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THE LATE CHARLES HAMILTON FRENCH

By E. E. Pescorr

Charles French, Junior, as we knew him, was born at South Yarra in
June, 1868, and died in July, 1950, aiter a long residence at Canterbury.
{ See note in Vict, Nar., Aug. 1950, p. 76}, his wile having predeceased him
in April, 1949, He was a son of our founder, Charles French the First, from

CHARLES FRENCH, JNR.

An informal snapshot, at Frankston, 1945.
Photo, by courtesy Wild Life.
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whom he Inherited s natueal history instinces 1le wos 3 hary natowalist,
with an amanng general knowledpe of Aostraliail plants, birds, rapiles,
insecls, abariginal artelacts, ete.—all <ane wnder his purview. -

Ater leaving schinol, Charles French, Jor, entéred the offiec of Mr.
Patey, a solicitor m Collins Street; and also a Life Member of 1his Club.
Fater he ‘warked for T Rlair o8 Colline Street. Hut paluenl hstury  wak
ever hefode him and he soon found more congemal employment sn the wisll
of Ihe National Herharium (then -called the “Phytologic Museum of Mel:
bourne' | s @ junior assistant aoder Buron von Mueller; his hrother George
also went to work there as Mueller's messenger. _ :

A gaod all-round knowledge of hatany had been acquired ffaim Wis father,
whe was Jorimerly Mueller's Jabel wrjter and classiher of plants al (b
Botanic Gardens, and young Charles always willingly helped his father w'
thiz work. While al the Gardens, the French father bozane & keen atudlenin
of entomology and quite early mal a hne collection af wsect speciiwens.

Charles Jur assisted the Baron tor-13 years and during that period {util
the latter's deaib in 1B96) he travelled m almost every poriion of 1w
Colony, always making extensive collections for the Herbarium, Ll also
hrought back many entomeological specimens for tis father and zo amassed
a stare of wwtormation in this science. Indeed, whatever e saw 1hat night
interesl some specialist, he put it v his bag, makang his friends—partirnlarly
thoee' in the Club—-very happy. .

Later, Charles Sar, was apporiled Govermment Fatownologist (1689) “and
pare of his work was to adminrster the wewly passed Vegetntion Dikeases
Act. Charles Jnr. was appointed the first inspectar, later ta become, as ‘lhe
work extended, Assistant Government Enomologist. Upon the retiremelt
of liy Wther (1908) he in turn bhecame  Gavernment FEntomologist and
some véars afterwards, whn s great foemd, 1he late ¢ . Bruthebank,
reticed, e was promoted to Biologist in the Department of Agriculture—
a positian he held il 1933, when_he renired full of hanour and respect.

In the pre-Club doye—and [ bave referced to Lhis befere (see Fich. Not,
May, 1940, . dy—regulag Senday mectings of half-a-dozen  paturaksts
would take place at the South Yarra home i Andersan Street. and these
enthus asts would well tales of their last week’s colleetmgs. The boy, Charles
was always nresent, absarhing what he coudd, and when a meeting to Jisotss
lhe formation ¢l 4 Naturalists' Club was beld, be was (here too. He accom-
pamied his father to the first meering of owr Club, held at the Melbourne
Albenacumn wn May 17th, 1880 (Sowthern Scicnce KWecord, 1, p. 11, Dec,
1880), bt wus not sllowed 1o join-at once, suied tys father thoughi, nm
oo young ; so e dif not have the honour of becoming an arigimal member,
Alter goining up m July, 1883, he ranmained faithiul right 1o the end, being
worthity electéd 1o Homorary Menbershop m August, 1937,

During his Herbarium days he nas u staunch personal friend of the great
Raron, who affectionately called him “Siarley”, and “Sharley” had many
fond and amusing tales Lo tel! abaut the Baron, his work and idiosy rierasies.
The young sssistant had a flair lor rememberiig saentific mames and “in
this regard could rarely bhe “foored”, In addition, s cxtensive travelling
brought him in demand. On one. pecasion Professor Baldwin Spencer asked
him 10 keep a look out for aburwioal mounds m the north of the State,
Having seen some. Charley went back there and, after some duys’ dipging,
branght twn dosen skolls, otlier bones and about 50 stone axes to the
Melbourne Museum. | - | ]

