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BOOK  REVIEW

NAME  THAT  ANIMAL,  A  GUIDE  TO  THE  IDEN-

TIFICATION  OF  THE  COMMON  LAND  AND
FRESH-WATER  ANIMALS  OF  THE  UNITED
STATES,  WITH  SPECIAL  REFERENCE  TO  THE
AREA  EAST  OF  THE  RockIEs,  by  Ernest
C.  Driver,  527  pp.,  E.  C.  Driver,  Smith
College,  Northampton,  Mass.,  1942.  Price
$5.00.

To  present,  in  a  single  volume,  an  adequate
guide  to  the  fauna  of  the  United  States,  from
protozoans  to  mammals,  is  an  ambitious  pro-
ject.  It  is  of  course  impossible  to  make  a  com-
plete  coverage  of  all  groups.  A  reasonable
compromise  is  to  confine  the  treatment  of
groups  for  which  abundant  guides  exist,  or
which  require  the  services  of  an  expert  and
abundant  reference  material,  to  a  general
discussion  and  outline  of  classification;  and
to  devote  most  of  the  available  space  to  a
fuller  treatment  of  the  remaining  groups.
This  course  Prof.  Driver  has  followed  with
considerable  success.  The  Protozoa,  Porifera,
Coelenterata,  Bryozoa,  Gastotricha,  and  Ro-
tifera  are  taken  to  genus.  The  flatworms,
roundworms,  and  annelids  are  treated  in  vary-
ing  degress  of  completeness.  The  principal
genera  and  common  species  of  molluscs  are
considered.  Amongst  the  arthropods,  the  in-
sects  are  taken  to  order  only;  the  arachnids
to  genus  in  the  scorpions,  to  family  in  the
spiders,  and  to  order  elsewhere;  the  remaining
classes  key  down  to  genus.  Coming  to  the
vertebrates  we  find  that  the  birds  are  briefly
discussed  and  an  outline  of  the  classification
presented,  but  that  identification  is  not  at-
tempted.  In  the  remaining  classes  keys  to  the
principal  species  are  included.  In  the  case  of
certain  complexes  the  reader  is  referred  to
other  works  for  complete  identification.

The  book  concludes  with  brief  chapters  on
eges  and  on  tracks.

The  keys  appear  to  be  simple  and  reliable.
Like  most  usable  keys  they  are  artificial  to  a
considerable  extent.  As,  however,  they  are
preceded  by  an  outline  of  the  classification  of
the  group  in  question,  the  student  should  have
little  difficulty  in  building  up  a  picture  of  the
relationships.  Some  attention  has  been  given

to  the  danger  of  certain  organisms  being
sought  in  the  wrong  group;  e.g.  the  legless
lizards  are  found  in  the  snake  key  as  well  as
with  the  lizards.

A  fairly  uniform  system  of  illustration  by
line  drawings  has  been  adopted,  diagrams
illustrating  diagnostic  characters  of  the  group
and  then  a  number  of  examples  being  given.
Line  drawings  are  certainly  the  best  means
of  illustrating  such  a  book,  but  a  good  many
of  these  appear  to  have  been  simplified  to  the
point  where  they  have  little  value.  For  ex-
ample,  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  any  read-
er  has  already  as  clear  a  mental  picture  of
a  squirrel  as  that  given  by  the  drawing  of  a
gray  squirrel.  In  some  cases  it  might  have
been  preferable  to  have  devoted  the  same  a-
mount  of  space  to  small  sketches  illustrating
distinguishing  features  of  similar  species.  No
scales  are  given  for  any  illustrations  save
those  of  tracks.  The  lack  of  dimensions  for  the
lower  forms  will  hinder  the  beginner.

The  binding,  paper,  and  printing  are  good,
though  the  occasional  accidental  line  of  bold-
face  type  in  a  few  keys  is  mildly  disturbing
and  irregular  lettering  detracts  from  the  ap-
pearance  of  many  plates.  Waterproof  covers
would  be  an  improvement  in  a  book  designed
for  field  use.

The  lack  of  any  index  and  of  cross-refer-
encing  between  keys  and  illustrations  is  a  hin-
drance  to  anyone  wishing  to  find  the  proper
name  of  any  animal  known  by  common  name
only.  Furthermore,  the  beginner  would  feel
more  certain  of  his  ground  if,  after  keying
down  to  species,  he  found  a  brief  description
of  the  animal.  However,  the  extra  space  in-
volved  would  probably  have  required  divis-
ion  of  the  work  into  two  volumes,  and  the
author  makes  it  plain  that  the  user  is  expect-
ed  to  refer  to  one  or  more  of  the  cited  works
for  final  confirmation.  For  a  single  volume
the  scheme  adopted  is  probably  all  that  could
be asked.

This  book  should  prove  of  considerable  value
to  biology  teachers  in  schools  and  _  small
colleges,  to  private  naturalists,  and  to  all
those  with  limited  reference  facilities.

—  D.  B.  O.  SAVILE



Savile, D. B. O. 1944. "Name That Animal, a Guide to the Identification of the
Common Land and Fresh-water Animals of the United States, with Special
Reference to the Area East of the Rockies, by Ernest C. Driver [Review]." The
Canadian field-naturalist 58(2), 70–70. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.340711.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/89104
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.340711
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/340711

Holding Institution 
Harvard University, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Ernst Mayr Library

Sponsored by 
Harvard University, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Ernst Mayr Library

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: Ottawa Field-Naturalists' Club
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 31 January 2024 at 08:08 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.340711
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/89104
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.340711
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/340711
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

