
Notes  on  the  Small  Black  Wallaroo  Macropus  bernardus

(Rothschild,  1904]  of  Arnhem  Land.

by  S.  A.  VMiKfcit*

tmrodiiiuon
urIl  ii  l  >7<):  IW)  wntos  l,f  ,h,s

lillle-kuown  species:

•■  .  |,..M  collected  in  I  ^22  when
Ihree  specimens  were  obtained  by
Mrs.  Pi  CahiU  .11  Oenpclli  &rt  Uic
National  Museum  of  Victoria.
Earlier,  fa  t3J8i  Mr  CumM  i"'  rL  '-
tentWl  five  specimens  to  "Iaronga
Park  /-on.  Previously  it  had  been
collected  in  Arnhem  l  and  by  J
1  lunncv  in  |9tP  and  K.  n..hl

I  he  following  observations  arc
Limtnar)  to  the  treatment  Of  this

a  forthcoming  check  fel  pi
native  land-mammals  of  the

Northern  Teiritory  (Parker.  in

press).

hi.Uliwnk  sunm
Fnlh  &  Caluhy  (J  WW-  32)  write.

n  M.  hatwnhts  is  sympalric  with  A/.
imillopimix  tAntilopinc  Wallarool
over  probably  all  of  Ihe  former's
aflgft,  hut  its  relationship  with  nearbv
if,  ntlniMus  !Kuro|  has  not  been
satisfactorily  cleared  up.  M.  robin-
lui  is  known  to  occur  in  the  South
Mligator  River  area  near  the  range
..f  temar&u  and  collections  and
observations  should  be  made  in  the
citical  area  to  determine  the  possi-
hi'i  ics  of  overlap  01  inter-breeding*'.

Our.ns  September-October  IVHW.
ft.  I,  Bolton.  O  Howe  and  I  under
M0k  five  week  liiun.il  survey  of  the
uaJ-itone  iscaipineiil  country  of  the
Deat  A.Wei  I  reck  valley  M  m.lcs
due  1011th  of  CVnpellt  Here  we  ob

"Vll'l  /.•!>.  Hrwt.rel.  tiHIItllli'  WlW  Spiloiw,
n  1  fm

February,  1971

served  and  collected  both  Xf.  b?>-
nardtii  and  Vf.  r$>Uptux  in  the  same
rocky  areas;  on  one  occasion  a
lemale  of  each  with  pouch-young
was  obtained  on  the  same  hillside
within  a  tew  minutes.  Wilkins  (IMZX:
IbSl  observed  hcrmmiux  in  sand-
stone  lunges  fifteen  miles  up  the  King
River  north-east  of  Oenpelli  in
I  1  /  24:  he  collected  a  specimen  of

robtisim  in  this  area  (BMNH
20.3.1  I  M)  and  another  further  east
on  the  uppet  Cioydcr  River  (BMNII
2f>.3.l  I.6K)  tsee  Map  1).  This  evi-
dence  of  syinpatry,  together  with
the  clear  and  constant  morphological
differences  between  her  nonius  and
mbuslux  (see  Table  I).  justifies  Ihe
recognition  of  hmuirdus  as  a  separate
species.

r  i<  /</  obwmitinn.v
Although  Mi  hi'itidtdiiv  has  heen

found  so  fur  only  in  Ihe  escarpment
country  of  western  and  north-
western  Arnhem  1  and.  it  is  by  no
i::cans  rare  there  In  the-  sandstone
gorges  of  Deaf  Adder  Creek  valley
we  encountered  this  small,  blackish,
thickset  wallaroo  several  limes,  al
wavs  on  boulder  -strewn  hillsides,
singly  and  in  pairs  (once  m  a  group
of  three).  In  the  daytime  it  was
wary,  hut  a  female  (  N  1  M  474«)
located  by  cyeshme  at  night  allowed
a  close  approach.  Our  observations
were  too  limited  to  detect  aiiv  eco-
logical  differences  between  ih.s
species  and  M.  rohuxiitx.  which
occurred  m  the  same  rocky  habitat.
In  the  same  area  M-  .tiuHo/niiis  was
iccorded  only  on  the  flat  valley  lloor.

