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out,  seized  his  companion  by  one  of  his  less,  and  before  we  could  reach
the  hole   had  drawn  him  completely   out   of   sitrht.   There  was   a   touch  of
feeling  in  the  little  incident,  a  something  human,  which  raised  the  animals
in   mj   estimation,   and   ever   alter   I   did   not   attempt   to   kill   one   of   them,
except  when  driven  by  extreme  hunger.'1

Mr.   Kendall   says,   further   on.   of   these   animals:  —  "They   area   wild,
frolicsome,  madcap  set  of  fellows  when  undisturbed, uneasy  and  ever  on  the
move,   and   appear   to   take   especial   delight   in   chattering   away   the   time,
and  visiting  from  hole  to  bole  to  gossip  and  talk  over  each  other's  affairs —
at  least,   so  their   actions  would  indicate.   When  they  find  a   good  location
for  a  village,  and  there  is  no  water  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  old  hunt*  rs
say.   they   diir   a   well   to   supply   the   wants   of   the   community.   ()n   several
occasions  I   crepl   close  to  their   villages,   without  being  observed,  to  watch
their   movements.   Directly   in   the   centre   of   one   of   them   1   particularly
noticed  a  very  large  Dog,  sitting  in  front  of  the  door  or  entrance  to  his
barrow,   and   by   his   own   actions   and   chose   of   his   neighbours,   it   really
si  1  med  as  though  he  was  the  president,  mayor,  or  chief — at  all  events,  he
was  the  "big  dog"  of  the  place.  For  at  leasl   an  hour  1  secretly  watched
the  operations  in  this  community.   During  thai  lime  the  large  Dog  1  have
mentioned   received   at   least   a   dozen   visits   from   his   fellow-dogs,   which
would   stop   and   chat   with   him   a   few   moments,   and   then   run   off   to
their   domicils.   All   this   while   he  never  left   his   post   for   a   moment,   and  I
thought   I   emdd   discover   a   gravity   in   his   deportment   not   discernible   in
those   by   winch   he   was   surrounded.   Par   is   it   from  me  to   say,   that   the
visits   he   received   were   upon   business,   or   had   anything   to   do   with   the
local   government   of   the   village;   bul   it   certainly   appeared   so.   [fany
animal   has   a   system   of   laws   regulating   the   body   politic,   it   is   certainly
the  Prairie  Dog."

This  marmot  tumbles,   or  rolls  over,   when  he  enters  his  hole,   "with  an
entric   bound  and  half-somerset,   his   hind-feet   knocking  together   as   he

pitches  headlong  into  the  darkness  below  :   and  before  the  spectator  has
recovered  from  the  half-laugh  caused  by  the  drollery  of  the  movement,  he
will  see  the  Dog  slowly  thrust  his  head  from  his  burrow,  and  with  a  pert
and   impudent   expression   of   countenance,   peer   cunningly   about,   as   if   to
ascertain  the  etl'eet  his  recent  antic  had  caused."

Mr.   Kendall   thinks   that   the   burrowing   owl,   which   he   mentions   as   "a
singular   species   of   owl,   invariably   found   residing   in   and   about   the   dog
towns,"  is  on  the  best  of  terms  with  these  marmots,  and  says,  "as  he  is
frequently   seen  entering  and  emerging  from  the  same  hole,   this   singular
bird  may  be,  looked  upon  as  a  member  of  the  same  family,  or  at  least,  as  a
retainer   whose   services   are    in   sonic   way   necessary   to   the   comlbrt   and





327
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Missouri   Mouse.

PLATE   C—  Females.

M.   capile   amplo,   cruribus   robustis,   auriculis   sub   albidis,   cauda   carta.
corpore  supra  dilute  fusca,  infra  alba.

CHARACTERS.

Head,   broad  ;   legs,   stnut  ;   cars,   whitish   ;   tail,   short,   light   fawn  colour
above,  white  beneath.

SYNON'YME.

Mcs  Missouriensis,   Aud.  and  Bach.,  Quads.  North   America,  vol.  2,    plates,
pi.  100.

DESCRIPTION.

