
A   NEW   SPECIES   OF   RUELLIA

(ACANTHACEAE)   FROM
WESTERN   MEXICO
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The  primary  centers  of  diversity  of  the  genus
n.  huh  M . 1 1 . i \  a .  Ibazil,  Africa,  Mexico,  and  Cen-

tral America  (Long,  1970).  In  Mexico  there  are
about  10  species  of  Ruellia,  many  of  which  occur
locally,  which  suggests  evolu I
(Ramamoorthy  &  Lorence,  1987).  The  variation
in  shape,  size,  and  color  of  the  corolla  is  very
pronounced,  imii    aln    ■  -Iron:.',  adapti-.  e  i  ,ni  ;i t it »i ;  lo
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gaei,   R.   coulteri,   R.  palmeri,   R.  pulcherrima,
R.jaliscana,  and  the  new  species  described  in   .
The  bats  pollinating  some  of  these  are  /  cph>n\t
lens   intuits  and     tnoiira  geuffreyi,   both  of  the
subfamily  Glossophaginae.

Ruellia  sarukhaniana  Ramamoorthy,  sp.  nov.
TYPE:  Mexico.  Michoacan:  Coalcoman,  S  of
Naranjillo,  1,200  m,  in  woods,  24  Nov.  1938,
G.    Hinton    et   al.    12659   (holotype,    GH).

spersed  with  glandular  hairs.  Leaves  subtending
lorescences  reduced,  bractlike,  to  8  cm  long,  to
35  cm  wide,  oblanceolate.  Bracts  to  4.2  cm  long,
rrowly  oblanceolate,  tomentose  with  white  hairs;
icteoles  linear  to  subulate,  glandular  hairy.  Ped-
■\  to  2  cm  long,  tomentose  glandular  hairy.  Calyx
I  cm  long,  deeply  subequally  5-lobed  with  2  lobes
iger  than  the  rest,  the  lobes  to  2.2  cm  long,  0.3
l  wide,  linear,  villous  with  glandular  hairs.  Corolla
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Ovary  6  mm  high,  glabrous,  the  nectariferous  disc
surrounding  ovary  2  mm  high,  fleshy,  the  style  5.7
cm  long,  the  stigma  of  2  flat  lobes.  Seeds  not  known

The  species  is  named  after  Dr.  Jose  Sarukhan
Kermez,  formerly  Director  of  the  Institute  i<  Uio
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i  Miml.li  \o  R.jaliscana
t  shares  the  glandular  hairy,  linear-
ilyx  lobes  and  its  corolla  form  and
lorescence.  The  new  species  dillers
)adly  ovate  leaved   R.  jaliscana  by

re  allopatric:  Riwllia  jaliscana  is  re-

:  parts  of  the  Sierra  Madre  del  Sur.
ities  and  affinities  suggest  a  possible
in  for  the  two  species,  with    ilin  •   h

i  (US)  and  T.  Daniel

1 5-22  cm  long,  2-3.8  c

current  onto  the  1 -cm-long  petiole,  sinuate
tate  along  margin,  chartaceous,  venation
pairs)  actinodromus,  pilose  above  with  sho:
tieelleil.  white  hairs,  pubescent  along  nerve;

I  thank  Drs.  D.
(CAS)  for  cornrr.cn
typescript,  and  Fernando  Chiang  (MEXU)  f
Latin  diagnosis.
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Ruellia  sarukhaniana.  Photograph  of  holotype.
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