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Apstiact. Amaranthus hunzikeri No Bayon (Amar-
anthaceae). a new Argentinian species ol subgenus
Albersia (Kunth) Grenier & Godron from the Andes
Mountains at altitudes above 3200 . is deseribed
and illustrated. It resembles A, cardenasianus Hunzi-
ker, Ao squamulatus (Andersson) B. 1. Robinson. and
A, wreeolatus Bentham, but it differs ||} the prostrate
or decumbent habit. spatulate leaves, and staminate
flowers with three to five .-('|l;i|.'-u. A I\l‘_\ ta the h[?(‘l‘il‘h
in Amaranthus 1. sect. Pyxidiem Moquin-Tandon is
I”l('lll{ll‘(]A

Key words:  Amaranthaceae, Amaranthus, Argen-
tina. IUCN Red List.

The genus \maranthus 1. <1, (Amaranthaceae) is
usually aceepted today by most taxonomists, although
it has been :-:|||;jl't'l to dilferent taxonomic [nlq'rpr‘vl.‘l-
tions and segregate genera have bheen recognized in
the st like Acanthochiton 'l'm‘l‘t‘_\ Aenida 1. Albersia
Kunth, Amblogyvna Ralinesque. Fuxvolus Rafinesque,
Mengea  Schauer,  Sarratic - Moquin-Tandon. and
Seleropus Schrader.

Until the 1980s. Amaranthus included 50 10 60
species (Ohwi, 1965: Townsend. 1974, 1980, 1085:
Cronquist. 1981: Robertson. 1981: Eliasson. 1987).
but the addition of new .-|u'<-i=-.-: in the pasl lwo
decades has enlareed the genus from 6510 75 species
(Mosvakin & 1996, 2003: Costea &
DeMason, 2001: Costea et al. 200Ta. b). This genus

has its greatest diversity in tropical, subtropical, and

Robertson.

warmer lemperate regions ol the world,

The new species helongs to Amaranthus subg.
Albersta (Kunth) Grenier & Godron. being a monoe-
clous, prostrate |||;1|I| with a dichasia ;ll'l‘;lllg(‘l] in
axillary clusters (Mosvakin & Robertson, 1996). and
belongs specifically 1o section Pyxidium Moquin-
characterized by circumscissile

Tandon, which s

fruits.

Amaranthus hunzikeri N, Bavon. sp. nov. TYPLE:
Argentina. Catamarca: Laguna Blanca. 14 Mar.,
1089, 3200-3300 m, A, R Reea & D. F.
Ramadori 17 [|1¢1||1I}'||<-_ Sh. Figure 1.

Monoicus: caulis prostratus aut decumbens, 3-11 cm
Ill“;{l].‘i4 | I'L'l."\i Famaosus, I.Ellllill«'l :‘?Pil”lllli”ih ill ilFli"l' ['““lllli&l

aut emarginata. 10=17 X 3-9 mm: petiolus A=11 mm

lomgus. Glomeruli florum i axilhis folioram: hracteae 0.9
L3 mm. mucrone conspicuo instructae. Flos masculinus

(293- ad S5-merns. 13-2 mm. staminibus (293 ad 4 Flos

femimens S-merus: sepala late spathulatas reflexa. basi
incrassata, 1.7-2.5 X% 1A=2.5 mm. Fruetus circimscissilis,
opereulo rugoso: =emen rubro-fusca aut nigricans, magis

minusve 0L9=1.3 X 0.50-0.55 mm.

Prostrate or decumbent monoecious herbs: stems

branched at base. unbranched  above, “.Ilillll'illl.‘\.
slender, 3=14 cm. 0.2-0.3 em thick at base. Leaves
similar in |:'r|;_'||| I|1|‘U||;1hn||l. ||<'lin||'.~e =11 mm,
shorter than the lamina: lamina spatulate. rarely
elliptic or oblong, 10-17 > 3-9 mm. glabrous. light
arecn, 1|.-||:|||} allenuate or sometimes cuneale |:;1.--a|]|_\.
decurrent, rounded  or emarginated  apically with
a mucro 0.5=1 mm. margins crisped. veins raised
abaxiallv. Inflorescences whitish green, axillary in
rounded clusters 1o 7 mm diam.. or crowded in short
lealv terminal spike-like inflorescence to 20 mm on
short internodes: bracts and bracteoles deltoid, ovate,
clliptic or orbicular. persistent. shorter than the
sepals. 0.9-1.3 X 0.5-0.8 mm, whitish green and
scarious-membranous. green along midvein, muero
0.2-0.3 mm. Flowers of hoth sexes mixed: staminate
lowers with (2)3 1o 5 oblong. ovale 1o t'1|i||li(' e;(‘|l;||:-.
1.3=2 mm. light brown with brown midvein. subacute
to obtuse apex. scarious, stamens (2)3 1o 4z pistillate
(lowers 2.2-3.3 X 2.5 mm distally. longer than
mature  fruil, urceolate with 5 sepals, tending 1o
become swollen and joined (L5 mim or less at base,
broadly spatulate, 1.7-2.5 mm. lamina expanded 1.4—
2.5 mm wide near tip, rounded. spongy and light
brown basally, narrowed 1o 0.2-0.6 mm wide, over-
lapping and hent outward in upper halll scarious,
sometimes notehed apically, midven profusely di-
vided with many green branches, equal or one smaller
rest: stigmas 3. narrow. 00120000 mn.
1.5-1.7 X 1.1-1.3 mm, light

|Il'l!'.\ll: I]ll rugose \\i[ll ('ll.l‘\(‘(l I‘l‘(l,&:l'“«. ﬂll'l'“\\.‘-. ill]ll

than  the

|‘ il l'II'('IlIllr‘(‘lbhlll‘.

