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HETEROPHYLLY IN THE PRICKFQOT [Eryngium vesiculasum)
By T. S Hary, Croyden

Partiop of 3 lightly grazed paddock east of Crovilon was fenced off duving
1948 and sub-divided, For more than a vear there has been Ittle or no
graring an it and 1 2 waist, grassy valley there [ dound, early in Septenber.
1949, a plant with hollow subulate Yeaves <cveral anclies Jong, leavis
appearing later showed a coarsely serraled narrow blade, with centre strip
represchiting the cariier hollow subulate leat  An Evyngian seemed hikely,
and a search about a mile down the valley, at a place where L. vegivilosuin
hal heen found, detccted sumilar subulate leaves on Lhe hrst spring growth
(hot so advanced), As the seasom udvanced more Jeaves dppeared and the
first-Aowering shoots were detectal iu November  defmitely E. sivswodoswnr,
m which the arched and trailing Mower stens coplrast siramply with the
nearly eract first leaves. Flat raseites of foliage have bien noticed, apparently
% conditieny assumed under grazing., The plant had po doubt heen grazed
off 1 gther seasons and was wknown to two residents acouainted with
the maddock.

Few of 1he available deseriptions memion the hollow subulate condition
af the early scason’s leaves, thaugh Rlack savs they are hollaw in another
cpecies,  Bentham stated, under 5 rostrabion, that in wet situations the
laves are of sonpler form, and thie may aciua'ly be due to carly seasonal
growth white the place is syl very wet, Bentham notices thar flowering
stems resemble stolons bul are not rogling.

These fArat leaves are af considerable futerest far compari<on with other
species of Umbellijere  which retain the fstulate leafl theoughont the
grawth, e, Aciphylta simphciclelio. Care is needed w1 rerarihing plants
irom leaf featurcs alowe, cspecially before maluricy. Nardoo (Marsiha)
can have a simple spathulate Jeal carly W life grd (hon pass Uwough g adna-
tions oF 2 and 3 lobes 10 the normal 4-ialte condition

The development and fading of Eranguon flower colour was deseriled
in Fiet, Nat. L1V, n. 177, the examples there dealt with ¢omiing drom a
owsl patch sowth of South Road. Moorabbin, and esst oi Chapel Rd.
Perhaps the colony may anill survive there?

MESTING MATERIALS OF THE PAINTEDO HONEYEATER

Mr. 3. H. Willis's report (vol, 66, page 136), on the mawcrial used by a
pair of Painted Tloncyeaters, spurs me on ta record some obsecvations made
v members of the Bendigo Field Naturalisis' Club. ’

Mre. Eddy, of Diamond Hill, recently gave us 2 talk on the hirds of his
district, and ¢xhibited several pests, At queston time, Mr. H Miloe asked
the speaker if he knew Tram what plaut the Painted Hoyesters olrained
the rootlets with winch they bined their nests, He didn’t Know, but gaid
tlat they [lew some distance Lo collect them. Al nests thar 1 have examined
kave been Jined with the same maverial.

Que pext oming heing to Dhamend Hil), 1 dererstioed 1o find o, §f
possihle; what the material was. HBecause theee were uodes or projections
at fairly even distances on the “raotlets,”’ T suspectd thas stems of some
tun plam were useld. 1 therefore examined such plants as Vhyswotus
Patersonis, Drosesa Planchomi. and Cavspthn glabetfa. hut they were nol
like the "rootiets.”

Mr. Eddy watched the birds for me, and a few davs later reporied that
he had seen two pairs of birds some distance apart collecling the rootlets
af Darley Grass {fMardewin murinwm), The grass had been tumed up by
x spade ur plongh, Tt would he interesting to know if Faiuted Tloneyeitirs
iv ather places use this same matertal, '
' —Manc Conn, Bendige,
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