Me was particalarly helplal 40 me in my wrelad pollecting. On. many
occasions we (rawped lhe hush e nichid loealinics, and he uever failed to
sy vt what we were leoking for—except siice. We were the only callectors
who knew of a fine patch of that rere sl lovely Bluish-green Sun-urchid,
Thelymitrn cprpactaides—in the heaths al Clieltenhanm. lEIﬂ'fnn\‘m'-.'.*.h':lyl, he
liad shown Uhis patel do a [penwd, and vext year there were vone 1l The
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"Iriend” had returned, carefully marked the plants, and come back later ta
dig up all the tubers, which were sold tn someone in England !

Charles wrate little. Hi¢ few notes in the Fictorian Nataurolift \were
mamly on orcind Jovahties and an native insects that had hucume pests, bul
in Fehruary and March, 1'™3, he conteibuted a series of enertaiuing
rermpiscenes, “Tales told in Club." His inforemation was wostly distributed
in letters and in personal talks; hut he always gave it very freely and
haprily. For a aumber of years he lectured on Entomology to agriculiura)
students at the Melbaurne University and also at the Burnley Schoal of
Horticulture.  Sines his reticement 17 years ago ke had nudertaken Lhe
naming of many mounted batamical coallections sent m by caunlry schaols 1o
the State Schonls' Nursery., Oakleigh; doubtiv]l specunens “were alwavs
referred to the National Herbarium for identifeation, He found moch
pleasure in tendinz scveral glasshouses where archids and beponias grew:
chorces fuchgias, roses and new tea-tree hybrids were alea among the iy
flawers that flourished 1 s garden al Dudley arade, Canterbury.

He provided numerous collectings for the Waite Aericulcural lustitute,
South Australia. large nomibers of plamt specimens went from time o time
to our National Herhariuni, where his ‘books and magazines were recenily
donated by the ramuily, Some of his earliest archid and Tongal speciinens
were nccanipanied by hife-bHke sketches in calour,

I first met Charley French i 1899, Kindrexd intercsts made us pals at
once, the [riendship rdeepening as the years passed. And mow. afler =
wanderfully full life, he has gone; but we shall remember hig as everybady's
comrade and the enemy of none, T am gratelul Sor the privilege of paying
this tribute—that of an old iriend.

PLOVER'S UNUSUAL NESTING SITE

Early i Jutie 1 noticerd that 3 Spur-winged Plover had ncsied heside e
rallway track, hetween Miramn and Xaniva on the mam line to Adelade
The sitc aelecred for @ nest was anly abemr 5 feet from 1he vasls  There
were faur eggs in the nest. Fvery time a tradn approdached, no matter at
wliat hoor, the plover wobid be facing it. When the train was shout 30
vards away, the mother hird would stand crecr over the nest, with oct-
sireiches] wings anrl head thruse forward facing the engise  As the train
roared past, she would tuen around an vrder stll o face the engue. She
did not appear @ waery abont trucks or carviages—oanly engines. T hew she
would setcle down, as much as to say, "Well, | gol rid of rhui one” About
the first week wn July, this brave ird had disappeared, presumably the eggs
had hatched and the young hirds gone. Is this varly for a plaver 1o nest?
The spot chusen was certamly a sirange ope, -~ —E. T, Mui

TREE PLANTING

The Forests Comemission of Victoria has published & wseinl bulletin
“The Selection, Propagation and Planting of Trees in the Country Tistriers
of Victoria™ which should be of special interest 1o members of the Club
mierested o planting tlheir own properties or 1 connectian with the Club's
group planting activities, Native and exotic. trees and some shrubs are
classified 1o relation to their suitalslity for the differemt rainfall zones
of the State, together with 8 geod non-technical description of many species,
Practical hints gn propagation and planting are ncluded. The booklet may
be obtaitied Tor V/- fram the Cemnission's Tlead Office, Puhlic Buwldings,
Treasury Place, Melboutne, ‘ :

The “Save the Torests Campaign Council” of which the Club s a
constituent member, also has 4 number of Tree Jeallets on tree-raning from
sced, planting and after care, including, ane rm trec growing in dry areas.
These may he had at the Council's olhce, Temple Coury, 422 Colhns Strees,
Melbotrte, —(r.N.FL
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