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The potential  for  nesting Peregrine Falcons,  Falco
peregrinus,  on  the  Kuskokwim  River,  Alaska,  has
been discussed with optimism (Cade 1960; Fyfe et al.
1976). Apart from the reports of Hinkley (1900), who
noted  them  as  common,  however,  there  are  few
records  for  peregrines  for  this  drainage  (Dice  1920;
Cady et al. 1955). More recently, peregrines have been
observed  near  McGrath  (J.  McGowan,  personal
communication) and they are known to occur along
tributaries  of  the  lower  Kuskokwim  (C.  White,
personal communication).

Between  23  July  and  3  August  1976,  we  traveled
along  the  Kuskokwim  River,  from  McGrath  to
Aniak,  a  distance  of  approximately  460  river  km.
Thirty-four series of cliffs were mapped and examined
for raptor use. Peregrine Falcons, two lone adults and
a pair with one recently fledged young, were observed
at three of these cliffs, where none had previously been
recorded.  Besides  peregrines,  Red-tailed  Hawks,
Buteo jamaicensis, and nesting Rough-legged Hawks,
Buteo  lagopus,  were  observed  and  noted  to  be
common near these cliffs.

It is unlikely that the central Kuskokwim River ever
supported  a  large  population  of  Peregrine  Falcons.
Data  from  our  survey  (the  time  of  which  reduced
Opportunities  to  observe  all  peregrines,  including
those  whose  nesting  attempts  had  already  failed),
however, suggests the potential for at least a few pairs
between  the  Swift  Fork  and  Aniak  (approximately
250 river  km).  Along this  portion of  the Kuskokwim,

cliff  habitat  is  similar  to peregrine habitat  along the
upper  Yukon  River  near  Circle,  Alaska.  Cliffs  are
noticeably limited in size and number on the rest of the
river  surveyed  and  probably  would  support  only  an
occasional pair.
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