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GENUS   ANTILOCAPRA.—  Ord.

DENTAL    FORMULA.
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Horns   common   to   both   sexes;   small   in   the   female;   horns   persistent,
greatly   compressed,   rough,   pearled,   slightly   striated,   with   an   anterior
process,   and   the   point   inclining   backwards;   eye   large;   no   suborbit.il
sinus;   no   inguinal   pores;   no   muzzle;   facial   line,   converse  ;   no   canines;
no   succentorial   hoot's:   tail   very   short;   hair   stiff,   coarse,   undulating,
Battened  :  female,  mammss.

Habit,   peaceable,   gregarious,   herbivorous,   confined   to   North-America.
Only  one  well  determined  species  belongs  to  this  genus.
The  generic  name  AntUocapra,  is  derived  from  the  two  genera  Antilopt

and  Copra,  Goat  Antelope.

ANTILOCAPRA   AMERICANA.—  Ord.

PRONG-HORNED  ANTELOPE.

PLATE    L  X  X  V  1 1.     Male  and  Female.

Cornibus   pedalibus   comprcssis,   intus   planis,   antia   granulatis   striatisque
propuenaculo  compresso  procurvo  cum  cornum  parte  posteriore  retrorsum
uncinata   furcam   constitutiente  ;   colore   russo   fuscescente,   gutture,   cluni-
umque  disco  albis   :   statura,   Cervus  Virginianus.

CHARACTERS.

Horns  compressea,  Hat  on  the  inner  side,  pearled  and  striated,  with  a  com-
pressed snag  to  the  front ;  colour,  reddish  dun  ;  throat  and  disk  on  the  but-

tocks, white.     Size  of  the  Virginia  deer.
vol.  ii. — 25.
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examine   the   novel   object   which   astonishes   as   well   as   alarms   them,   the
antelopes  on  seeing  a  hunter,  advance  toward  him,  stopping  at  intervals,  and
then  again  advancing,   and  should  the  hunter   partly   conceal   himself,   and
wave  his  handkerchief  or  a  white  or  red  rag  on  the  end  of  his  ramrod,  he
may  draw  the  wondering  animals  quite  close  to  him  and  then  quickly  seiz-

ing his  rifle  send  a  ball  through  the  fattest  of  the  group,  ere  the  timid  crea-
tures  have  time  to  fly  from  the  fatal  spot.

The  Indians,   we  were  told,   sometimes  bring  the  antelope  to  within  ar-
row-shot (bow-shot),  by  throwing  themselves  on  their  backs  and  kicking

up  their  heels  with  a  bit  of  a  rag  fastened  to  them,  on  seeing  which  mov-
ing amid  the  grass  the  antelope  draws  near  to  satisfy  his  curiosity.

The  atmosphere  on  the  western  prairies  is  so  pure  and  clear  that  an  an-
telope is  easily  seen  when  fully  one  mile  off,  and  you  can  tell  whether  it

is  feeding  quietly  or  is  alarmed  ;  but  beautiful  as  the  transparent  thin  air
shews  all  distant  objects,  we  have  never  found  the  great  western  prairies
equal   the   Jlmcery   descriptions   of   travellers.   They  lack   the  pure  streamlet
wherein  the  hunter  may  assuage  his  thirst — the  delicious  copses  of  dark,
leafy  trees  ;  and  even  the  thousands  of  fragrant  flowers,  which  they  are  poet-

ically described  as  possessing,  are  generally  of  the  smaller  varieties;  and  the
Indian  who  roams  over  them  is  far  from  the  ideal  being — all  grace,  strength
and  nobleness,  in  his  savage  freedom — that  we  from  these  descriptions  con-

