
ARTICLE  X.—Description  of  a  new  Subspecies  of  the  Genus  Sig-

modon  from  Southern  Florida.  By  FRANK  M.  CHAPMAN.

Sigmodon  hispidus  littoralis,  subsp.  nov.

Type,  No.  =,  @  ad.,  Collection  Am.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.  Col-
lected  by  Frank  M.  Chapman  on  the  East  Peninsula,  opposite
Micco,  Brevard  County,  Florida.

Description  of  Type—Similar  to  Sigmodon  hispidus  Say  &  Ord,
but  much  darker,  the  pelage  being  finely  mixed  with  gray  or  pale
brownish  gray,  instead  of  heavily  lined  with  yellowish  brown,  the
underparts  dusky  brownish  gray,  not  yellowish  white,  the  tail  less
distinctly  bicolor.

Measurements.—From  the  fresh  specimen:  length,  274  mm.;
tail,  ro5  mm.  From  the  skin:  hind  foot,  31  mm.;  ear,  from

crown,  12  mm.
Habitat.—Probably  confined  to  the  coasts  of  Southern  Florida.

Remarks.—This  new  form  differs  so  widely  from  North  Caro-
lina  specimens  of  Sigmodon  hispidus  as  to  suggest  specific  dis-
tinctness  ;  specimens  from  Gainesville,  Florida,  however,  while
clearly  referable  to  the  more  northern  form,  show  an  approach  to
littoralis,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  two  forms  will  be  found  to
completely  intergrade.

Say  and  Ord’s  type  of  Sigmodon  hispidus,  taken  on  the  St.  Johns
River,  Florida,  both  from  the  locality  and  description,  belongs  to
the  northern  form  to  which  the  name  /7sfidus  should  be  restricted.

No.  1460,  an  example  of  Z¢/oralis  from  Pine  Island,  in  Char-
lotte  Harbor,  shows  an  even  greater  differentiation  than  the  East
Peninsula  specimens,  in  the  grayish  lining  of  the  upper  parts  and
almost  entire  absence  of  brown.

[ June,



Chapman, Frank M. 1889. "Description of a new subspecies of the genus
Sigmodon from Southern Florida." Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural
History 2(10), 118–118. 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/86438
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/354694

Holding Institution 
University of Toronto - Gerstein Science Information Centre

Sponsored by 
University of Toronto

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: Not provided. Contact Holding Institution to verify copyright status.

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 20 August 2023 at 05:12 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/86438
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/354694
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