At  first  sight  we  might  be  tempted  to  regard  this  animal,  as  one  of  the
endless   varieties   of   the   white-footed   mouse.   It   is.   however,   a   very   dif-

ferent species,  and  when  examined  in  detail,  it  will  be  discovered  thai
the  colour  is   the  only  point  of  resemblance.  The  body  is  stouter,   shorter,
and  has  a  more  clumsy  appearance.  The  nose  is  les.s  pointed  ;  cars,  much
shorter  and  more  rounded  ;  and  the  tail,  not  one-third  of  the  length.

Head,  short  and  blunt  :  nose,  pointed  :  eyes.  Ian:.'  :  ears,  short,  broad  at
base  and  round,  sparsely  clothed  with  short  hairs  on  both  surfaces  ;  mous-

taches, numerous,  long,  bending  forwards  and  upwards  ;  legs,  StOUt;  four
toes  on  the  fore-feet,  with  the  rudiment  of  a  thumb,  protected  by  a  conspi-

cuous nail  ;  nails,  rather  long,  slightly  bent,  but  not  hooked.  The  hind-
are  pendaetylous  :  the  palms  are  naked  :  the  other  portions  of  the  feet  and
toes,   covered   with   short   hairs,   which   do   not,   however,   conceal   the   nails.
The  tail   is   short,   round,   stout   at   base,   gradually   diminishing  to   a   point  ;
it   is   densely   covered   with   very   short   hair  ;   the   fur   on   both   surfaces   is
short,  soft  and  fine.

COLOUR.

Teeth,   yellowish   ;   whiskers,   nearly   all   white,   a   few   black   hairs   inter-
spersed.    The  fur  on  the  back  is  plumbeous  at  the  roots  to  near  the  points,
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the   hairs   on   the   sides   are   broadly   tipped   with   yellowish-fawn,   and
on   the   back,   are   first   fawn,   and   then   slightly   tipped   with   black   ;   on
the   under   surface,   the   hairs   are   at   the   roots   plumbeous,   broadly   tipped
with   white.   The   ears   are   nearly   white,   having   a   slight   tinge   of   buff   on
the  outer  and  inner  surfaces,  edged  with  pure  white;  on  the  sides  of  the
checks,   and   an   irregular   and   indistinct   line   along   the   sides,   the   colours
are  brighter  than  those  on  the  flanks,  and  may  be  described  as  light  yel-

lowish-brown. The  feet,  on  both  surfaces,  belly,  and  under  surface  of  tail,
white  ;   from  this   admixture,   this   species   is   on  the  back,   light   fawn,   with
an  indistinct  line  on  the  back,  and  upper  surface  of  tail,  of  a  shade  dark*
er  colour.

DIMENSIONS.

m   Inches.
From   point   of   nose   to   root   of   tail,      -----         4^

tail,   ij
Height   of   ear,   posteriorly,   .-..-.   g

HABITS.

We  close  our  second  volume  with  this  new  species  of  mouse,  of  which
we   have   given   three   figures.   This   pretty   little   animal   was   discovered   for
us  by  Mr  Denig,  during  our  sojourn  at,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort
Union   in   1843.   It   was   in   full   summer   pelage,   having   been  killed   on   the
14th  of  July.   At  that  time  being  in  quest  of  antelopes  and  large  animals,
we   did   not   give   it   that   close   attention,   which   we   should   have   done.   A
glance   at   our   plate,   or   an   examination   of   our   description,   will   suffice   to
convince   any   one   of   its   being   entirely   new.   This   species   is   much   larger,
and  has  a  thicker  and  shorter  tail  than  mus  leucopus.

Expecting   to   get   more   of   them   we   did   not   make   any   notes   of   the
habits  of  those  killed  at  that  time,  and  which  had  doubtless  been  observed
by   the   hunters,   who   procured   them.   The   next   day   after   they   were
brought   in,   we   left   the   fort   on   an   expedition   to   the   Yellow-Stone   river,
from  which  we  did  not  return  for  some  time.