In  the  National  Museum  of  Vic-
toria  Ihtjre  is  a  note  from  Mrs.  Mane
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Ciihill  to  Professor  W.  Baldwin
Spencer  dale!  9  April.  L923,  pcr-
taintng  to  live  sjJecfrneiW  purchased
o!  Mrs.  CHUIl  tin-  previous  year:

kakadu  name  Itarr-ark.  loud
grass  and  herbs.  Lives  in  caves  on

Ranges.  When  frightened  goes  into
dark  caves.  Killed  by  natives  lor
food  thus—  spinifcx  set  on  lire
causes  dense  smoke  when  animal
can  he  approached  quite  easily,  as
smoke  partly  blinds  animal,  which
M.itnK  rubbing  its  e\cs"

V.  '  iftltltS  ctiimiiifd
National  Museum  of  Victoria:

[7,3X0-4,  labelled  •'Oenpelh"  (41  and
'near  Last  Alligator  River"  (I),

collected  in  I  9]  2-1  9  I  4  by  P.  t  ahill
and  purchased  of  his  wile.  Mane
Cahill.  in  l'»22  (not  colUrtfl  in
1922  as  siated  by  Ride)

South  Australian  Museum:  M2V
4.  collected  on  the  |upper|  Marv
River  in  December  t$|3  h\  W  D
Dodd.

Northern  Termors  Museum.  NIM
4737.  474S,  5413,  collected  55  miles
d0C  south  of  Oenpelh  on  Deaf
Adder  C  reek  in  September  I  %«>  by

H.  I  Uolion,  D.  Howe  and  S.  A
Parker,  the  lust  specimens  taken
since  1'ilS.  a  lapse  of  J  I  years.
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I  am  indebted  to  Miss  loan  Dixon,

(  tuatot  of  Vertebrates,  National
Museum  of  Victoria,  and  Mr.  Petit
Aitkeu,  Curator  of  Mammals.  Sfeufl]
Australian  Museum,  for  the  loan  u!
.specimens  and  for  helptul  comments
also  to  Mi.  John  Edwards  Hill,
Mammal  Section,  liiilish  Museum
(Nntltfill  History)  for  mfoi  malion  un
the  two  hitherto  unreported  speci-
mens  of  M  vqhusfua  collected  by  (I
H,  Wilkins  on  the  King  River  'ami
the  (ioydci  River

R l Pi i
frith.
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bourne:  Oxford  University  Press.

Wilkins.  G  II..  Undiscovered
Ausllalia.  befog  M  account  of  w
expedition  td  trajieel  Australia  w
collect  specimens  of  the  rarer  nntiv  t
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Tvnii  I.

Some  cranial  and  dental  dill'crences  between  Mm  inpus  hn  tuirtlui  and
M.  rdbuaut.
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0  M_rob^sh*s-

Distribution  ol  Mmt„,ms  bentur.ltis  and  M.  rohnstus  in  the  northern  N.I.

Naturalists  in  Bass  Strait

by  A,  H.  Chisholm

Although  The  Liurutitrc  <>l  Atts-
,  m  lum  Hints,  by  H.  M.  Whittell
il<)54).  is  an  extremely  useful  biblio-
graphy,  and  although  its  compiler  un-
covered  numerous  worthwhile  items
that  had  fallen  into  obscurity,  it  has
a)  |c»si  one  entry  that  is  remarkably
inadequate.  This  relates  to  the  work
of  Donald  Macdonald.  who  for  many
vcirs  was  a  distinguished  nature  and
general  writer  on  the  stall'  of  the
Melbourne  ArgUS,

Very  surprisingly  on  the  part  of
such  a  diligent  and  conscientious
woikcr.  Major  Whittell  not  only  over-
looked  Macdonald's  books  (  hint
lionets  md  Wattle  Blount  (18S7)
and  the  posthumous  volume  The
Rmoks  of  Mornin$  (193?),  each  of
which  contains  significant  icfercnees
to  birds;  but  he  failed  also  to  record
the  many  ornithological  articles
which  Mac  wrote—  in  addition  to  the
highly  useful  columns  of  Nature

fcbru.iry,  1971

year theNotes — from
A ri;us.

I  am  reminded  of  this  matter  by
the  fact  that,  as  in  the  case  of
Whittell,  the  authors  of  a  recent  sub-
stantial  paper  on  certain  islands  of
Bass  Strait  (Vict.  Nat.,  Dec.  1970),
also  appear  to  be  unacquainted  with
relevant  articles  written  by  Mac-
donald  m  the  Amis  during  1  L  >0X
Their  author  obtained  his  material  as
a  member  of  the  Ornithologists-
Union  party,  which  from  24  Novcm
ber  (1908).  spent  a  rewarding  fort-
night  touring  Bass  Strait  m  a  special
steamer.

The  titles  of  the  Macdonald
articles  arc:  "The  Life  of  the  Sea".
•Caiinets  ol  Ihc  Bass",  and  "An

Island  Race"  All  three  are  lengthy
and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  all  arc
thotoudilv  readable  and  informative.
Indeed,  they  fired  my  youthlul  en-
thusiasm  so  strongly  that  I  caretullv
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