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Carcinochelis  Fieber,  1861  (Insecta,  Heteroptera):  proposed  designation
of  Carcinochelis  alutaceus  Handlirsch,  1897  as  the  type  species

Richard  C.  Froeschner

Department  of  Entomology  ,  Stop  127,  U.S.  National  Museum  of  Natural
History,  Washington,  D.C.  20560.  U.S.A.

Nicholas  A.  Kormilev

5924  Gulfport  Boulevards.,  Gulfport,  Florida  33707,  U.S.A.

Abstract.  The  purpose  of  this  apphcation  is  to  conserve  the  estabhshed  meaning  of
the  ambush  bug  genus  Carcinochelis  Fieber,  1861  by  the  designation  of  C.  alutaceus
HandUrsch,  1897  as  the  type  species.  The  first  included  nominal  species  was
C.  binghami  Sharp,  1897,  but  acceptance  of  this  as  the  type  species  would  make
Carcinochelis  a  senior  subjective  synonym  of  Carcinocoris  Handlirsch,  1  897,  and  would
upset  the  usage  of  both  generic  names.

1  .  Fieber  (1  861  ,  p.  34)  erected  the  new  genus  Carcinochelis  in  a  key  without  included
species.  Walker  (1873,  p.  170)  included  Carcinochelis  in  a  modified  version  of  Fieber's
key,  and  also  assigned  no  species  to  it.  Lethierry  &  Severin  (1896,  p.  29)  included  under
this  genus  'alutaceus  Fieber  (non  descriptus)  —  Patria  ignota',  a  nomen  nudum.

2.  Sharp  (1897,  pp.  35-36)  discussed  Carcinochelis  and  assigned  his  new  species
binghami  to  it  —  thus  making  binghami  the  type  species  by  virtue  of  its  being  the  first
included  nominal  species.

3.  In  the  same  year  Handlirsch  (1897a,  pp.  23-26)  also  recognized  Fieber's
Carcinochelis,  discussed  it  without  included  species,  and  described  the  related  genus
Carcinocoris  with  his  own  two  new  species  castetsi  and  erinaceus.  Later  that  year
HandUrsch  (1897b)  conceded  that  Sharp's  publication  had  preceded  his  earUer  one  by
making  his  own  species  erinaceus  a  junior  synonym  of  Sharp's  binghami  when  he
transferred  the  latter  to  Carcinocoris.  Distant  (1903,  p.  151)  designated  C.  castetsi  as
the  type  species  of  Carcinocoris.

4.  Handlirsch  (1897b,  p.  222)  described  as  the  only  nominal  species  included  under
Carcinochelis  his  Carcinochelis  alutaceus,  based  on  Fieber's  specimen  bearing  that
unpublished  name.  For  over  90  years  subsequent  authors  have  followed  Handlirsch's
actions.  Authors  who  have  used  Carcinochelis  in  the  sense  of  alutaceus  include  Distant
(1909),  Bergroth  (1917)  and  Hsiao  &  Liu  (1979).

5.  As  pointed  out  by  Maa  &  Lin  (1956,  p.  146)  —  who  also  followed  HandUrsch  —
acceptance  of  Sharp's  1897  fixation  of  binghami  as  the  type  species  of  Carcinochelis
would  make  this  name  a  senior  subjective  synonym  of  the  widely  used  genus  Carcino-
coris,  and  would  require  proposal  of  a  new  generic  name  for  alutaceus  and  its  allies.
This  action  would  interrupt  90-plus  years  of  uniform  treatment.
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6.  The  International  Commission  on  Zoological  Nomenclature  is  accordingly
asked:

(1)  to  use  its  plenary  powers  to  set  aside  all  previous  fixations  of  type  species  for
the  nominal  genus  Carcinochelis  Fieber,  1861,  and  to  designate  Carcinochelis
alutaceus  Handlirsch,  1897  as  the  type  species;

(2)  to  place  on  the  Official  List  of  Generic  Names  in  Zoology  the  name  Carcinochelis
Fieber,  1861  (gender:  masculine),  type  species  by  designation  in  (1)  above
Carcinochelis  alutaceus  Handlirsch,  1  897;

(3)  to  place  on  the  Official  List  of  Specific  Names  in  Zoology  the  name  alutaceus
Handlirsch,  1897,  as  pubHshed  in  the  binomen  Carcinochelis  alutaceus  (specific
name  of  the  type  species  of  Carcmoc/ze/w  Fieber,  1861).

References

Bergroth, E. 1917. Notes sur le genre Carcinochelis Fieb. et description d'une espece nouvelledes
lies Philippines [Hem. Macrocephalidae]. Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France, 16:
282-284.

Distant, W. L. 1 903-1 904. Fauna of British India, including Ceylon and Burma, Rhynchota, vol. 2,
xvii + 503 pp. Taylor & Francis, London. [A note on p. iii states that pp. 1-242 appeared in
1903].

Distant,  W.  L.  1909.  New  Malayan  Rhynchota.  Transactions  of  the  Entomological  Society  of
London, 3: 385-396.

Handlirsch, A. 1897a. Carcinocoris,  ein neues Hemipteren-Genus, und Bemerkungen iiber die
Raubbeine der Insecten. Verhandlungen der Kaiserlich Kdniglichen Zoologisch-Botanischen
Gesellschaft in Wien, 47: 23-26.

Handlirsch,  A.  1897b.  Monographic  der  Phymatiden.  Annalen  des  Kaiserlich  Kdniglichen
Natiirhistorischen Hofmuseums, 12: 127-230.

Hsiao,  T.-Y.  &  Liu,  S.-L.  1979.  New  species  and  new  records  of  Phymatidae  from  China
(Hemiptera: Heteroptera). Acta Entomologica Sinica, 22: 169-174.

Lethierry, L. & Severin, G. 1896. Catalogue generate des Hemipteres. Vol. 3, 275 pp. Musee Royal
d'Histoire Naturelle de Belgique, Bruxelles.

Maa,  T.-C.  &  Lin,  K.-S.  1956.  A  synopsis  of  the  Old  World  Phymatidae  (Hem.).  Quarterly
Journal of the Taiwan Museum, 9: 109-154.

Sharp,  D.  1897.  Description  of  an  anomalous  hemipterous  insect.  Entomologist's  Monthlv
Magazine, (2)8: 35-36.

Walker, F. 1873. Catalogue of the specimens of Hemiptera Heteroptera in the collection of the
5n7/s/z  M«5eMW,  Part  6,  210  pp.  British  Museum,  London.  «



Froeschner, R C and Kormilev, Nicholas A. 1990. "Carcinochelis Fieber 1861
Insecta Heteroptera Proposed Designation Of Carcinochelis alutaceus
Handlirsch 1897 As The Type Species." The Bulletin of zoological nomenclature 
47, 30–31. https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.2650.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/44488
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.2650
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/2650

Holding Institution 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Sponsored by 
Natural History Museum Library, London

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 26 March 2024 at 13:00 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.2650
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/44488
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.part.2650
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/2650
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

