Notes on the Small Black Wallaroo Macropus bernardus
(Rothschild, 1904} of Arnhem Land.

by S, A, Parkgr”

Jutrodnciton
Ride (1970: 198) writes of
little-known  species;

this

Inst collected in 1922 when
three specimens were obtained by
Mrs. P, Cahill al Oenpelli for the
Nawonal  Museum  of  Victoria,
Farlier, in 1918, Mr. Cahll pre-
wented five specimens to Taronga
park Zoo. Previously it had been
collected in Arnhem Land by I,
. Tunney in 1903 and K. Dahl
o 1895

The following observauons arc
preliminary o the treatment of this
species i forthcoming checklist ol
she  native  land-mammmls  of  the
Northern  Territory  (Parker, in
press ).

Lixonentc STy

Frith & Calahy (1969: 32) wnle.
‘M. hernardus 18 sympatric with M.
anillepinuy L Antilopine  Wallaroo]
over probably all of the former's
range, but its relationship with nearby
A rebustus |Euro] has mot  been
sasfuctonily  cleared up, M. rabus-
s s known to oecur in the South
Alligator River area near the range
of hernardus and collections  and
phservations should be made in the
critical aren 1o determine the poss-
hi'iges of overlap or inter-breeding™

During  September-October 1964,
B 1. Bolon, 1. Howe and | under
ook o tive-week Taunal survey of the
wildstone vsearpinent copmry of the
Deat Adder Creek valley 55 miles
due south of Oenpelli. Here we ob-
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served and collected both M. ber-
nurdus and M, robustuy in the same
rocky areids, Oh one  occasion  d
lemale of each with pouch-young
wis oblamned on the same hillside
within 4 few minutes. Wilkins (1928
1681 observed  bernardus in sand-
stone ranges fifteen miles up the King
River north-cast of Oenpelli
1924: he collected a specimen of
robustus  an this  area  (BMNH
26,311 AY) and another forther east
on the upper Goyder River (BMNH
26.3,11.68) (see Map 1). This evi-
dence of sympatry, together with
the clear and constant morphological
differences between bernardus  and
robustius (sce Table 1), justifies the
recognition of bernurdys as 4 separute
species.

Freld obyervarions

Although M, hernardus has been
found so fur only in The escarpment
country of  western  and  north-
western Ambem Land, it is by no
rceans rare there, In the sandstonc
porges of Deal Adder Creek valley
we encountered this small, blackish,
thickset wallaroo several times, al-
witys on  boulderstrewn  hillsdes,
singly and in pairs (once i a group
of three). In the daytime il Was
wary, but a female (NTM 4748%)
located by eyeshine at night allowed
4 close approach. Our observations
were 100 limited 1o detect any €co-
logical  differences herween this
species  and M- robusi,  which
occurted In the same rocky habitat,
In the same arca M. ankilopinps was
recorded only on the flat valley Hoor,

In the National Muscum of Vie-
toria there 18 a note from M, Marie

al



Cahill 1w Professor W, Baldwin
Spencer dated 9 April, 1923, per-
taining to five specimens purchased
of Mrs. Cahill the previous year:

“Kukado name — Barr-ark,  Food
~grass and herbs. Lives in caves on
Ranges. When frightened goes inlo
dark  caves. Killed by npatves for
food thus—spinifex set on  lire
causes  dense smoke when  animul
can be approached quite casily, as
smoke partly  blinds  animal,  which
stands rubbing ity eyes™.

Specimens examined

Natonal Museum  of  Victoria:
C6380-4, labelled “Oenpelli™ (4) and
“near  East  Alligator  River™ (1),
collected in 1912-1914 by P. Cahill
and purchased ol s wile, Mane
Cahill, in 1922 (not collected w
1922 as stuted by Ride)

South Australian Museum: M282.
4, collected on the [upper] Mary
River in December 1913 by W, D
Dodd.

Northern Territory Museum. NTM
4737, 4748, 5413, collected 55 mules
doe  south of Oenpelli on  Deaf
Adder Creek in September 1969 by

TaBLE

B, L. Bolton, D. Howe und S. A
Parker, the first  specimens  taken
since 1918, a lapse of 51 years,
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M. hernardus M. robustuy
LArnhem Land) |

Vertical groove in outer face
of i

Pronounced | Fainl or ahﬁcnl'

Sides of roslrum seen lrom
ahove

Straight or
v. shehily
concave

Slightly convex

Length of nasal overbang

1417 mm (6) 915 mm 16)

. Length of nasal overhang
Length of entire nasals

0.24-0.29 (6) (L18-020 (6]

~Angle subtended by outer edges
. of nasals at tip

| == 40"

I + 60"

Some cramal and dental differences between Macropus hernardus and

M. robustus.
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’ HacroPuS‘ becnacdus
0 M. ﬂbuf"‘ni‘

Distribution ol Macropus bernardus and M, rohistiis in the northern NI

Naturalists in Bass Strait

by A. H.

Although The Literature of Aus-
walian Birds, by H. M. Whittell
(1954), is an extremely useful biblio-
eruphy, and although its compiler un-
covered numerous worthwhile items
that had fallen into obscurity, it has
at least onc enfry that is remarkably
inadequate. This relates to the work
of Donald Macdonald, who for many
vears was a distinguished nature and
general writer on  the staffi of the
Melbourne Argus.

Very surprisingly on the part of

such & diligent and conscientious
worker., Major Whittell not only over-
looked Macdonald’s  books  Gum
Boughs and Wattle Bloom (1887)
and the posthumous volume The

Brooks of Morning (1933), each of
which contains significant references
to hirds: but he failed also to record
the many omithological — articles
which Mac wrote—in addition to the
highly useful ecolumns of Nature

February, 1971

CHISHOLM

Notes—from year 1o in the
Argus.

1 am reminded of this matter by
the fact that, as in the case of
Whittell, the authors of a recent sub-
stantial paper on certain islands of
Bass Strait (Vier. Nat., Dec. 1970),
also appear to be unacquainted with
relevant  articles  written by Mauc-
donald in the Argus during 1908
Their author obtained his material as
4 member of the Ornithologists”
Union party, which from 24 Novem
ber (1908), spent a rewarding fort-
night touring Bass Strait in i special
stcamer,

The titles of the Macdonald
articles are: “The Life of the Sca”.
“Gannets of the Bass”, and “An
lsland Race”. All three are lengthy
and. as a matter of course, all are
thoroughly readable and informative.
Indeed, they fired my youthful en-
thusiasm so strongly that T carefully

year
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