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Note: According to state climatologist R. Lautzenheiser, 1997 was an extremely dry year, tying 1905 as the sev-
enth driest year in 127 years of state weather records. By the end of the year the average precipitation for the state
(32.07 inches) was 9.43 inches below normal, the lowest since the 29.39 inches of 1980.

Here at the Arboretum, the precipitation was average or above during only three months, and for six straight
months — May through October — it was well below normal. When rain did come, all too often it was in the form
of fast, hard showers that could not soak into the ground. Like 1997, 1995 was also a year of severe drought. Add
to this the summer droughts of 1993 and 1994, when little rain fell throughout May, June, July, and August, and
the result has been a great deal of stress on the living collections in four out of the last five years.

But the biggest weather event of 1997 in terms of records broken and direct effects on the Arboretum was the
April Fool's Day Blizzard. Twenty-five inches of wet, cement-like snow driven by gusty winds wreaked havoc on
the collections. This storm surpassed the Hurricane of 1938 as the most destructive in our 125-year history. Given
the trials of the past year, we can only hope that the old saw about the changeability of New England weather —
if you don't like it, wait a minute — will bring us entirely different and better weather in 1998.
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