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Between  the  years  1871  and  1872  Dr.  Francis  Buchanan  White
wrote  and  published  his  fine  work  /nsecta  Scotica  in  serial  form  in
the  Scottish  Naturalist.  Although  his  travels  took  him  to  many  parts
of  Britain  and  Europe  collecting  and  studying  Macro-  and  Microlepi-
doptera,  Coleoptera,  Hemiptera  as  well  as  other  invertebrates  and
plants,  he  never  neglected  his  native  Scotland  or  Perthshire  the
county  town  of  which  was  his  home  for  most  of  his  life.  His  superb
collection  survives  almost  intact  apart  from  some  specimens  of
Macrolepidoptera  which  have  mysteriously  disappeared,  some  im-
portant  Coleoptera  which  were  transferred  to  the  British  Museum
(Natural  History)  and  his  Hemiptera  which  are  said  to  have  been
loaned  to  a  museum  in  the  United  States  in  the  1920s  and  which
have  never  been  returned.
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Maniola  jurtina  splendida  White.  Figs.  1  and  2,  male  syntype  upper-
side  and  underside  respectively.  Figs.  3  and  4,  female  syntype  upperside  and
underside  respectively.  All  natural  size.

The  Rhopalocera  section  of  Insecta  Scotica  lists  some  thirty-
six  species  occurring  in  the  country,  although  this  number  includes
unconfirmed  species  such  as  Pyronia  tithonus  (Linnaeus),  Argynnis
adippe  (Denis  and  Schiffermuller)  and  Hamearis  lucina  (Linnaeus).
He  discounts  Erebia  ligea  (Linnaeus)  and  does  not  include  Cartero-
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cephalus  palaemon  (Pallas)  which  was  not  found  in  Scotland  until
more  than  thirty  years  after  his  death.  The  only  mention  of  a  ‘new’
butterfly  in  this  section  of  his  work  is  the  form  of  Maniola
jurtina  (Linnaeus)  called  splendida  which  he  describes  thus:

“Var.  (and  ab.)  splendida.  —  Larger  and  brighter  coloured;  the
apical  spot  of  the  front  wing  with  two  white  dots.”  And  he  continues:
“Found  by  Mr.  A.  Davidson  in  the  island  of  Longa,  on  the  west
coast  of  Ross-shire.  Mr.  Davidson  informs  me  that  it  is  very  plentiful
in  the  island,  and  that  it  is  the  only  form  occurring  there.  Oc-
casionally  in  Aberdeenshire  (J.  W.  H.  Traill).  I  have  taken  this  variety
in  the  island  of  Capri  near  Naples.”  Note  that  the  locality  is  Longa
Island,  Ross-shire  —  not  Lunga,  Argyllshire  as  stated  in  Higgins  and
Riley  (1970,  1973,  1975,  1980).

Buchanan  White  did  not  designate  types  as  such,  but  it  would
be  expected  that  he  would  have  retained  examples  of  this  race  in  his
collection.  P.  P.  Graves  (1930)  in  his  redescription  of  splendida  said
that  he  had  searched  for  the  Buchanan  White  ‘types’  in  the  Perth
Collection  without  success:  “Buchanan  White’s  types  could  not  be
found  in  the  Perth  County  Museum.  .  .”

No  further  search  for  splendida  was  made  until  the  White
collection  was  examined  for  the  purposes  of  the  author’s  work
on  Maniola  (Thomson,  1969,  1970).  My  quest  was  no  more  suc-
cessful  than  that  of  Graves  some  thirty-nine  years  earlier,  although
there  were  specimens  of  the  Capri  form  to  which  White  referred  in
his  description.  There  the  matter  would  have  rested  had  it  not  been
for  an  accidental  discovery.  While  studying  the  collection  of  Lepi-
doptera  for  a  quite  different  purpose  (Thomson,  1980),  I  noticed
that  the  contents  of  box  number  15  comprised  an  odd  mixture  of
families  including  Noctuidae,  Geometridae,  Arctiidae,  Saturniidae,
Lycaenidae,  Pieridae,  Nymphalidae  and  also  a  number  of  Micro-
lepidoptera.  The  most  interesting  specimens  were  those  in  the  last
row,  three  jurtina,  a  set  male  and  female  and  a  pinned  but  unset
female,  all  being  of  the  form  found  in  the  north-west  of  Scotland
which  we  know  as  splendida.  The  three  jurtina  were  unlabelled.  Nor
had  they  numbers  referring  to  entries  in  one  of  the  cabinet  books
in  which  White  kept  note  of  specimen  data.  Two  volumes  of  his
notes  survive,  although  the  first  200  entries  in  the  first  book  have
been  lost.  It  is  unlikely  that  these  specimens  were  added  to  the  col-
lection  by  someone  else  at  a  later  date.  The  insect  collections  in  the
Perth  Museum,  until  very  recently,  have  been  carefully  segregated
and  kept  as  individual  collections  rather  than  being  absorbed  in  a
single  large  collection.  There  was  a  separate  ‘Perthshire  Collection’
and  some  use  of  individual  specimens  has  been  made  from  time  to
time  for  display  purposes.  It  is  more  probable  that  the  odd  assort-
ment  of  lepidopterous  insects  in  case  15  represents  material  given
to  White.  All  of  his  main  collection  was  of  his  own  making,  suppli-
mented  by  purchased  specimens  of  rarer  european  species.  The
comment  in  his  description,  “found  by  Mr.  Davidson  in  Longa’,
would  suggest  that  the  three  jurtina  were  given  to  him  by  Davidson
and  the  two  set  specimens  are  those  on  which  he  based  his
description.
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The  ‘types’  themselves  are  worth  close  examination  as  they
contrast  greatly  with  Graves’  topotypes  illustrated  in  his  plate,
particularly  in  the  female  underside.  Graves’  material  had  a  rather
uniform  underside  to  the  forewings  in  the  females  with  a  some-
what  pale  underside  to  the  hindwings  on  which  the  fulvous  streak
between  the  discal  and  postdiscal  areas  (Hubner’s  line)  stands  out
clearly.  It  has  already  been  suggested  that  his  series  was  atypical  of
the  north-western  race  in  this  respect  (Thomson,  1970).  On  the
other  hand,  the  Buchanan  White  pair  is  representative  of  the  wide-
spread  splendida  form,  having  an  extremely  well  marked  medial
line  between  the  basal  and  postdiscal  areas  of  the  female  underside
forewing.  Furthermore,  this  form  has  a  rather  dark  underside  hind-
wing  which  tends  to  obscure  the  fulvous  Hubner’s  line.  In  all  other
respects  both  the  male  and  the  female  are  similar  to  Graves’  speci-
mens  having  large  bipupilled  apical  eyespots  and  the  extensive
fulvous  markings  in  both  sexes.

The  specimens  in  the  Buchanan  White  collection  have  been  de-
signated  as  types  and  labelled  thus:

(a)  subspecies  splendida  White.  Syntype  male  (figs.  1  and  2).
North-west  Scotland,  probably  Longa  Island,  Ross-shire:  A.  David-
son.

(b)  subspeices  splendida  White.  Syntype  female  (figs.  3  and  4).
North-west  Scotland,  probably  Longa  Island,  Ross-shire:  A.  Davidson.

The  third  (unset)  specimen  found  beside  the  abovementioned
types  has  been  labelled:

(c)subspecies  splendida  White.  Syntype  female.
North-west  Scotland,  probably  Longa  Island,  Ross-shire:  A.  David-
son.

All  specimens  remain  in  the  Perth  Museum.
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