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HARDY  FORSYTHIAS

With  a  Short  Account  oi  the  History  of  Garden  Forsvthias
AND  Remarks  Regarding  I'heir  Possible  Future  Development.

hree  species  of  Forsijthid  have  proved  thorouo-hlv  liardy  at  the
A  Arnold  Arboretum  this  spriiio-:  Fors-i/thia  ovata,  F.  europaea  ^  and

F  .japomca.  In  an  ordinary  year  they  are  relatively  iiieonspieiious
members  of  the  eolleetion.  This  sprino-,  as  full  of  bloom  as  ever,  they
stand  out  in  dramatic  contrast  to  the  bare  branches  of  the  commoner

sorts.  Of  the  three,  the  Korean  Forsythia,  F.  ovata,  is  probably  of  the
oreatest  ‘garden  merit.  Though  its  flowers,  as  shown  in  the  accompany-
ing  plate,  are  smaller  than  those  of  most  garden  varieties,  they  have
a  delicate  and  airy  grace.  Wholly  aside  from  its  hardiness,  F.  ovata
Mould  in  certain  situations  be  preferred  to  other  Forsythias  by  reason
of  its  flower  color  and  habit  of  growth.  The  flowers  are  borne  closely
clustered  on  the  branches  and  are  of  a  soft,  light  yelhnv.

riie  Korean  Forsythia  was  introduced  into  M  estern  gardens  in  1917,
when  Dr.  Wilson  brought  back  seeds  from  the  Diamond  Mountains  of
Korea.  He  tells  us  that  in  its  native  home  it  is  a  straggling,  often
sprawling  shrub  of  no  great  size.'*  In  cidtivation  it  makes  a  small
upright  bush,  less  diffuse  in  habit  than  are  most  members  of  the  genus.
It  is  not  only  among  the  hardiest  of  all  Forsythias,  but  it  is  with  us
distinctly  the  earliest  to  bloom.  All  in  all,  it  is  decidedly  worth  grow-
ing,  and  there  are  many  situations  where  its  smaller  size,  neater  habit,
and  more  delicate  ffowers  make  it  preferable  to  any  other  variet}'.

Forsythia  japonica  (under  which  name  may  be  considered  as  well  the
barely  distinct  F.  sa.vatilis)  has  been  grown  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum
since  1  9'-J  t,  when  cuttings  M  ere  received  from  tlie  Botanical  Garden



at  Tokyo.  In  Mowe?’  and  Itaaf  it  is  \  e*ry  similar  to  F.ovatd,  its  most  im-
])o!'tant  (liflei'eiice,  so  t'ai'  as  its  use  in  gardens  is  eoneerned,  is  its  low-
er  habit  of  orowth.  Like  many  Forsythias  it  is  a  native  of  rocky
places,  and  it  mi}»ht  find  its  hajjpiest  use  as  a  low  shrub  for  the  rock
warden.

Forsi/tli'ui  europaea,  while  of  ^reat  botanical  interest,  is  of  little  im-
))ortanc*e  hortieulturally.  American  plant  breeders  should  be  interested
in  its  hardiness  and  its  profuse  bloom.  'These  should  prove  useful  in
buildinji'  uj)  an  American  race  of  garden  Forsythias.  In  itself  the  spe-
cies  is  too  weedy  and  (‘oarse  for  customary  ^^arden  use.  Botanieally  it
is  noteworthy  as  the  oidy  species  which  is  not  native  to  the  Orient.
It  orows  abundantly  in  combination  with  similar  weedy  shrubs  in  scrub-
lands  of  the  Balkan  Peninsula,  where  it  was  first  discovered  by  Dr.
Baldaeei  in  1807.  Its  natural  habitat  in  dry  situations  suooests  that  it
mio'ht  be  worthy  of  extended  trial  in  the  more  arid  parts  of  the  middle
west.

Comparatively  s})eakinf>-,  Forsythias  are  newcomers  to  our  western
jrardens.  It  was  just  a  century  ao’o  that  the  first  j^lants  were  brouoht
back  to  Idolland  from  Japan.  Actually,  the  o’cnus  did  not  become  well
known  until  Robert  Fortune  sent  Forsi/ihia  viridls.sima  to  the  ‘>arden
of  the  Horticultural  Society  of  London  in  184-4.  'Lhe  following’  account
is  taken  from  a  letter  he  sent  back  to  the  society.

