
A NEW SPECIES OF ILEX

(AQUIFOLIACEAE) FROM
CENTRAL AMERICA

While preparing a treatment of the Aquifo-
liaceae for Flora de Nicaragua, several spec-
imens not referable to any described species
of Hex were encountered. The specimens were
obviously related to the widespread Ilex gui-

nsis (Aublet) 0. Kuntze but differed in
ral key characters of leaf venation and
morphology. Further study of the ma-

terial available in European and American
herbaria proved these to represent a new

es, described below.

Ilex tectonica Hahn, sp. nov. TYPE: Belize.
Toledo, Columbia Forest Reserve, vicin-
ity of forest camp, ca. 6 miles due south
of Cabro, in upper Rio Grande drainage
area, ca. 1,000 ft., high forest, tree, 45
m tall, dbh 70 cm, 5-9 May 1976, G.
R. Proctor 36093 (holotype, MO; iso-
type, BM). Figure 1.

Ex affinit; s et /.

2-3 orders, clustered on reduced stems while
in flower, later expanding when in fruit, the
main rachis and rachillae winged or flattened,
the primary rachis 8-13 mm long, the sec-
ndary

-3 mm long; br;

s chartaceis, marginibus

rachillae
paired, 1-1 .5 mm long, sometimes deciduous;
bracteoles similar but smaller. Flowers (4-)
5-merous, regular, actinomorphic, unisexual;
staminate flowers with sepals acute, 1 mm
long, sometimes irregular at the apex; petals
broadly elliptic, obtuse -rounded at the apex,
thinner along the margin, basally united with
the filaments, 2-2.5 mm long, 1.5 mm wide;
stamens antisepalous; filaments 2-3 mm long;
anthers 1 mm long; pistillodium conical, 1
mm long; carpellate flowers not seen. Fruit
ovoid, 5-6 mm long, 4 mm diam.; pericarp
thin, red at maturity; stigma persistent and
conspicuous in profile, conical; mesocarp
fleshy but scant; pyrenes crescent-shaped, tri-
angular in cross section; endocarp ligneous,
striated abaxially.

15 r laxh
branched; trunk reportedly buttressed; bark

brownish gray on mature stems, with
oval lenticels 1 mm long, the new stems drying
black or dark brown with white spots; stipules

long, 1 mm wide, subtending
not. Leaves elliptic, char-

ceous, the apex shortly caudate, the base
ute, slenderly attenuate, 7-10 cm long,

3.5-4.5 cm wide, the margin usually entire,
nutely spinulose toward the apex,
venation elevated abaxially,

ulate, the veins yellow and obvious; petiole
ickened, adaxially channeled, 4-8 mm long,
florescence of axillary dichasia branched to

F La Florid
km by Agua Zarca, Hazlett 3105 (F, MO). NICARAGUA.
( hum \i,i>: t km al NW de Santo Domingo, Aranda et
al. 83 (MO). MATAGALPA: near Pefias Blancas, Molina
s.n. (F). zelaya: Kurinwasito, 50 km SE de Rio Blanco,
Sandino 4845 (MO); ca. 5 km al S de Waslala, Grijalva
& Moreno 1205 (MO).

Common names. San Juan macho, sibuc
che, powder stick (Belize), camibar, areno
(Nicaragua), San Juan campano, San Juan
arenillo (Honduras).

Typically found in tall moist forests, /. tec-
tonica is sometimes found with pines in drier
mixed forests. Throughout its known range,
the species flowers in the dry season of April
and May and fruits through July. According
. Missouri Bot. Gard. 75: 733-735. 1988.



to label information {Molina s.n. and lluzictt
3105), it is utilized for timber. In recognition
of this, the specific epithet, derived from the
Greek tektonikos (used for construction), is
applied.

Components of the Ilex guianensis species
complex are found throughout the Caribbean

and present some of the most difficult 1
nomic problems among neotropical members
of the genus. The widespread distribution and
relatively homogeneous morphology typical of
many coastal strand and scrub species hold
true for individuals of this complex grow
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