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1919-1995:
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Jenaro  Maldonado  Capriles  (Fig.  1),  76,
died  on  22  November  1995,  in  San  Anto-
nio,  Texas.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife.  Car-
men;  their  children,  Ricardo  and  Maria  Te-
resa;  a  grandaughter,  Jacqueline  Marisa;
and  by  many  friends  and  colleagues.

Jenaro,  as  most  of  his  colleagues  called
him,  was  bom  in  Yauco,  Puerto  Rico,  on  17
January  1919,  where  he  attended  primary
and  secondary  school.  In  1939,  Maldonado
finished  his  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Agricul-
tural  Sciences  at  the  "Colegio  de  Agricul-
tura  y  Artes  Mecanicas"  (CAAM,  now
known  as  the  Recinto  Universitario  de  Ma-
yagiiez,  RUM,  of  the  University  of  Puerto
Rico).  He  completed  a  Master's  in  Sanitary
Sciences  at  the  "Escuela  de  Medicina"
(School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  now  part  of
the  Escuela  de  Medicina,"  UPR)  in  1942.
He  related  to  one  of  us  (JSB)  that  he  be-
came  interested  in  medical  entomology  so
he  could  work  on  something  that  would  re-
ally  make  a  difference  in  people's  health.
He  served  as  an  Entomologist  for  the  Bu-
reau  of  Malaria  Control  of  the  "Departa-
mento  Estatal  de  Salubridad"  (State  Health
Department)  from  1941  to  1948,  as  part  of
efforts  to  eradicate  malaria  in  Puerto  Rico.
Those  years  yielded  his  first  publication:
"The  fleas  of  Puerto  Rico"  (1945).  In  1948,
he  joined  the  faculty  of  CAAM  as  an  As-
sistant  Professor  Maldonado  received  his
doctorate  from  Ohio  State  University,  Co-
lumbus,  in  1956.  His  dissertation  was  en-
titled  "A  study  of  some  Neotropical  leaf-
hoppers  (Homoptera:  Cicadellidae:  Idioce-
rinae)";  Carl  E.  Vemard  was  his  Major  Pro-
fessor.  He  viewed  his  years  at  OSU  as
interesting  and  enjoyable  but  all  too  short.

Dr.  Maldonado  served  as  Chairperson  of
the  Biology  Department  (CAAM)  from
1960-1966  and  as  a  faculty  member  of  the
Ponce  School  of  Medicine  from  1977-
1982,  where  he  was  Chairman  of  the  De-
partment  of  Anatomy.  He  held  numerous
additional  positions,  including  academic,
administrative,  community,  and  others,  in
Puerto  Rico  and  worldwide.

Maldonado  was  also  an  avid  field  ento-
mologist,  frequently  going  on  collecting  ex-
peditions  to  southeast  Asia,  the  Caribbean,
North  Africa,  and  South  Africa,  among  oth-
ers.  He  was  enthusiastic  in  initiating  new
and  biologically  interesting  research,  partic-
ularly  in  the  Hemiptera.  His  taxonomic
work  mainly  involved  the  hemipteran  fam-
ilies  Cicadellidae  (Auchenorrhyncha),  Mi-
ridae  (Heteroptera),  and  Reduviidae  (Het-
eroptera).  Like  most  systematists,  he  had  a
few  major  projects  and  many  side  investi-
gations  going  on  simultaneously,  always
pursuing  his  science  with  excitement  and
enthusiasm,  just  as  traditional  country  Puer-
to  Rican  children  might  open  their  presents
on  Three  Kings  Day.  Even  at  an  advanced
age,  he  eagerly  talked  about  learning  and
applying  new  technologies  to  his  research,
including  scanning  electron  microscopy,
which  he  incorporated  into  some  of  his  later
publications.  His  704-page  "Systematic
Catalogue  of  the  Reduviidae  of  the  World"
(1990),  undoubtedly,  is  his  major  contri-
bution  to  entomology.  Another  important
work  is  his  Miridae  of  Puerto  Rico,  pub-
lished  in  1969  (and  supplemented  by  addi-
tions  and  corrections  in  1991).