ceive him.  Reader,  do  not  expect  to  find  any  of  the  vast  prairies  that
border  the  Upper  Missouri,   or  the  Yellow-Stone  rivers,   and  extend  to  the
Salt   Lakes   amid   the   Californian   range   of   the   Rocky   Mountains,   verdant
pastures  ready  for  flocks  and  herds,   and  full   of   the  soft   perfume  of  the
violet.  No ;  you  will  find  an  immense  waste,  of  stony,  gravelly,  barren  soil,
stretched  before  you  ;  you  will  be  tormented  with  thirst,  half  eaten  up  by
stinging  flies,  and  lucky  will   you  be  if   at  night  you  find  wood  and  water
enough  to  supply  your  fire  and  make  your  cup  of  coffee ;  and  should  you
meet  a  band  of  Indians,  you  will  find  them  wrapped  in  old  buffalo  robes,
their   bodies   filthy   and   covered   with   vermin,   and   by   stealing   or   begging
they   will   obtain   from  you   perhaps   more   than   you   can   spare   from  your
scanty  store  of  necessaries,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  or  firearms,
they  are  not  unfrequently  ready  to  murder,  or  at  least  rob  you  of  all  your
personal   property,    including   your   ammunition,   gun   and   butcher   knife  !

The  Prong-horned  Antelope  brings  forth  its  young  about  the  same  time
as  the  common  deer :  from  early  in  May  to  the  middle  of  June  ;  it  has  gen-

erally two  fawns  at  a  birth.  We  have  heard  of  no  case  in  which  more

than  that  number  has  been  dropped  at  a  time,  and  probably  in  some  cases
only  one  is  fawned  by  the  dam.  The  young  are  not  spotted  like  the  fawn
of  the    common   deer,  but  are  of  a   uniform    dun    colour.      The    dam
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remains  by  her  young  for  some  days  after  they  are  born,  feeding  immedi-
ately around  the  spot,  and  afterwards  gradually  enlarging  her  ranire  ;  when

the  young  arc  a  fortnight  old  they  have  gained  strength  and  speed  enough
to  escape  with  their  fleet-footed  mother  from  wolves  or  other  four-footed
foes.   Sometimes,   however,   the   wolves   discover   and   attack   the   young
when   they   arc   too   feeble   to   escape,   and   the   mother   then   displays   the
most  devoted  courage  in  their  defence.  She  rushes  on  them,  butting  and
Striking  with  her  short  horns,  and  sometimes  tosses  a  wolf  heels  over  head,
she  also  use*  her  forefeet,  with  which  she  deals  severe  blows,  and  if  the
wolves  are  not.   in  strong  force,   or   desperate  with  hunger,   puts  them  to
flight,   and   then   seeks   with   her   young   a   safer   pasturage,   or   some   al-

most inaccessible  rocky  hill  side.
The  rutting  season  of  this  species  commences  in  September,   the  bucks

run  for  about  six  weeks,  and  during  this  period  fight  with  irreat  courage
and   even   a   degree   of   ferocity.   When   a   male   sees   another   approach-

ing, or  accidentally  comes  upon  one  of  his  rivals,  both  parties  run  at  each
other  with  their   heads  lowered  and  their   eyes  flashing  angrily,   and  while
they  strike  with  their  horns  they  wheel  and  bound  with  prodigous  activity
anil  rapidity,  giving  and  receh  ing  severe  wounds, — sometimes  like  feni  1
getting  within  each  others  "  points,"  and  each  hooking  his  antagonist  with
the  recurved  branches  of  his  horns,  which  bend  considerably  inwards  and
downwards.

The   Prong-horned   Antelope   usually   inhabits   the   low   prairies   adjoining
the  covered  woody  bottoms  during  spring  and  autumn,  but  is  also  found  on
the  high  or  upland  prairies,  or  amid  broken  hills,  and  is  to  be  seen  along
the  margins  of  the  rivers  and  streams  :  it  swims  very  fast  and  well,  and  oc-

casionally a  herd  when  startled  may  be  seen  crossing  a  river  in  strath  11  e;
tiles,  but  without  disorder,  and  apparently  with  ease.

