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TROPIDOGASTER  BLAINVILLII  DUMERIL  &  BIBRON,  1837
(REPTILIA,  SAURIA):  PROPOSED  SUPPRESSION  UNDER

THE  PLENARY  POWERS.  Z.N.(S.)  1860

By  Richard  Etheridge  {Department  of  Zoology,  San  Diego  State  College,
San  Diego,  California,  U.S.A.)

Two  genera  of  lizards  in  the  family  Iguanidae  occur  on  the  island  of  Mada-
gascar  (Malagasy  Republic).  One  of  these  contains  a  single  species  that  has
been  known  under  the  name  Chalarodon  madagascariensis  since  the  description
of  that  genus  and  species  by  Peters  in  1854.  Seventeen  years  earher  Dumeril  &
Bibron  (1837)  described  Tropidogaster  blainvillii,  based  on  a  specimen  in  the  Paris
Museum  from  an  unknown  locality.  Examination  of  the  syntypes  of  Chalaro-
don  madagascariensis  and  the  holotype  of  Tropidogaster  blainvillii  shows  that  the
former  is  a  synonym  of  the  latter.  The  object  of  the  present  application  is  to
request  the  International  Commission  on  Zoological  Nomenclature  to  use  its
plenary  powers  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  name  Tropidogaster  blainvillii
Dumeril  &  Bibron,  1837,  and  to  validate  the  name  Chalarodon  madagascariensis
Peters,  1854.  The  relevant  history  of  this  case  follows.

2.  In  1837,  Dumeril  &  Bibron  described  a  new  genus  and  species  of
iguanid  lizard,  Tropidogaster  blainvillii,  based  on  a  specimen  in  the  Museum
National  d'Histoire  Naturelle,  Paris  (No.  6869).  The  geographic  origin  of  the
specimen  was  unknown.

3.  Fitzinger  (1843  :  59)  listed  this  species  in  the  combination  Ptychosaurus
(Tritropis)  Blainvillii,  and  (p.  16)  designated  Blainvillii  as  the  type-species  of  the
subgenus  Tritropis.  The  range  was  said  to  be  "  America  ".

4.  Peters  (1854  :  616)  described  a  new  genus  and  species  of  iguanid  lizard,
Chalarodon  madagascariensis,  based  on  five  specimens  now  in  the  Zoologischen
Museum  der  Humbold  Universitat,  Berlin  (Nos.  4360  (2),  5617,  9214  (2)),  from
"  Madagascar  (St.  Augustins-Bay)  ".  This  name  has  been  in  continuous  usage
for  this  well  known  Malagasy  iguanid  lizard  since  its  description.

5.  In  addition  to  listing  Peter's  Chalarodon  madagascariensis,  Boulenger
(1885  :  178)  included  Dumeril  &  Bibron's  species  in  the  combination  "  Tropi-
durusl  blainvillii  ".  Tropidurus  is  a  common,  large  genus  of  iguanid  lizards  that
inhabits  South  America  and  the  Galdpagos  Islands.  However,  Boulenger
wrote  "-^  ?  "  for  the  range  oi  blainvillii.

6.  In  their  checklist  of  South  American  lizards  Burt  &  Burt  (1933  :  45)
listed  the  species  as  Tropidurus  blainvillii,  and  gave  "  South  America  "  as  its
range.

7.  I  have  examined  the  holotype  of  Tropidogaster  blainvillii  and  the  syn-
types  of  Chalarodon  madagascariensis  and  find  them  to  be  identical  in  all
essential  details.  Distinctive  characteristics  that  permit  certain  identification
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are  the  tricarinate  ventral  body  scales,  and  the  jet  black  spot  that  overlies  the
interparietal  scale.

8.  About  64  genera  and  700  species  of  lizards  in  the  family  Iguanidae
occupy  the  New  World;  one  monotypic  genus  occurs  on  Fiji  and  the  Tonga
Islands,  and  two  genera  (one  monotypic,  one  with  six  species)  occur  on  Mada-
gascar  and  the  Comores  Archipelago.  The  disjunct  occurrence  of  the  Malagasy
iguanid  genera  is  therefore  of  particular  interest  to  zoogeographers,  all  of  whom
(e.g.  Darlington,  1957  :  212)  have  always  used  the  name  Chalarodon  madagas-
cariensis.  This  name  has  also  always  been  used  in  faunal  lists  (e.g.  Angel,
1942;  Mertens,  1933;  Barbour,  1918),  and  works  on  anatomy  (e.g.  Blanc,  1965).

9.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  no  time  since  the  description  of  Tropidogaster
hiaiiivillii  has  that  name  been  applied  to  the  Malagasy  iguanid,  and  since
Chalarodon  madagascariensis  has  been  in  continuous  usage  for  over  100  years,  I
therefore  request  the  International  Commission  on  Zoological  Nomenclature
to  take  the  following  actions:

(1)  to  use  its  plenary  powers  to  suppress  the  following  names  for  the  purposes
of  the  Law  of  Priority  but  not  for  those  of  the  Law  of  Homonymy:
(a)  the  generic  name  Tropidogaster  Dumeril  &  Bibron,  1837  (:  329);
(b)  the  subgeneric  name  Tritropis  Fitzinger,  1843  (:  59);
(c)  the  specific  name  blainvillii  Dumeril  &  Bibron,  1837  (:  300)  as

published  in  the  binomen  Tropidogaster  Blainvillii;

(2)  to  place  the  generic  name  Chalarodon  Peters,  1854  (:  616),  (gender:
masculine),  type-species  by  monotypy,  Chalarodon  madagascariensis
Peters,  1854  (:  616),  on  the  Official  List  of  Generic  Names  in  Zoology;

(3)  to  place  the  specific  name  madagascariensis  Peters,  1854  (:  616),  as
published  in  the  binomen  Chalarodon  madagascariensis  (type-species
of  Chalarodon  Peters,  1  854)  on  the  Official  List  of  Specffic  Names  in
Zoology  ;

(4)  to  place  the  generic  names  suppressed  under  the  plenary  powers  in  (1)
(a)  and  (b)  above  on  the  Official  Index  of  Rejected  and  Invalid  Generic
Names  in  Zoology  ;

(5)  to  place  the  specific  name  suppressed  under  the  plenary  powers  in  (1)
(c)  above  on  the  Official  Index  of  Rejected  and  Invalid  Specific  Names
in  Zoology.
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