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Mr. A, Baker showed specimens ot “imprisoned rocks,” worn
mto smooth surfaces and many curious angles by the action of
water i a conhinarl spuce (pot-holes, eie ).

Mr. R. Lee spoke on seaweeds, ind showed shdes to illustrate
his short tall. These plants are canvenientiy divided into 1hree
sections—Uiie veds. browns, and greens. Chey differ from land
plants in laving neither vascular structure, fluwers nor roots,
reproduction bemg by water-borne spares, and very complicated.

Mr. Croshie Mormison showed o Alm of the fruit-eating bat
(“Aying fox™) and pointed out the comfortable manper 1 which
it wrapped itsell up i its wings and rocked 1seli to seep,

Mr. A. D. Hardy spoke on anto-parasitism of . giant dodder-
laurel (Cassytha swelontfia), and showed that by experunent it hal
been prcn-cd that the haustoria un the twinmg stem did penetrate
mta iis own tissue, He also rveported the case of a "“Bewildered
Grev Box,” whichi had sent down a hranch 30 ft. lung towards the
ground. The foliage on this branch appeared to be that of grey
box, but the flowers and buds were something between 3 grey
and vellow box!

Mr. A, Swabiv made cnme interesting camments on Awgaillaesy
dicica {karly -Nancy), Burciardio umbellata ( Milkapaids) am
Dichopoyan stvictus (Chocalate Lily ;, with regard to the purposes
nf certain floral :tppmdﬂgtﬂ

Mr, Willis read a note from Mr. C Trench telling how in 1892,
on an excursinn to Qakleigh, he had discovered heneinth sgne lea-
tree a patch of Golden Leek-orchids (Prasophyilint Digonn) anl
Corybas wnguiculatus, a small helmet-orchid—both new records
for mainland Austraha, and rhe Tormer new 1o <clence,

| The type of Prasaphyilusis Dixonds, in Melbourne Herlarnnn,
has been critically examined recently hy Mr. W. H. Nicholls, whu
pranounces it to he merely a pale jorm of P. nigricons; 0 the
species must lapse into synonymy.—Ld.]

Mr. Muir, of Dimboola, reported (hat the hahitat of Mrosio-
thyllion fnsm viride {Dusky }.Efk-nrrind] in Vicroria has heen
exlended by another 40 miles, It 18 now known from Dimboola
(the Lype area), Diapur, Portland, from Yorke and Eyvre Penin-
sulus in South r'su.-.tmlm and from near Dripstane, an the centrals
western slopes ai N.S.W.

ORCHID DISCOVERIES OF S$IXTY YEARS AGO
By T. S. Hawr, Crovdan.

During a walk throngh well known cauntry at Cheitenham in
Dcc-:lulJ{:r. 1888, T visited u remarkable circular hollow known to
us as “the amphitheatre.” A small area of flat ground encircling
the lagoon afforded specamens of the orchid Cryptostylis sithaiada,
until then nat known (o me. Hence it hecame the subject of une
of my first attempts ot idemification with the Baron's Key fo
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Victoriaw Plants, which had just heen published. Qrthocerns was
found there a few days later. As it bappened, thesc two orchids
were parhenlarly casy to name, Dr. €05, Sutton apparently did
not locate this occorrence. 11 was not Cheltenhawn Park, husr a
water reserve off Wetherall Road nearby.. 1t passed into private
hands about 30 veurs ago.

T recall also 4 squat form of the greenhood orchic) Frerostvlis
ettenllata, fnund i 1892 on the low chff at Hampton, lants were
to he scen as late as 1912, hut traffic and other canses have proh
ably obliteratec. this pateh long since, The soil is guite differem
[romt the ordwury sundy soil of the district and carried a jew
ather unusual piants. The Baron, | think, noted the orchid as at
"Brighton H]ug” : actvally, 1t 15 on the long gentle curve between
Brightor: and Picnic Point, .

Many vyears ago 1 found close ta Centre Road, Clarinda, a
small Caludenia whose labellum clearly put st wath congesta, hut
not the much larger €, congesta known to me. | showed it to the
Baran and did oot understand him further, in my inexperience,
than a small form related to C. congesia: “posably,” T have in m
notes, “‘a new valiety,” Last spring, while looking at iresh C,
iridescens, the thought struck e, “that leoks like the labellum of
my Clarinda orchid.”

EXHIBITS

Muis E. Ralk ! Acacan leprosa, garden-geown at TTawthorn.

Mr. J. S. Secaten: Leptospersmmm scoporinm, var, “Lembethn,” garden-
grown at Caulbeld

Mre, Altaa Carter: Cane shells—Canis snarmorens L, SW  Pacific; C.
copitencus 1., ¥, QUl., € senator L, Barrier Reef; C, princeps 1., Mexica:
(, aweliens L., Qld ; C. wirga 1... Philippines: €. onernicinny Hwass, Philip-
pines: C. literatns T, Phitippnes: O anemoie Lok, V9660 and
stellatus Reeve, Qlid. ' )

Mr, 1. Atking: Collection of Acacmds from Botanic Gardens—A. wfwiea.
A alala, A. Batleyema, A. colamifoli, A, ‘decwvréns, A, elimgata, A
Howntti, A, Jovesit, A, lopgifalia, A syetifolin, A, pravission, A,
pyenantha, A rupicoln, A wvernicifiue ard A, wesita.

Mr, and Mvrs, Eric Muir (oi Dimboola) : Four cases of manmed eucalypl
froits and bude.

FEATHERTAIL NOTE

When walking down a bush tracie at Walorama ame might i Acgost, ]
heard a rustle i the scrub and shone suy loreh hght among (Ge hushes.
There was a little Pygmy Phalanger or “Feathertadl” gliding frem hranch
ta branch (on a Poftenaes bush) . Tn order to cxamine ies feather-like tail,
I was alile w approach within a few feet of the Sny creature. T then stepped
back as it glided from the bush to a gum tree about 4 vard away and so
disappeared.  After watching that heautiful little-sprite for the first time,
1 felt happy 0 have seen one of Nature's most chiaronny pictares

F.M Cunn.
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