Maldonado  's  reputation  as  a  concerned
pedagogue  and  strict  teacher  always  fol-
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Fig. 1.  Dr. Jenaro Maldonado Capriles at the Department of Entomology, National Museum of Natural
History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., 1981.
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Fig. 2. Dr. Jenaro Maldonado Capriles (right) with
Dr. Jose Ramos at a meeting of the Sociedad Ento-
mologica de Puerto Rico, circa 1980.

lowed  him.  He  rewarded  students  for  hard
and  careful  work  and  had  a  profound  dislike
for  those  who  were  disinterested.  He  held
similar  views  about  local  politicians  and
physicians.  Along  with  his  wife  Carmen,  he
was  in  charge  of  the  Honor's  Program  at
CAAM  for  several  years.  From  the  late
1950s,  his  efforts  to  further  Puerto  Rican
education  emphasized  nursing,  medical
technology,  numerous  biology  courses,  and
university  libraries,  mostly  at  CAAM.

Professor  Maldonado  was  open  and  en-
thusiastic,  and  was  still  vigorously  pursuing
his  entomological  research  until  the  time  of
his  death.  Along  with  recently  deceased
Professor  Jose  Ramos  (Fig.  2),  Maldona-
do's  death  constitutes  a  major  loss  to  En-
tomology  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the  world.

Maldonado's  private  insect  collection  of
approximately  300  Schmidt  boxes,  involv-
ing  more  than  18,000  specimens,  and  most
of  his  primary  types  are  now  housed  in  the
National  Museum  of  Natural  History
Smithsonian  Institution  (Washington,  D.C.).

For  a  limited  time,  reprints  of  Maldona-
do's  more  recent  papers,  except  the  Cata-
logue,  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  Dr.
Carmen  Acosta  Maldonado  (Calle  6-1-1,
Urbanizacion  Aponte,  Cayey,  PR  00736).
His  catalogue  can  be  purchased  from  the
Caribbean  Journal  of  Science,  Special  Pub-

lications,  Recinto  Universitario  de  Maya-
giiez,  Mayaguez,  PR  00680,  at  a  cost  of
$US  15.00,  plus  shipping  and  handling.
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Patronyms  Named  in  Honor  of  Jenaro
Maldonado-Capriles

Alienates  maldonadoi  Wygodzinsky  and
Schmidt.  1991.  Bull.  Am.  Mus.  Nat.
Hist.  200:  228.  [Heteroptera:  Enicoce-
phalidae].  Distribution:  Jamaica.

Ambrysus  maldonadus  [sic]  La  Rivers.
1954.  Entomol.  News  65:  197.  [Heter-
optera:  Naucoridae].  Distribution:  Vene-
zuela.

Antias  maldonadoi  Carvalho.  1982.  Rev.
Brasil.  Biol.  42(3):  331.  [Heteroptera:
Miridae].  Distribution:  Dominican  Re-
public.

Arenasella  maldonadoi  Caldwell.  1951.  J.
Agric.  Univ.  Puerto  Rico  34:  224.
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[Auchenorrhyncha:  Flatidae].  Distribu-
tion;  Puerto  Rico.  [The  original  spelling,
A.  maldonadi,  is  incorrect  and  is  here
emended  (second  "o"  of  patronym  add-
ed).].

Balocha  maldonadoi  Kameswara  Rao  and
Ramakrishnan.  1979.  J.  Bombay  Nat.
Hist.  Soc.  76:  [Auchenorrhyncha:  Cica-
dellidae].  Distribution:  India.  [The  orig-
inal  spelling  B.  maldonadoi  is  incorrect
is  here  emended  (second  "a"  of  patron-
ym  changed  to  "o")].

Coronigoniella  maldonadoi  Young.  1977.
Tech.  Bull.  239,  North  Carolina  Agric.
Exp.  Stn.  (Raleigh),  p.  1020.  [Auchen-
orrhyncha:  Cicadellidae].  Distribution:
Venezuela.

Deltocoelidia  maldonadoi  Kramer  1961.
Proc.  Biol.  Soc.  Wash.  74:  238.  [Auche-
norrhyncha:  Cicadellidae].  Distribution:
Venezuela.

