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Lagenophrys   discoidea   Kellicott,   1887.
(Figs.  1-4)

The   lorica   is   hemispherical   and   flattened,   being   nearly   circular   in   dorsal   view
(figs.  1, 3).  The  opening  of  the  lorica  (loricastome)  is  situated  at  one  end  of  it  (fig.  3).  The
Ups  of  the  loricastome  are  smooth  and  without  proyections  or  indentations  and  oriented
parallel  to  the  transverse  axis  of  the  body  (fig.  1).  Ciliary  crown  protrudes  through  the
loricastome.  In  the  middle  of  the  body,  the  macronucleus  is  C-shaped  and  is  oriented  on
the  long  axis  of  the  body  (fig.  2).  The  Single  contractile  vesicle  is  in  the  first  third  of  the
body.
Biological   aspects.   Contrary   to   STILLER   (1960)   record   who   found   L.   discoidea   in
waters   with   high   concentrations   of   oxygen,   our   specimens   were   found   on   probes   of
lagoon   Sediments   with   elevated   concentrations   of   SH2  .   This   condition   agree   with
CLAMP   (1990)   opinion   that   cyprid   ostracods   from   marshes   and   swamps   are   the   most
common  hosts  of  this  species.

KEISER   (1921)   suggested   that   epizoics   are   associated   with   swimming   ostracods
forms   rather   than   bottom   ones.   In   accordance   with   this   opinion,   C.   similis   can   be
included   into   the   former   group   because   is   a   active   s  wimmer   (KAESTNER,   1970)
collected  always  in  the  water  upon  Sediments  and  no  burrowing  in  the  mud.

KEISER  (1921)   pointed  out   that   L.   discoidea  was  found  on  the  lateral   surface  of
the   ostracod  carapace  and  never   on  its   margins.   We  found  both  lateral   and  marginal
locations  in  our  material  (fig.  4).  Almost  all   of  them  showed  the  same  orientation  with
their  loricastomes  pointed  to  the  posterior  margin  of  the  host.  This  distribution  pattern
was   also   observed   by   WALKER   &   ROBERTS   (1982)   and   CLAMP   (1987).   They
pointed  out  that  Lagenophrys  species  intentionally  choose  host  areas  swept  by  currents
of  high  velocity.

The   number   of   epizoics   attached  to   the   host   carapace   is   variable.   WALLENGREN
(1900)   observed   15-20   specimens   on   a   Single   individual.   In   our   samples   most   of   the
adult   host   (males   and   females)   showed   an   elevated   number   of   peritrichs   (x   =   75
specimens/host).  Density  varied  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  valves.  In  C.  similis  the  left
valve  is  larger  than  the  right  one.  On  the  former  we  found  46  peritrichs  and  on  the  latter
32  as  maximum  values.

This   assumption  is   also  valid   for   the  ostracod  larval   stages.   The  epizoics   appear
after  the  third  process  of  molting  and  never  before.  This  fact  can  be  attributed  to  the  short
period   between   molts   in   the   three   first   larval   stages   and   to   the   small   size   of   their
carapace.  We  often  found  1-4  epizoics/host  in  several  ostracods  between  the  4th  and  8th
larval  stage.  All  of  them  had  epizoics  restricted  only  to  the  lateral  surface  of  one  or  both
valves.

We   must   point   out   we   have   frequently   observed   some   degenerate   individuais
(residual  organism)  (CLAMP,  1991)  on  free  valves  of  a  recent  molt.  They  survives  for  a
few  hours  with  decreasing  vitality.

Besides,   we  examined  other   crustaceans   present   in   the   same  samples   (cyclopoid
and  harpacticoid  copepods  and  cladocerans)  and  none  of  them  showed  L.  discoidea.  This
fact  emphasizes  that  this  species  is  restricted  to  ostracods.
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Figs.  1-4.  Lagenophrys  discoidea:  1-3.  general  view  (scale  bar  =  lOum);  2.  macronucleus  (scale  bar  =  10  um):
4.  epizoics  localization  on  the  host  (scale  bar  =  100  um).
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Pedro   Canísio   Braun
(19.11.1938-   19.11.1992)

PEDRO   CANISIO   BRAUN   nasceu   em   Cruz   Alta,   RS,   no   dia   dezenove   de
novembro  de  1938,  onde  permaneceu  em  sua  infância  e  grande  parte  da  adolescência.
Vindo   para   Porto   Alegre,   concluiu   seu   curso   secundário   no   Colégio   Estadual   Júlio   de
Castilhos   e,   em  1960,   ingressou   na   Faculdade   de   Filosofia,   Ciências   e   Letras,   Pontifícia
Universidade   Católica   do   Rio   Grande   do   Sul,   onde   obteve   os   títulos   de   Bacharel   e
Licenciado  em  História  Natural,   no  ano  de  1963.

Iniciou  sua  carreira  científica  em  1965,  quando  estagiou  no  Setor  de  Herpetologia
do  então  Museu  Rio-Grandense  de  Ciências  Naturais,  sob  a  orientação  do  Prof.  Dr.  Thaies
de  Lema,  onde  despertou  seu  interesse  pelo  estudo  dos  anfíbios.

Foi   bolsista   do   Conselho   Nacional   de   Desenvolvimento   Científico   e   Tecnológico
-   CNPq   (1972-1983)   e   ingressou   como   Técnico   Superior   Pesquisador,   em   1975,   no
Museu  de  Ciências   Naturais,   Fundação  Zoobotânica  do  Rio   Grande  do  Sul,   atuando  no
Núcleo  de  Vertebrados,   sempre  dedicado  ao  estudo  da  fauna  anfibiológica  do  RS.

Participou  constantemente  de  viagens  científicas  de  observação  e  coleta  de  material
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