“l  first  discovered  it  o  rowiny-  in  a  oarden  ...  which  belonged  to  a
Chinese  Mandarin,  on  the  island  of  Chusan,  ‘•enerally  called  the
Yirotto  (Tarden*  by  the  Fnolish.  It  is  a  nreat  favourite  with  the
Chinese,  and  is  oenerally  orown  in  all  the  j^ardens  of  the  rich  in  the
north  of  China.  I  afterwards  found  it  wild  amonjyst  the  mountains  of
the  interior  in  the  Province  of  Chekiano-,  where  I  thought  it  even  more
ornamental  in  its  natural  state  amonost  the  hedoes  than  when  culti-
vated  in  the  fairy  oardens  of  the  Mandarins.**

On  a  subsetiuent  trip  Fortune  introduced  the  variety  of  Forsi/thia
suspensa  which  still  bears  his  name.  Nearly  all  of  our  garden  Forsythias
trace  back  at  least  in  part  to  the  very  plants  introduced  by  Robert
Fortune.  In  his  day  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  bring  back  living  plants
from  the  Orient.  He  has  left  us  a  detailed  account  of  the  careful  way
in  which  his  precious  collections  were  ])repared  for  the  long  sea-voyage
by  sailing  vessel.

“As  I  had  now  secured  living  specimens  and  seeds  of  all  the  orna-
mental  trees  and  shrubs  of  this  jjart  of  Japan  which  I  was  likely  to
meet  with  at  this  season  of  the  year,  the  whole  were  removed  across





the  bay  to  Vokohaiiin,  and  placed  tor  safety  in  Dr.  Hall's  warden*  until
Ward's  eases  wei’e  ready  for  their  reee|)tion

But  the  latter  part  of  the  business  was  no  easy  matter.  'I'o  j>'o
from  Kno'land  to  Japan  was  easy  enouj>’h  ;  to  wander  amongst  those
romantic  valleys  and  undulating'  hills  was  pleasure  unalloyed;  to  ran-
sack  the  capital  itself,  althouji'h  attended  by  an  armed  ji'uard,  was  far
from  disa<>reeable  ;  and  to  <j:et  to»'ether  such  a  noble  collection  as  I  have
just  been  describing'  was  the  most  aoreeable  of  all.  'I'he  difficulty-the
o'reat  ditHcult\  —  was  to  transport  livin'^  plants  from  Yedo  to  the  'riiames,
over  stormy  seas,  for  a  distance  of  some  I  (),()()()  miles.  But  thanks  to
my  old  friend  Mr.  W  ard,  even  this  difficulty  can  now  be  overcome  by
means  of  the  well-known  o'lass  cases  whicdi  bear  his  name

‘^In  a  foreifi'ii  country,  however,  even  Ward's  cases  cannot  be  made
without  some  difficulty  Luckily,  however,  a  sufficient  number  of
cases  were  <>'ot  ready  to  enable  me  to  carry  the  collections  cm  to  (  Jiina.
'fhe  steam-ship  Laio'land,  '  Captain  Dundas,  bein<>'  about  to  return  to
Shant>hae,  I  availed  myself  of  the  oi)portunity  to  o'o  over  to  that  j)ort
with  my  collections,  in  order  to  ship  them  for  Kn<>'land,  there  bein<i'
as  yet  no  means  of  sendino-  them  direct  from  Japan.  Mr.  Veitch  had
also  ))ut  his  plants  on  board  the  same  vessel,  so  that  the  whole  of  the
j)oop  was  lined  with  o'lass  cases  crammed  full  of  the  natural  productions
of  Japan.  Never  before  had  such  an  interestin»'  and  valuable  collection
of  jdants  occui)ied  the  deck  of  any  vessel,  and  most  devoutly  did  we
hoj)e  that  our  beloved  plants  mio'ht  be  favoured  with  fair  winds  and
smooth  seas,  and  with  as  little  salt  water  as  ])ossible^a  mixture  to
which  they  were  not  at  all  partial,  and  which  sadly  disao'rees  with  their
constitutions.  .  .

A  defect  in  the  construction  of  many  of  these  cases  is  the  shortness
of  their  feet,  fhe  bottom  of  the  case  should  always  be  at  least  six
inches  raised  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel...  Washino-  decks  is  the  first

l)art  of  the  sailor's  business  every  morning'  at  sea,  and  they  ai'e  not
o'enerally  very  ])articular  as  to  whei'e  they  throw  the  water.  If  the  feet
of  the  i)lant-case  are  shorter  than  six  inches,  there  will  not  be  sufficient
room  for  the  sailors  to  dash  the  water  below  it,  and  consecpiently  the
bottom  and  sides  will  stand  the  chance  of  beino'  washed  every  mornino-
as  reji'ularly  as  the  decks.  In  the  course  of  a  four  or  five  month's  vov-
an'e,  the  salt  water  is  certain  to  find  its  wav  into  the  soil,  which  it  then
saturates,  and  destroys  the  roots  of  the  plants

*This  was,  of  course  the  Dr.  Hall  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  who  introduced
many  Japanese  plants  into  American  iJ!:ardens.



