosperma as else-
where on the red beds. This area was cleared abotit 1890 and
later,

SANDHILL SNAIL IN VICTORIA

Recorded orviginally from Geelong many years ago, the Sandhill Seail
(Helix pisaun) spread through the Western District and across the border
of South Australia. Tt has long been very abundant in the Mount Gambier
district; and indeed, is Aourishing m many parts of its Victorian vange, A
whitish or vellowish-white shell, about 3% inches in dianeler, it has on il
larger whorls numerous linear colour bands, more ur less mcainplete. In
Britain this suail 1s confined to sandhills near the sea; hut on the Continent
it occurs Jar intand; aod ‘possibly was introduced into England from a
Mediterranean country. Its clnef food planis in the British lsles are the
Sea Holly {Eryngnon mariiinvae) and thistles,
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