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Difference between the common salt-wort and the Russian thistle.—
Farmers’ Bulletin no. 10, of the Department of Agriculture, on the
Russian thistle and other weeds, has aroused some interest in the
distinctive differences between the harmless saltwort Salsola Kali L.
and the noxious Russian thistle Salsola Kali L., var. #agus DC.
The former has existed on the Atlantic coast for nearly a century at
least and appears to be indigenous there and also in saline localities
in the Black Hills. It has never been regarded as a troublesome
'ecd_. The variety #ragus was introduced into South Dakota from
Russia about seventeen years ago and is now justly regarded as the
worst weed in the northwest.

The two forms appear very much alike but it is a matter of impor-
Whce that_ they should be distinguished.

The original description of the variety is as follows: “8 Zragus,
slllrbmcta glabra viridis, alis subbrevibus subroseis vel roseis.”—DC.
Przg' Ml 2.187. It is given here in full because De Candolle’s
il dit'mmus IS ot as available to all botanists as one might wisl}. .In
the v;:in to these charac_:ters the following may aid in distinguishing

ieht re?{ from the species: The species .S. Ka/i does not become

-likee IOT magenta colored at maturity. The middle bract, ora

N the t;af subtending the floral bracts, is usually much longer
Siscos : 1tirs. _The calyx is dull white or slightly rose_—colored and
Parative| ;1t € wing on the_back of the calyx lobes is thick and com-

: v:ﬁe:rmw: less prominent than the ascending lobe. .
tarity on th ybrmg”‘ becomes rose-colored or bright magenta at ma-
“Po-sed toethrach and nore or less on the brz_mches and all parts
O%e appears r: l;ght- T'he bracts are nearly equal, or at least no
er than thgu arly throughout the plant to be two or three times
¥ays bright 1 © others. The calyx is membranaceous and nearly
e thin ang arf;SE-coIored. The wings on the back of the calyx lobes
All of thege Ch::“cth larger than the a'scendmg lobes. Pzt
+ Loloris ofac €rs vary.  Otherwise there would be aspec:ﬁc_dl .
of light anq moist COmparatively little value under different conditions
at sture but the characters of the calyx are reasonably

The try :
e . :
Russian thistle, the same form which is causing so much

ble
. 8 North and South Dakota, has recently been received from

ﬂcﬂtinc T '
- It ;:;b;easka, Mot seventy-five miles west of the Missourl
e . s ;

nd care g}, "pected along railroads in all parts of the north

" seeq and should be taken to kill it in these places before it goes
™Mes established.—L. H. Dewey, Washington, D. C.
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