A Human Contribution to the Heeting of the Shllivewt

Mose Society: A Letter from ¥, Julee Cerdot.
R

by John M. Holzinger.
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From the beginning of the Europern Wer the writer had daily miegivings
regerding the personal safety of the prominent French “eas ftudent

Jules Cardot, for twenty-one years & delightful scientific pe well
88 personal correepondant. In the third weaek of fugust, snd of the
war, Charleville, hie home city, was mentioned £8 lving in the prth
of the invading Germmm hosts. Not Imowing whether an Amarigen letter
could reach him, I hesitated > write. Dut ro painful becsme my snxiety
that I finally wrote a lettsr on August 20th. Thia letter wes gix
weeks in reaching him. And on Oetober 1%th, the day of its roceint,
he replied. 'Ths following are extracts treanelated fraom e Cardot's
pathatic smmyer.

"1 have only today received your letter of August 29th. Your ex-
pressions of friendship amne most touching to ro.. I confees to vou that,
knowing you of GCerman extrection, T eeksd myeepf if the terrible fat:
occurrances Would not put an end $e forever to our longetending and

cordisl reletions. THis mar is so terrible, /the Ceymens sre committing
b ®

in our unhappy, violently invadad privinces euch faarful atrocitiee, ¢
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that the remembrence of them ean never be effaced from my mind.

"I was teu years old in 1870, .end I remamber tha't period ss : P oy
were yesterday.. [My father,who was mavor af Stenny, was zeveral tirmes
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threateden =#ith sheoting by the G@?ﬂnﬂ%:] X

" Ah! my deear friend, that war wae mers childs rlay by the eide of

the present one. [}t sgeme verdly that the entirs Germen netion hao Basen

seized with a veritable frenzy, with a medness for distruction! After

Louvain,--- Rheims, who=e besutiful cathedral is now 2 mare ™Miin,—--
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Cnly day before yesterday a'Taube' hurled bombs at Notre Dame in Paris.
All ths hospitals and ambulance guertere, merred with RBd Croee benners,

failed to be savaed from the hostile bombse. j@at horror! But--- let

me be silent on these unspeakable atrocitiemij

"You desire news about me nereonally, my desr friand. I, with my
wife, stayed in Charleville till August 25th. But, in the night of
August 25th =27th yhe Frencs military suthorities-- for strategip rea~
sone~-- mere comnpdszled to reauire the entire civil povulation ef Charls-
ville, Mezisdres and Mohon to evaculete--- to flee from their homes, in
the night !! These three citiee form, ns it wers, one ¢ontinueus city,
with a totsl population of 40,000 senld, Ve wers ecompelled to ahendon
immediately eut homes, bacauee a battle was thre-tbrg =t this paint,
and the orders were to defend the neseage st thie nevron dAafile to the
last extremity. It wae thought thet the three citise wruld he yrazad
te the ground completsly. e therefors depesrted with only a fanm srrm
ménts, and with a small sum of meney we had at home, abesndrning a1l hhe
rest. I fled to thie place, (Dinard), where one of my friends has =
l1ittle house which he hsas obligingly put et my disvosal. T am here
with my aife and daughter-inalaw. dy 'son ie at the frent, Dinsrd
1s a small esmport on the coast of Brittany, (far southwest from the
war zons), a mugh feequented summer resort during ths onen sesfon. At
present, however, 1t ie a vast hospitsl. All the grend hoteles are
reguieitioned for hospital wards.

" I think I shall come out of this wsr almost ruined. Fer nrlrest
all my property consisted in some houses situatad .gt Charlevillae,

What remains to us now? Barely the 1ife of mvealf snd my wifa, fa

for my collactions, my library, my manuscrints, niT thet ie new cartiinly
destroyed. The fruit of all my labor--- my life #f aeientific affart——.
is completely wiped out. You, my deerr friend, eon understand hetter

than anyone, what a bitter grief this lose is to me.




S.

*But, fnrltha moment, thesa are entirely esscondapy considerstions,
A1l out efforts are 2trained for one end, one sacred end:~ the srfety
of the fatherlend. Later on we shall have the tiﬁe to estimete our
loss, &and to mourn outr dead. All tho®e whom age, eex, or ill-=heslth
hinderas from geoing to the fromt are detsrmined to make themeelves use-
ful for the common werl. I am employed ae directer in the menagement
of 2 hoepital. And here 1e whers I am oriting this lstter. My beloved
daughter-in-1l2w, who is e Doctor of “Yedicine, like my son, 1e cccunied
in the s=me hospital. 8he has a ward of 100 heds, all eccupied at this
moment. And her courage, her devetion, and her umtiring energy win

Bo much, it seeme to the writer, is of interest te =11 Bryolefliste,

A great fellow worker, s men of rere scientifiec, snd ertietie, and 1lit-
erary ability, and withal ofunususl ¥indly snd gentle disposition, 1s
brought to ruin. This all through no fault whatscever of himaslf add
of his fellow citizens. When th#&#s bloedy debacle =hnll ‘dubhside, when
the needless destructiva ordesl for stricken Belgium snd Prancas ir ower,
I stand ready to rehabilitate my friend with the half of my librery dAnd
ay collection,-—= provided he etill he2s the hesrt to make another bexine-
ning of hies ecientific labors. And,-- T wonder=~, witl ether memhere
of the Sullivent Moes Society wish 2n opportunity to heln '%. Oesrdet

on hias fast?!

i
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thie our French fellow-worker, and of all his coumtrvmen. He = vat-

subjoin another sxtraect showing the consuning patriotiam ofh

"No one in Frnnee, nor yot in FEnglsnd, doubts the finsl triuvmph
of civilization over:BruEBian militariem. But, at the cost of what
ruin, of ghat bereavgﬂentw, will this vigtory be bnnght,-- this victery
of right and.ju?tice over barhariem. My dear ffiend, I ageure yeu

with most solemn vows that not one person in Frence wished the wsr.

Many of us wene but toc eeger tc lend » willing esr to pacificiret
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Tearful ewekening for those imprudent ones!?
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rermany that wished it; Germeny sought it: Germsny

L1
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neart 4do we sasccept it!! There ara no
parties, no longer eny cleeses, no longer snv 0=

T3 ¢ are % ™y j =
ineres are only Frenchmen, indizeolubly united in

t.o “ONCLIE +~ Aia Iry y o e /
Lo concuer, or te 1t-~ we “hall conquer!)

——

—

noet cordéally my right handjy ny

ear fraend.

Jules Cerdot,

la ¥#EFrdne Verlsine,
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