XXV. Remarks on the Antilope Chickara: in two Letters
addressed to the Secretary. By Robert Hills, Esq., I'.L.S.

Read November 6, 1827.

SIR, Margaret Street, August 4, 1827.

I raxre leave to offer, for the acceptance of the Linnean So-
ciety, two little drawings, sent herewith: they represent the
general appearance, with the head, on a larger scale, of a male
four-horned Antilope, lately arrived from India. There are in
the museums of the Linnean Society and Royal College of Sur-
geons imperfect skulls of this animal, and in Mr. Brookes’s
valuable collection another; but this is, I believe, the first
living specimen ever brought to our country. It is the pro-
perty of Fairlie, Esq., of York Terrace, Regent’s Park.

From Sir Anthony Carlisle, at whose suggestion I made the
drawings, the Society will hereafter receive a communication on
the more interesting points of its history and habits. In the
interim, to give the dimensions, with a few remarks on its gene-
ral character, may be not altogether impertinent.

Height at the shoulder, 231 inches; from the apex of the
nose to the first pair of horns, 5 inches; from these to the base
of the occiput, 5% inches; from the occiput to the setting-on of
the tail, 26 inches ; girth behind the shoulders, 24 inches : from
the olecranon to the bottom of the hoof, 161 inches; from the

end of the os calcis to the bottom of the hoof, 112 inches.
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The general hue is a fulvous brown, which however will pro-
bably, as in the Stag, become duller at the approach of winter.
Along the vertebral line the colour is rather darker ; itis lighter
and neutralized on the insides of the limbs*, which are pied of
the general colour and white. The upper part of the rostrum
is of a brown chocolate, which gradually, as it approaches the
nostrils, melts into their colour,—a deep purplish gray. Along
the margin and side of the nether jaw, from symphysis to ramus,
white. The throat, breast, and abdomen, a low-toned, and, in
parts, yellowish-white. In form and colour the ear closely
resembles that of the fallow-coloured specimen of the common
Cervus palmatus. Eye large and prominent, and the pupil very
large even when exposed to a strong light.

In most of the Deer tribe, in the Ox, Sheep, Goat, and also in
every other Antilope that 1 have seen, the lubricous character
of the apex and ale of the nose comes in pretty contrast with
the hair-clad parts that surround them and form the muzzle ;
but in this creature the covering of the facial ridge, from a little
below the first pair of horns, becomes shorter and shorter so gra-
dually, that there is no such line of termination. The nostrils
are small, and more perpendicularly placed than in any of the
animals just alluded to. These points, and the tumidulous ap-
pearance of the flap that protects the sub-, or, as I should rather
call it, ante-ocular sinus, give a less agreeable aspect to the
head, when viewed in front, than it has in profile.

The following is, though perhaps unsatisfactory, the best
description I can give of the horns :—Length of the first or
smallest pair, 1% inch, slightly recurvate towards their tips;
length of the second pair, 31 inches, irregular, wavy protended
cones, obtusely pointed ; in a trifling degree concave anteriorly,

* This i1s so common a circumstance among all quadrupeds, that it may seem
scarcely worth mention.
and
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and rather more divergent from each other than the first pair;
in colour resembling those of the Goat.

There is in Deer a curly tuft of hair on the outside of the
limb near the upper head of the metatarsus. In this animal it
is wanting ; but as the hair has been nearly all rubbed away
from the knees on ship-board, it is possible that these tufts may
have shared the same fate.

The fore-hoofs, of which the outermost are nearly a third
longer than the inner ones, are larger and of a coarser character
than those of the hinder feet.

The tongue appears to have unusual powers of projection, as
in licking the face it may be seen reaching far above the eyes.

I am, Sir,
Your very humble servant,

RoBeErT Hirws.

SIR, Margaret Street, Sept. 25, 1827.
Tne IFour-horned Antilope died about the 20th of last month,
and his skeleton is now among the treasures of the College
Museum. I am induced, and am enabled by these circum-
stances, to add a few particulars to the paper that accompanied
the drawings.

A comparison of the horns borne by the subject of the present
consideration, with those before in the College Museum, will
perhaps warrant a conjecture that it may have its varieties.
The skulls are nearly of the same size, and exactly agree in
character ; there are also the same three annulate ridges (con-
cealed by hair in the living animal) at the bases of the horns;
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