a conspicuous line of dehiscence above the middle
part of the fruit; Il(l(h smooth below the line: seed

lenticular. reddish hrown to blackish brown, 0.9-1.3

Novon 17: 204=297. PusListed on 10 Sepremprer 2007,
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Figure 1. Amaranthus hunzikeri N, Bayon, —A. Habit. —B. Staminate {lower. —C. Ovary. —D. Seed, lateral view., —E.
Seed. hilar view. —F. Sepals ol pistillate flower and bracteole. —G. Pistillate flower. Drawn from the holotype. Reca &
Ramadori 17 (S1).
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Novon

X 0.50-0.55 mm. smooth surface and glossy cen-

[m“_\ on the convex  faces, otherwise |lli|lll|t‘|}'
aranular and dull, margin slightly notched at the seed

sS¢dr.

The Hlll'l‘i“l‘ {'piihrl honors Armando
(1919-2001). an

botanist who studied the genus Amaranthus exten-

Etymology.

Teodoro  Hunziker Argentinian

sively,

Distribution. habitai. and phenology.  Amaranthus
hunzikeri is known only from the Andes in the
northwestern  Argentinian  provinces of  Catamarca
and Jujuy. where it is found at altitudes between
3200 and 3500 m. between the Tropic of Capricorn
and 826 507
||l'mim'|-. As the label of the huhll}[)(‘ indicates. it
Both  the

holotype and paratype were collected in March with

within the Punena  phytogeographic
3 I o

“vegas.”

prefers  damp sites known as
Mowers and fruils.

TUCN Red List category.

only from the two type specimens, so there is nol

'[‘lli.‘% H|)l‘('i£'."- I‘- klll)\\'ll

enough information about its distribution or [m|nl|;|—
tion status. Therefore, il is nol possible 1o assess ils
risk of extinction. and it must be included i the
category DI (Data Deficient) according 1o IUCN Red
List eriteria (IUCN, 2001).

Relationships.,  Amaranthus hunzikert is similar 1o
South

flowers with the upper |Jm‘tim| of the s|n;llu|alit' s|-|1;1|.~'

(lthl‘l‘ \!l]l'l"t('.’lll h|li'l'il'h hc’l\ill‘r‘, 1II'<'1'I)|EI|[‘

partially bent outward. Amaranthus hunzikeri resem-
bles A latter

differing in being an erect herh ca. 70 em in height

cardenasianus  Hunziker, with  the

with ovate-rhombic leaf blades (1.5-6.5 X
3.4 em) that are acuminale or more or less acule
apically. The inflorescence of A cardenasianus is
mainly terminal and erect (12 X 3 em). with the
staminate flowers hearing live sepals and five sta-
mens. The sepals of the pistillate {lowers ol A
cardenasianus have a green midvein with only two
ar three short secondary vems. Amaranthus urceolatus
Bentham differs from A hunzikeri by having erecl
stems, oblong or ovate-elliptic leaves. and narrower
flowers with the fully expanded perianth being ca.
2 mm in diameter distally and with two or three
stamens and five sepals in the staminate flower. The
sepals of A, urceolatus are joined hasally, amd the
(ruits are typically indehiscent. The main differences
hetween A, hunzikeri and A, squamulatus (Andersson)
B. 1. Robinson are that the latter has erect stemis. non-
spatulate Teal blades, three stamens and five sepals
in the staminate flower. and generally indehiscent

[ruits.

Key roomie Seecies or Avgevries secr. Pyviororwirn Foor oi

Five Seears iy rie Pistieeare Froweis

la. Sepals of pistillate flowers not spatulate.
2a. Inflorescence of solitary or aggregated termi-
nal spikes.
3a. Inflorescence of solitary spikes or aggre-
caled into a panicle: sepals ol pistillate
Mlowers |>7‘:m<||_\' ovale, base contracted
into claw, with muero 0.3-0.5 mm . . ..
............. A pallidiflorus F. Mueller
b, Inflorescence of interrupted terminal long
spikes: sepals of pistillate flowers oblong
or obovate, base not contracted into claw,
with muero 0.1-02mm .. .. ..., ..
............... A leptostachyus Bentham
2h. Inflorescence of axillary clusters, which are
often confluent above in a lealy pseudo-spike.
la. Pistillate

emarginated sepals. .0 AL clementii Domin

flowers  with 5 obluse  or
1h. Pistillate flowers with 1 or 5 acute sepals.
Sa. Leaves (at least in larger stems)
1O mm or more \\if]l'.' >|‘}r;||~ ol
pistillate flowers narrowly oblong,
obovate. unequal, with
. blitoides 5. Watson

1O mm e width:

ovale  or
mucro 0.2 mm
Sh. Leaves less than
sepals of pistillate flowers lanceolale
to Ellillll];_',-|&IIII‘!‘U|I1|¢'. -Llinn‘||llell. with
acuminate tip 0251 mm. .. ...
,,,,,,,,,, . practermissus Brenan
. Sepals of pistillate flowers spatulate,

Oa. Peduncles and bracts enlarged and hardened:
sepals narrowly spatulate. withoul many veins:
shigmas wide at base . ... .. .0 0L
........... 1. scleropoides Uline & W. L. Bray

oh. Peduncles and  bracts neither enlarged  nor
hardened: h‘-(");ll.\' |:|':);1<||_\ :ip.‘lllllil[t'. with

branched midvein: stigmas narrow at base . ..
..................... A hunzikert N. Bavon

Paratype. ARGENTINAL Jujuy: Susques. 5 Mar, 1927,

. Castellanos s.n. (BA 27705).
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