Diphleps  maldonadoi  Henry.  1977.  Florida
Entomol.  60:  206.  [Heteroptera:  Miri-
dae].  Distribution:  Puerto  Rico.

Ectomocoris  maldonadoi  Cai  and  Lu.  1991.
Entomotaxonomia  13:  243.  [Heteroptera:
Reduviidae].  Distribution:  China.

Guanabarea  maldonadoi  Carvalho.  1984.
Rev.  Brasil.  Biol.  44(3):  320.  [Heterop-
tera:  Miridae].  Distribution:  Puerto  Rico.

Hadria  maldonadoi  Young.  1977.  Tech.
Bull.  239,  North  Carolina  Agric.  Exp.
Stn.  (Raleigh),  p.  974.  [Auchenorrhyn-
cha:  Cicadellidae].  Distribution:  Domin-
ican  Republic.

Hermaeophaga  maldonadoi  Blake.  1965.
Proc.  Entomol.  Soc.  Wash.  67:  109.  [Co-
leoptera:  Chrysomelidae].  Distribution:
St.  Thomas.

Hexatoma  maldonadoi  Alexander.  1952.  J.
New  York  Entomol.  Soc.  60:  245.  [Dip-
tera:  Tipulidae].  Distribution:  Venezuela.

Idioscopus  capriliana  Viraktamath  and
Murphy.  1980.  [Auchenorrhyncha:  Ci-
cadellidae].  J.  Entomol.  Res.  4:85.  Dis-
tribution:  India.

Idioscopus  caprilei  Webb.  1976.  J.  Ento-
mol.  Soc.  S.  Afr  39:  304.  [Auchenor-
rhyncha:  Cicadellidae].  Distribution:  Ni-

geria.  [This  species  is  now  in  the  genus
Pretioscopus]  .

Lepidocyrtus  maldonadoi  Mari  Mutt.  1986.
Carib.  J.  Sci.  22  (1-2):  13.  [Collembola:
Entomobryidae].  Distribution:  Puerto
Rico.

Longurio  maldonadoi  Alexander.  1953.  J.
New  York  Entomol.  Soc.  61:  147.  [Dip-
tera:  Tipulidae].  Distribution:  Venezuela.

Maldonadora  Webb.  1983.  Bull.  Brit.  Mus.
Nat.  Hist.  47:  228.  [Auchenorryncha:  Ci-
cadellidae].

Minasmiris  maldonadoi  Carvalho.  1985.
Rev.  Brasil.  Zool.  3(4):  163.  [Heterop-
tera:  Miridae].  Distribution:  Colombia.

Monobelus  maldonadoi  Ramos.  1957.  J.
Agric.  Univ.  Puerto  Rico  41:  104.  [Au-
chenorrhyncha:  Membracidae].  Distri-
bution:  Puerto  Rico.

Prepops  maldonadoi  Carvalho  and  Pontes.
1973.  Rev.  Brasil.  Biol.  33:  543.  [Het-
eroptera:  Miridae].  Distribution:  Domin-
ican  Republic.

Sthenaridea  maldonadoi  Schuh  and
Schwartz.  1988.  Bull.  Am.  Mus.  Nat.
Hist.  187:  189.  [Heteroptera:  Miridae].
Distribution:  Mexico;  widespread  in
Neotropics.

Wiloatma  caprilesi  Webb.  1983.  Aust.  J.
Zool.  Suppl.  Series  92:  76.  [Auchenor-
rhyncha:  Cicadellidae].  Distribution:
Australia.

Publication  List

The  following  is  a  list  of  Maldonado's
157  scientific  publications.  Most  of  his  pa-
pers  deal  with  various  groups  of  Heterop-
tera,  particularly  the  Reduviidae  and  Miri-
dae.  He  also  conducted  research  in  other  ar-
thropod  groups,  many  of  economic  impor-
tance:  Acari  (Ixodida),  Hemiptera:
Auchenorrhyncha  (Cicadellidae,  Issidae,
and  Tropiduchidae),  Anoplura,  Mallophaga,
Coleoptera  (Scarabaeidae  and  Lymexyloni-
dae),  and  Diptera  (Culicidae,  Syrphidae,
and  Tabanidae).  In  addition,  Maldonado
wrote  about  a  dozen  popular  articles  that
are  not  listed.  We  also  note  that  there  are
several  other  papers  in  preparation  that  will
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include  Maldonado  as  an  author,  but  these
are  not  far  enough  along  to  be  included
here.

1. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1945. The fleas of Puerto
Rico.  Puerto Rico J.  Public  Health Trop.  Med.
21:173-183 [also in Spanish 21: 184-192].

2.  Maldonado Capriles,  J.  1948.  Three new neo-
tropical species of the reduviid genus Ploiaha
Scopoli (Hemiptera). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash.
50: 18-22.

3.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  1948.  A  new  Enico-
cephaliis from Puerto Rico. Proc. Entomol. Soc.
Wash. 50: 159-160.

4. Rehn, J. W. H., J. Maldonado Capriles, and J. M.
Henderson. 1950. Field studies on the bionomics
oi Anopheles albimaniis. Parts II and III: Diurnal
resting places — Progress Report. J. Natl. Malaria
Soc. 9: 268-279.

5.  Drake,  C.  J.  and  J.  Maldonado  Capriles.  1952.
Water striders from Territorio Amazonas, Vene-
zuela. Great Basin Nat. 12: 47-54.

6. Fox, I.  and J.  Maldonado Capriles. 1953. Light
trap studies on mosquitoes and Culicoides in
western Puerto Rico. Mosquito News 13: 165-
166.

7. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1953. Five new neotrop-
ical species of Ghilianella (Hemiptera, Reduvi-
idae). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 55: 189-195.

8.  Maldonado Capriles,  J.  1953.  Redescription of
the genus Burtinus Stal and description of a new
species from Puerto Rico (Hemiptera: Coreidae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 55: 40-44.

9.  Drake,  C.  J.  and  J.  Maldonado  Capriles.  1954.
Puerto Rican water-striders (Hemiptera). Proc.
Biol. Soc. Wash. 67: 219-221.

10. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1954. A note on the ge-
nus Idiotettix Osborn (Homoptera, Cicadellidae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 56: 247-250.

11. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1955. Cryptotylus stonei,
a new tabanid from Venezuela (Diptera, Tabani-
dae). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 57: 189-190.

12.  Maldonado Capriles,  J.  1955.  Four new Vene-
zuelan reduviid bugs. Proc. U.S. Natl. Mus. 104:
105-113.

13.  Drake,  C.  J.  and J.  Maldonado Capriles.  1955.
Some pleids and water-striders from the Domin-
ican Republic (Hemiptera). Bull. Brooklyn En-
tomol. Soc. 51: 53-56.

14.  Drake,  C.  J.  and J.  Maldonado Capriles.  1955.
New apterous Aradidae from Puerto Rico (He-
miptera). J. Wash. Acad. Sci. 45:289-294.

15. Drake, C. J. and J. Maldonado Capriles. 1956. A
remarkable new Rhagovelia from the Dominican
Republic  (Hemiptera:  Veliidae).  Bull.  S.  Cal.
Acad. Sci. 55: 14-17.

16. Maldonado Capriles, J. W. F. Pippin, and M. L.
Kuns. 1958. An annotated check list of the mos-

quitoes of Mona Island, Puerto Rico, and the lar-
va and male of Aedes obturbator D. & K. (Dip-
tera, Culicidae). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 60:
65-68.

17. Maldonado Capriles, J. and S. M. Rafi. 1958. Re-
sults of malariometric surveys performed be-
tween 1939 & 1957 in northern West Pakistan.
Pakistan J. Health 8: 87-90.

18. Drake, C. J. and J. Maldonado Capriles. 1959. A
new  tingid  from  Pakistan  (Hemiptera).  Bull.
Brooklyn Entomol. Soc. 54: 25-26.

19.  Mariota  Trias,  F.  and  J.  Maldonado  Capriles.
1959. Insectos perjudiciales a la cana de azucar
y su combate. Rev. Agric. Puerto Rico 46: 67-
74.

