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Abstract

A new family is described to accommodate the genus Ticodendron. The unusual characters of this monotypic
genus, with only T. incognitum, have been discussed by us elsewhere (Gomez-Laurito & Gomez P., 1989), analyzed
by several experts in their special fields, and reported elsewhere in this issue of the Annals.

tus.

The discovery and description of new families thum tubus inclusum, bicarpellatum, quadriloculare utro-
^f  fl^  ■  1  ^  .  *u  Jo  o.  ^^Kr  nueloculo  1;  placentatioaxillis;ovulahemitropa,  apicallis,ot  Howenne  plants  is  uncommon  these  days  only  ^uciucuiu  x,^  ,  ^  ^  ir  /  j,„.  1^  f  1  o^o  '  ,  I.  n  \  pendula,  crassmucellata,  umtegumcntata.  Fructus  dru-
about 16 of a total 372 recognized by Cronqmst ^^^^us monosoermus. Embryo oleosus, cotyledonibus rec-
(1981)  were  described  since  1950.  Many  of  the
most  recent  new  families,  e.g.,  Alzateaceae  (Gra-  i  i  j-  -
K.r„  ^aQ4\  ^n  •  m  ^  iQ7ft^  ar^  Dioecious  or  less  commonly  polygamodioeciousnam,  1984)  and  Cecropiaceae  (Berg,  19/o),  are  r  \-  i  j  ♦t,  .  r  1  1  *-^-  n*u  trees.  Twies  terete  with  the  scar  of  stipules  evident,taxonomic  seereeates  of  lone-known  entities.  0th-  "^''='*  .  .  .  ,.  .  .  j
prcc  u  c  f  1-  /Af^  •  jp  p-  107«^  Stipules  subulate,  encirclmg  the  stem,  caducous,ers  such  as  Saccifoliaceae(Maemre&  Fires,  1978)  ^"1"  '  ^  u  »^  w.^oc,  .  ,,  r  1  T  J  •  Petioles  erooved  above.  Leaves  alternate,  bladesand  the  most  recent  new  family,  Lacandomaceae  ^"-^^'^  &  .  ,  .  ^^^,,,^
^M.nf'  x»  D  inon^  1,  ^^^r..f  eUiptic-ovate,  subconaceous,  the  margins  serrate(Martmez  &  Ramos,  1989)  were  known  almost  r  -.u  o  i  o  ^^^^^ot-^  ..^mcf  .....  ,  ,  1  *  u  on  the  upper  part,  with  8-13  secondary  vems.from  the  begmnme  to  be  very  close  to  long-estab-  ""  ^»'^  FF  t"  ,  r  .  u,„  oirv^r.!^  nr1-.  ,  f  -i-  /i-  •  jT^-  -J  .o  Mae  inflorescence  1.5-4  cm  long,  simple  oriished  famJies  (Gentianaceae  and  Triundaceae,  re-  |  ^  .  ,  ,  cr^lU^^rv  fpmalp<*np.f  1  \c  ur  r  T^  •  tl,a.^.^  branched,  sometimes  crowned  by  a  solitary  lemale
pectiveljO.  Such  familiae  novae  as  Tepuianthaceae  ^^^^^  ^  ^  2-4  verticels
Maguire  &  Steyermark,  1  981  )  and  the  new  famdy  ^^^  .^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  2-3

tecnbed  below  for  r.codendronare  rarer  beas«,  "  ^J^^^^^^  2  _„^  ,^„g^  ^^^i„,„_
ra^^'d'  f."T''  "'"  "  ''  r'  7  T  "  f  ;  attached  by  the  base,  the  comiective  .nth  an  apic
tailed  studies  by  numerous  speciahsts  lookmg  at  a  Jijage,  longitudinally  dehiscent.  PoUen
vanety  of  characters  from  wood  anatomy  to  poUen  Ji^  ^^^^^  ^^^,^^^^  ^^^^j^  ^^boblate.  Fe-
u  trastructure.  Results  of  these  studies  of  Ticoden-  F^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  p^^.^^!^^  surrounded  by  3

early -deciduous bracts. Ovary inferior, bicarpel-
late, included in the perianth tube, 4-Iocular with
1 ovule in each locule; ovules hemitropous on axUe

ported
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Ticodendraceae G6mez-Laurito & G6mez P. fam. , ^^^^^ ^ -^^l^ pendiJous, crassinuceUate, uniteg-
nov. Magnoliophytarum. TYPUS: Ticodendron |^.^ ^^J.^ drupelike, 1 -seeded. Embryo oily with
Gomez-Laurito & Gomez P.

Arbor dioicus vel rare polygamodioicus. RamuHs tere-
t»s, cicatricibus teretis stipulorum delapsorum notatis. Sti-
pulae subulatae. circundatae, caducae. Petiolis supra sul-
<;atis. Foliae ahernae; lamina elliptico-ovata, subcoriacea,
"^argine in parte superiore serrata, nervis secundaris 8-
i 3 paribus. Inflorescentia mascula 1 .5-4 cm longa, simple
^er ramificata, aliquando flos feminea coronata. Stamina
numerosa, 2-4 verticillata disposita; bracteae 3 mox de-
ciduae; filamenta 2-3 mm longa; antherae oblongae, 2

straight cotyledons.
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