Sometimes  a  few  of  these  animals,   or  even  only  one  or  two  by  them-
selves may  be  seen,  whilst  in  other  instances  several  hundreds  are  con-

gregated in  a  herd.  They  are  remarkably  shy,  are  possessed  of  a  fine
Sense  of  smell,   and  have  large  and  beautiful  eyes,  which  enable  them  to
scan  the  surface  of  the  undulating  prairie  and  detect  the  lurking  Indian  or
wolf,   creep  he  ever  so  cautiously  through  the  grasses,  unless  some  inter-

vening elevation  or  copsewood  conceal  his  approach.  It  is.  therefore,
necessary  for  the  hunter  to  keep  well  to  leeward,  and  to  use  extraordinary
caution   in   "sneaking"   after   this   species:   and   he   must   also   exercise   a
great  deal   of   patience  and  move  very  slowly  and  only  at   intervals,   when
the  animals  with  heads  to  the  ground  or  averted  from  him,  are  feeding  or
attracted  by  some  other  object.  When  they  discover  a  man  thus  stealthily
moving  near  them,  at  first  sight  they  fly  from  him  with   <rrcat  speed,  and
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often  retire  to  the  broken  grounds  of  the  clay  hills,   from  which  they  are
not  often  tempted  to  stray  a  great  distance  at  any  time.  As  we  have  already
mentioned,   there   are   means,   however,   to   excite   the   timid   antelope   to
draw  near  the  hunter,   by  arousing  his  curiosity  and  decoying  him  to  his
ruin.  The  antelopes  of  the  Upper  Missouri   country  are  frequently  shot  by
the  Indians  whilst  crossing  the  river  ;  and,  as  we  were  informed,  preferred
the  northern  side  of  the  Missouri ;  which,  no  doubt,  arises  from  the  preva-

lence on  that  bank  of  the  river  of  certain  plants,  trees  or  grasses,  that  they
are  most  fond  of.  Males  and  females  are  found  together  at  all  seasons  of
the  year.  We  have  been  told  that  probably  a  thousand  or  more  of  these
animals  have  been  seen  in  a  single  herd  or  flock  at  one  time,  in  the  spring.

It   was   supposed  by   the   hunters   at   Fort   Union,   that   the   prong-horned
antelope  dropped  its  horns ;  but  as  no  person  had  ever  shot  or  killed  one
without   these   ornamental   and   useful   appendages,   we   managed   to   prove
the  contrary  to  the  men  at  the  fort  by  knocking  off  the  bony  part  of  the
horn,  and  showing  the  hard,  spongy  membrane  beneath,  well   attached  to
the  skull   and  perfectly  immoveable.

The  Prong-horned  Antelope  is   never  found  on  the  Missouri   river  below
L'eau  qui   court  ;   but   above  that   stream  they   are   found  along  the   great
Missouri   and   its   tributaries,   in   all   the   country   east   of   the   Rocky   Moun-

tains, and  in  many  of  the  great  valleys  that  are  to  be  met  with  among  these
extraordinary  "  big  hills."  None  of  these  antelopes  are  found  on  the  shores
of   the   Mississippi,   although  on   the   headwaters   of   the   Saint   Peter's   river
they   have   been   tolerably   abundant.   Their   walk   is   a   slow   and   somewhat
pompous  gait,  their  trot  elegant  and  graceful,  and  their  gallop  or  "  run  "
light  and  inconceivably  swift ;  they  pass  along,  up  or  down  hills,  or  along
the  level  plain  with  the  same  apparent  ease,  while  so  rapidly  do  their  legs
perform   their   graceful   movements   in   propelling   their   bodies   over   the
ground,   that   like   the   spokes   of   a   fast   turning  wheel   we  can  hardly   see
them,   but   instead,   observe   a   gauzy   or   film-like   appearance   where   they
should  be  visible.

In   autumn,   this   species   is   fatter   than   at   any   other   period.   Their   liver
is  much  prized  as  a  delicacy,  and  we  have  heard  that  many  of  these  ani-

mals are  killed  simply  to  procure  this  choice  morsel.  This  antelope  feeds
on  the  short  grass  of  the  prairies,  on  mosses,  buds,  &c.  ;  and  suffers  greatly
during   the   hard   winters   experienced   in   the   north-west  ;   especially   when
the  snow  is   several   feet   in  depth.   At   such  times  they  can  be  caught  by
hunters  provided  with  snow  shoes,  and  they  are  in  this  manner  killed,  even
in  sight  of  Fort  Union,  from  time  to  time.

