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LECTOTYPE  DESIGNATION  OF  OCHTHERA  SCHEMBRII
RONDANI  (DIPTERA:  EPHYDRIDAE)  AND  RESULTING

SYNONOMIES  1  2

Philip J. Qausen

ABSTRACT:  A  lectotype  and  two  paralectotypes  are  designated  for  Ochthera  schembrii
Rondani and three new synonomies are listed.

At  the  time  of  completion  of  my  revision  of  the  nearctic,  neotropical,  and
palearctic  species  of  the  genus  Ochthera  (Clausen,  1977),  I  was  unable  to
locate  the  type  series  of  Ochthera  schembrii  Rondani.  Consequently,  in  the
revision,  I  considered  the  species  as  a  nomen  dubium.

I  have  just  recently  located  and  borrowed  three  specimens  of  schembrii
which  were  in  the  Rondani  collection  in  the  Museo  Zoologico  de  "La  Spe-
cola,"  Universita  Degli  Studi,  Via  Romana,  17-50125  Firenze  (Florence),
Italy.  Mr.  Martelli  of  the  Museo  Zoologico  "thinks  that  the  specimens  in
our  possession  are  undoubtedly  those  upon  which  Rondani  based  his  descrip-
tion,"  and  is  the  type  series.

Unfortunately,  the  three  specimens  are  females  and  all  are  quite  moldy.
They  each  bear  only  an  elliptical  label  with  the  collection  number  "2107"
printed  in  red.

Poor  as  they  are,  if  these  specimens  represent  the  type  series,  one  should
be  designated  as  the  lectotype  for  nomenclatorial  stability.  Therefore,  I  am
herein  designating  the  female  specimen  with  1  wing  mounted  on  a  point  and
the  abdomen  in  a  microvial  as  the  lectotype,  and  the  remaining  two  females
(one  with  the  head  missing)  as  paralectotypes.  All  are  in  the  collection  of  the
Museo  Zoologico.

An  examination  of  the  lectotype  clearly  shows  that  it  is  conspecific  with
Ochthera  mantispa  Loew.  Rondani  described  schembrii  in  March  of  1847
and  Loew  described  mantispa  in  December  of  the  same  year.  It  has  already
been  determined  that  Ochthera  angustitarsus  Becker  (1903)  and  Ochthera
setigera  Czerny  (1909)  are  conspecific  with  mantispa,  and  complete  synono-
mies  are  listed  for  these  names  in  Clausen,  1977.  Thus,  the  valid  name  for  the
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species  becomes  Ochthera  schembrii  Rondani  while  mantispa  Loew,  angusti-
tarsus  Becker,  and  setigera  Czerny  become  junior  synonyms.
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