As   a   short   description   of   our   mode   of   travelling,   &c,   the   first   day's
journal   is   here   given.   "July   15,   Saturday,   we   were   all   up   pretty   early,
making   preparations   for   our   trip   to   the   Yellow-Stone   river.   After   break-

fast all  the  party  who  were  going,  announced  themselves  as  ready,  and
with  a  wagon,  a  cart,   and  two  extra  men  from  the  fort,   we  crossed  the
Missouri,   and   at   7   o'clock,   were   fairly   under   way  ;   Harris,   Bell,   Cul-
bertson,  and  ourself   in  the  wagon.  Squires,   Provost,   and  Owen  on  horse-

back, while  the  cart  brought  a  skiff,  to  be  launched  on  the  Yellow-Stone,
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when   we   should   arrive   at   thai   river.   We   travelled   rather   slowly   until
we  had  crossed  a  point  and  headed  the  ponds  on  the  prairie  at  the  foot
»r   the   hills   opposite   the   fort.   We   saw   one   sharp-tailed   grouse,   but   al-

though Mr.  Harris  searched  for  it  diligently,  it  could  not  be  started.
Soon  after  this   we  got  one  of   the  wheels  of   our  wagon  fast   in  a  crack
or  crevice  in  the  ground,  and  wrenched  it  so  badly  that  we  were  obliged
to   u'et   out   and   walk,   while   the   men   set   to   work   to   repair   the   wheels
which   were   all   in   a   rickety   condition   :   alter   the   needful   fixing-up   had
been   done,   the   wagon   overtook   us.   and   we   proceeded   on.   Saw   some
antelopes  on  the  prairie,  and  many  more  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  bound-

ing our   view  to   the   westward.   We  stopped  to   water   the   horses   at   a
"saline."   where   we   observed   that   buffaloes,   antelopes,   and   other   animals
had  been  to   drink,   and  had  been  lying  down  on  the  margin.   The  water
was  too  hot  for  us  to  drink.  Alter  sitting  for  nearly  an  hour  to  allow  the
horses  to  gel  cool  enough  to  take  a  bait,  for  it  was  Very  warm,  we  again
proceeded  on  until  we  came  to  the  bed  of  a  stream,  which  during  spring
overflows  its  banks,  but  now  exhibits  only  pools  of  water  here  and  there.
In  one  of  these  pools  we  soaked  our  dry  wagon  wheels,  by  way  of  tight-

ening the  "tires."  and  here  we  refreshed  ourselves  and  quenched  our
thirst.   Shi   ires,   Provost,   and   Owen,   started   on   before   us   to   reconnoitre,
and  we  followed  at  a  pretty  good  pace,  as  the  prairie  was  hereabouts  firm
and   tolerably   smooth.   Shot   a   red-winged   black-bird.   Heard   the   note-,
of   Xi'itm.i.'s   short-billed   marsh-wren,  —  supposed   by   some   of   our   party
to  be  those  of  a  new  bird.  Saw  nothing  else  ;  reached  our  camping-place
at   about   (i   o'clock.   Unloaded   the   wagon   and   cart,   hobbled   the   horM^
and  turned  them  out   to   grass.   Two  or   three  of   the  men  went   off   to   a
point   above   our   camp,   in   search   of   something   for   supper.   We  took   the
red-winged  black-bird,  and  a  fishing-line,  and  went  to  the  bank  ofthe  famed
\  elloW-Stone  river,  (near  the  margin  of  which  our  tent  was  pitched.)  and
in  this  stream  of  the  tar  west,  running  from  the  bases  of  the  Rocky  Moun-

tains, we  threw  our  line,  and  exercised  our  piscatory  skill  so  successfully
as  to  catch  some  cal   fish.   These  fish  we  found  would  not  bite  at   pieces
of   their   own  kind,   with   which  we  tried  them  ;   after   expending  our   bird
bait,   we   therefore   gave   up   fishing.   One   of   our   men  took   a   bath,   while
two  others,   having  launched  the  skiff   rowed  across   the  river   to   seek  for
deer  or  other  game  on  the  opposite  shore.  Toward  dark  the  hunting  par-

ties all  returned  to  cam])  without  success:  and  we  found  the  eat-tish  the
principal  portion  of  our  supper,  having  no  fresh  meat  at  all.

Our  supper  over,  all  parties  shortly  disposed  themselves  to  sleep  as  they
best  could.     About  10  o'clock,  we   were  all  disturbed  by  a  violent  thunder
storm,   accompanied   by   torrents   of   rain     and   vivid   flashes   of   lightning;
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