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  rear  the  young  of  this  species  ;  and,  although
many  attempts  have  been  made  at  Fort  Union,  and  even  an  old  one  caught
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and  brought  within  an  enclosure  to  keep  the  young  company,  they  became
furious,   and   ran   and   butted   alternately   against   the   picket-wall   or   fence
until   they   were   too   much   bruised   and   exhausted   to   recover.   William
Sublette,   Esq.,   of   St.   Louis.   Missouri,   however,   brought   with   him   to   thai
city   a   female   antelope,   caught   when  quite   young  on   the   prairies   of   the
far  west,  which  grew  to  maturity,  and  was  so  very  gentle,  that  it  would  go
all   over   the   house,   mounting   or   descending   the   stairs,   and   occasionally
going  on   to   the   roof   of   the   building   he   lived   in.   This   female   was   alive
when  we  first  reached  St.  Louis,  but  not  being  aware  of  its  existence,  we
never  saw  it.  It  was  killed  before  we  left  by  a  buck-elk.  belonging  to  the
same  gentleman.

Whilst  on  our  journey  in  the  far  west,  in  1*13.  on  one  occasion,  we  had
the  gratification  of  seeing  an  old  female,  in  a  flock  of  eight  or  ten  antelopes,
suckling  its   young.   The  little   beauty   performed  this   operation  precisely   in
the  manner  of  our  common  lambs,  almost  kneeling  down,  bending  its  head
upwards,  its  rump  elevated,  it  thumped  the  bag  of  its  mother,  from  time
to  time,  and  reminded  us  of  far  distant  seems,  where  peaceful  Socks  feed
and  repose  under  the  safeguard  of  our  race,  and  no  prowling  wolf  orhungry
Indian  defeats  the  hopes  of  the  good  shepherd  who  nightly  folds  his  stock  of
the   Leicester   or   Bakcwell   breed.   Our   wild   antelopes,   however,   as   w  ,
approached  them,   scampered  away  :   and  we  were  delighted  to   see  that
first,  and  in  the  van  of  all,  was  the  young  one  !

On    the   01st   July,   1848,   whilst   in    company   with    our   friend,   Edward
11  irris,  Esq.,  during  one  of  our  hunting  excursions,  we  came  in  si^ht  of  an
antelope  gazing  at  US,  and  determined  to  stop  and  try  if  we  could  bring
him  toward  us   by   the   trick   we  have   already   mentioned,   ofthrowing  OUT
legs  up  in  the  air  and  kicking  them  about,  whilst  lying  on  our  back  in  the
-rass.  We  kicked  away  firsl  one  foot  and  then  the  other,  and  sure  enough,
the  antelope  walked  slowly   toward  us.   apparently   with   great   caution  and
suspicion.  In  about  twenty  minutes  he  had  advanced  towards  us  some  two
or  three  hundred  yards.  He  was  a  superb  male,  and  we  looked  at  him  for
several   minutes   when   about   sixty   yards   off.   We   could   see   his   fine   pro-
trading  eyes  :   and  being  loaded  with  buck-shot,   we  took  aim  and  pulled
trigger.   Oil'   he  went,   as   if   pursued  by  a   whole  Black-fool   Indian  hunting
party.   Friend  Harris   sent   a   ball   at   him.   but   was  as   unsuccessful   as   our-

selves, for  he  only  ran  the  faster  for  several  hundred  yards,  when  he
Stopped  for  a  lew  minutes,  looked  again  at  us.  and  then  went  oil.  without
pausing  as  long  as  he  was  in  sight.   We  have  been  informed  by  Laflbi  r,
a   man  employed   by   the   Company,   that   antelopes   will   escape   with   meat
ease  even  when  they  have  one  limb  broken,  as  they  can  run  fast  enough
upon  three  legs  to  defy  any  pursuit.      Whilst  we  were  encamped  at   the
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