“when  the  vessel  is  about  to  sail  the  eases  should  lie  elosed  firmly.
and  the  joints  must  be  made  perfectly  tio’ht.  Narrow  strips  of  canvass
dii)ped  in  a  boilino-  mixture  of  tar  and  pitch,  and  i)ut  on  the  outside
of  the  joints,  answer  the  purpose  admirably,  and  should  always  be  used
where  there  is  any  difficulty  in  makin«’the  joints  close.  Laroe  vessels
with  po(jps  are  the  best  for  plants,  and  should  always  be  |)referred
where  there  is  anv  choice,  as  their  decks  are  higher,  and  consequently
less  liable  to  be  washed  by  the  sea.  The  poop,  either  in  small  or  laroe
sliips,  is  the  best  place  for  the  cases  to  be  placed  :  in  small  vessels  they
should  either  be  })ut  there  or  not  sent  at  all.  'I’he  main  or  mi/en  toj)
is  sometimes  recommended  ;  but  most  captains  object  to  have  such
heavy  articles  placed  so  hi<»-h  above  the  decks.’*

riie  little  pknits  which  trav  elled  back  to  Knoland  in  ti<i,ht  olass  cases,
throve  amazin{>ly  well  in  Europe.  In  a  few  decades  Forsythias  were
commonly  orown  in  Fuirope  and  America.  Both  there  and  here,  natural
hybrids  occurred  in  nurseries  and  botanical  <):ardens.  Zabel,  the  Curator
of  the  Arboretum  at  a  forest  school  in  Hanover,  was  the  first  to  o-ive
them  the  name  of  Forsi/thhi  mternipdid  .  His  sharp  eyes  noted  the  i)e-
culiar  leaves  of  one  set  of  seedlino-.s  and  he  thouo’ht  thev  mio’ht  be  hy-
l)rids  of  Forsi/thid  suspensd  and  F.  viridiss'nnd  .  When  they  came  into
l)loom  his  suspicions  were  verified  and  many  of  the  «’arden  Forsythias
orown  today  are  the  ultimate  result  of  these  or  similar  crosses  and  are
classified  as  varieties  of  For.y/lltia  mtennedid  .  One  of  the  loveliest  of  the
new  varieties,  the  Primrose  Forsytliia,  F.  i/derntedia  var.  primidhut  ^
orio-inated  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum  as  a  cliance  seedlino;.  It  was  dis-
covered  orowino-  amono’  tlie  o’reat  mass  of  Forsythias  on  the  side  of
Bussey  Hill,  b_v  Professoi-  Rehder,  whose  sharp  eyes  noted  the  lovely
soft  yellow  tone  of  its  flowers,  d'o  sensitive  gardeners,  the  rich  butter-
yellow  of  most  Forsythias  is  a  little  too  bri<^ht,  particularly  so  in  a  shrub
which  in  ordinary  years  jiroduces  such  lar^■e  masses  of  color.  'Fhe  soft
|)rimrose  yellow  of  F  .inlernied'ut  var.  priniidind  is  less  tirino;  to  the  eye
aud  forms  a  beautiful  backjiround  forthe  lirilliant  colors  of  early  sprinu’
Mowers.

'Fhe  past  century  has  seen  a  rapid  development  of  <»arden  Forsythias.
Biding’  safely  to  I'birope  in  little  ylass  cases  on  the  decks  of  sailin'*'
vessels,  these  oriental  shrubs  liave  inci'cased  and  multiplied.  Sharp-
eyed  botanists  and  nursei'ymen  have  selecttal  t  he  showi(‘st  of  theii'  hy-
brids.  (  'ollectors  have  assembled  lU'W  species  from  Albaniaand  Korea.
W  ill  another  century  show  a  corresi)ond  injily  ^reat  development.^  W*ill
these  new  species  be  ineoi'porated  ,  as  they  (*asily  could  be,  in  outstand-
inj*'  yarchm  V  ai'ieties.'  Om*  looks  forwai'd  hopefully  to  the  new  American



Forsytliias  wliicli  may  soon  l)e  orijiinated  ;  Forsytliias  which  will  com-
bine  the  hardiness  of  the  Kiiropean  and  Korean  species  with  the  lartrer
flowers  of  the  Chinese  species  and  hybrids;  Forsytliias  whose  flowers
will  be  less  n^larinj^ly  3’ellow  and  more  lifrht  and  airy  in  their  carriage;
which  will  somewhere  in  their  development  lose  the  coarse  and  weedy
habit  which  characterizes  the  wild  siieciesand  which  unfortunately  is
not  e^'en  yet  eliminated  from  our  cultivated  varieties.

Fdoar  Andkrson

EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATE

Forsythia  ovata  Nakai.  Natural  size.  In  the  lower  ri^rht  hand  cor-
ner  a  spray  of  X  Forsythia  intermedia  Zabel  has  been  drawn  at  the
same scale for comparison.

(  I>r(in'iiig  Ini  Jiltinchf’  Anu’x  Anus.)
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