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D. B. O. Savile, honorary member of the Ottawa
Field-Naturalist’s Club, died in Ottawa on 1 August,
2000.  He  is  survived by  his  wife  of  61  years  Con-
stance (Cole), a daughter Elizabeth, a son Harold,
and their families.

Doug  was  an  extraordinary  individual  with  an
unusually broad range of interests. He was a botanist,
mycologist, plant pathologist, ornithologist, and all-
round naturalist. Born in Dublin, Ireland on 19 July
1909,  his  early  childhood  was  spent  in  western
Kenya.  At  the  age  of  about  six  he  was  sent  to
England  for  schooling,  which  was  completed  at
Weymouth College. He moved to Canada in 1928 to
take a course in agriculture and in 1933 received a
B.Sc.  in  Agriculture  from  Macdonald  College,
Quebec. It was at Macdonald College that Doug’s
interests in biology began to emerge. He went on to
finish a M. Sc. from McGill University (1934) and a
Ph.D. from the University of Michigan (1939) where
he  studied  under  the  mycologist  Professor  E.  B.
Mains. He joined the research division of the Canada
Department of Agriculture in 1932 as a student assis-
tant  on the Fireblight  (a  bacterial  disease of  fruit
trees) project at Abbotsford, Quebec. From 1941 to
1945 Doug served in the Aero-Engineering Branch of
the Royal Canadian Air Force, where he refined his
interests in optics, especially pertaining to binoculars
and microscopes. His career was spent in the Plant
Research Institute (PRI), latterly reorganized as the
Biosystematics Research Institute, Canadian Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Ottawa. At the time of retire-
ment he had achieved the highest scientific ranking,
that of Principal Research Scientist. He was assistant
curator  of  the  National  Mycological  Herbarium
(known  internationally  by  its  acronym  DAOM
[Department of Agriculture Ottawa Mycology]) from
1943  to  1953,  and  curator  from  1954  to  1967.
Although  Doug  officially  retired  in  July  1974,  he
hardly  broke  stride.  Appointed  as  an  Honorary
Research Associate, he was at his desk almost daily
for  years  afterward,  solving  research  problems,
responding  to  queries  and  writing  manuscripts.
During this productive time he published more than
50 papers.

Doug’s botanical contributions were often inte-
grated into his mycological research and can be all

too easily overlooked. There are, however, several
clearly  botanical  studies  of  note.  Jim  Calder,  a
botanist in PRI, and Doug began a systematic cover-
age  of  the  flora  of  British  Columbia  in  1953.  The
1957 Calder, Savile and Roy Taylor collecting trip to
the Queen Charlotte Islands led to the Calder and
Taylor  book  The  flora  of  the  Queen  Charlotte
Islands. Doug and Jim Calder published three papers
on the taxonomy of the Saxifragaceae, they cooper-
ated on a note on the flora of Chesterfield Inlet, and
another on the phylogeny of Carex in the light of
parasitism  by  the  smut  fungi.  Doug  published
detailed  descriptions  of  the  splash-cup  dispersal
mechanisms in Chrysosplenium and Mitella and was
interested in the convergent evolution of splash-cup
dispersal mechanisms in both plants and fungi. His
northern field trips resulted in papers titled: Addi-
tional  plant  records  from  Spence  Bay,  Boothia
Isthmus; The botany of Somerset Island, District of
Franklin;  The  botany  of  the  northwestern  Queen
Elizabeth  Islands;  General  ecology  and  vascular
plants of the Hazen Camp area; and, Microclimate
and plant growth at Isachsen and Mould Bay. And
his 1972 book Arctic adaptations in plants brought
together his careful observations from the field trips
to  the  Canadian  arctic  in  1950,  1958,  1959,  1960,
and 1962. It has been termed a classic in arctic biolo-
gy. Other field trips took Doug to Newfoundland,
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Quebec,  Ontario,
Manitoba, Alberta, and British Columbia.

In 1962 Doug published a handbook intended for
amateur and professional botanists (including mycol-
ogists) titled Collection and Care of Botanical Speci-
mens. Doug’s thoroughness and attention to detail
made this booklet an extremely useful aid for collec-
tors, as well as curators. In its time the publication
was one of the few places where consolidated infor-
mation could be found on all aspects of the collec-
tion and care of botanical specimens. This little book
proved so useful and popular that it  was revised,
translated into French and re-published eleven years
later.

Mycologically,  Doug  worked  primarily  with  the
groups of parasitic fungi known as rusts and smuts.
His research covered taxonomy, ecology, phylogeny,
co-evolution of host plants and their parasites, use of
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collecting trip to Gatineau Park, Quebec, on 12 August 1943.

parasites to decipher host plant relationships, biogeo-
graphic  history  of  Canadian  plants,  and  he  was
involved in developing the use of rust relationships
as a guide to taxonomic relationships and compara-
tive chronology of the various groups of grasses.
From  1943  through  1953  Doug  co-authored  with
I.  L.  Conners  the  annual  reports  of  the  Canadian
Plant Disease Survey.

Doug Savile was a consummate naturalist writ-
ing papers on many subjects, such as meteorologi-
cal phenomena, flight capabilities of Archeopteryx,
flight mechanisms of swifts and hummingbirds, and
the  function  and  convergence  of  biogeography.
Doug was an avid bird-watcher and student of bird
biology. He published several papers on the occur-
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rence  and  behavior  of  birds  in  various  parts  of
Canada.

In  1980  The  Ottawa  Field-Naturalists’  Club
awarded him an honorary membership, but Doug’s
numerous and significant research contributions to
botany and mycology both at the Canadian and inter-
national level have also been acknowledged by other
scientific and academic organizations . He was elect-
ed a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (1966);
awarded the prestigious George Lawson Medal by
the Canadian Botanical Association (1976); received
an honorary Doctor of Science degree from McGill
University  (1978);  and  elected  a  Distinguished
Mycologist by The Mycological Society of America
(1988).
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