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regions  should  be  employed  to  thoroughly  explore  their  surroundings;
specialists  should  be  sent  during  the  summer  to  study  certain  problems.
In  short,  a  few  thousand  dollars  from  an  overflowing  treasury  could  be
made  to  yield  an  ample  return  in  our  better  knowledge  of  one  of  the
noblest  and  (in  a  public  way)  most  neglected  sciences.

OPEN  LETTERS.

A  Query.
Can  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Gazette  say  whether  the  spores  of

Mernlia  grown  in  the  United  States  germinate  readily?  Having  made
several  unsuccessful  attempts  last  winter  to  grow  the  spores,  I  was  in-
formed  by  Professor  Pfeffer  that  it  is  difficult  to  germinate  spores  grown
in  ttejrmany,  and  that  all  accounts  hitherto  published  have  been  made
trom  spores  imported  from  Australia,  It  would  be  interesting  to  know
whether  the  same  difficulty  is  met  in  the  United  States,  and  if  so,  what  is
the  cause.  ^  4*  ^  .  ..  'T  ...  .  _  _  _  D.  H.  Campbell.

Tubingen, July, 1887.

NOTES  AND  NEWS.
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