20.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  and  A.  S.  Nasir.  1960.
DDT-resistant adults of Anopheles subpictus in
the Lahore District of West Pakistan. Mosquito
News 20: 52-54.

21. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1960. Assassin bugs of
the genus Ghilianella in the Americas (Hemip-
tera,  Reduviidae,  Emesinae).  Proc.  U.S.  Natl.
Mus. 112: 393-450.

22. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1961. Studies on Idiocer-
inae leafhoppers: l.Idiocerinus Baker, 1915, syn-
onym of Balocha Distant, 1908, and notes on the
species of Balocha (Homoptera: Cicadellidae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 63: 300-308.

23. Maldonado Capriles, J. and C. A. Navarro. 1962.
Number of insect species reported from Puerto
Rico.  Carib.  J.  Sci.  2:  22-26.

24. Gurney A. B. and J. Maldonado Capriles. 1962.
On the cricket Hygronemobius alleni (Morse),
with special reference to a first record of the ge-
nus in Puerto Rico (Orthoptera, Gryllidae). Car-
ib. J. Sci. 2: 156-158.

25. Maldonado Capriles, J. and T H. Farr. 1962. On
some Jamaican Triatominae and Emesinae (Re-
duviidae: Hemiptera). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash.
64: 187-194.

26.  Rivero,  J.  A.,  J.  Maldonado  Capriles,  and  H.
Mayorga. 1963. On the habits and food of Eleu-
therodactyhis karlschmidti Grant. Carib. J. Sci.
3: 25-27.

27. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1963. A new species of
Ghilianella from Haiti (Hemiptera Reduviidae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 65: 64-66.

28. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1964. Studies on Idiocer-
inae leafhoppers: II. The Indian and Philippine
species of Idiocenis and the genus Idioscopus
(Homoptera: Cicadellidae). Proc. Entomol. Soc.
Wash. 66: 89-100.

29. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1965. Studies on Idiocer-
inae leafhoppers: III. On Singh-Pruthi"s Indian
species of Idiocenis (Homoptera, Cicadellidae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 67: 244-246.

30. Drake, C. J. and J. Maldonado Capriles. 1965. A
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new lacebug from Haiti (Hemiptera: Tingidae).
J. Kansas Entomol. Soc. 38: 317-319.

31.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  1966.  Sobre  algunos
emesinos (Reduviidae, Hemiptera) venezolanos y
descripcion  de  nuevas  especies.  Mem.  Soc.
Cienc. Natur. La Salle 26: 195-204.

32.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  1966.  A  note  on  Zan-
chisme (Hemiptera:  Miridae).  Proc.  Entomol.
Soc. Wash. 68: 21-24.

33. Maldonado Capriles, J. and P. H. van Doesburg,
Jr. 1966. On some Emesinae from Dutch Guiana
(Surinam),  with  a  new  species  (Reduviidae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 68: 325-329.

34. Maldonado Capriles, J. and C. A. Navarro. 1967.
Additions and corrections to Wolcott's "Insects
of Puerto Rico." Carib. J.  Sci.  7: 45-64.

35.  Maldonado Capriles,  J.  1968.  Nuevos  y  viejos
emesinos neotropicales (Hemiptera, Reduviidae).
Mem. Soc. Cienc. Nat. La Salle 28: 265-280.

36. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1968. A new genus and
species  of  Deltocephalinae from Puerto Rico
(Homoptera: Cicadellidae). Proc. Entomol. Soc.
Wash. 70: 35-37.

37. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1968. Studies in Idiocer-
inae leafhoppers: IV. A new species of Balocha
and one of Pedioscopits. mimics. Proc. Entomol.
Soc. Wash. 70: 97-100.

38.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  1969.  The  Miridae  of
Puerto Rico (Hemiptera). Tech. Paper No. 45.
Univ. Puerto Rico Agric. Exp. Stn. 133 pp.

39.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  1970.  Descriptions  of
new species of the genus Termatophylidea with
a key to the known species (Hemiptera: Miridae).
Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 72: 119-126.

40. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1970. Studies on Idiocer-
inae leafhoppers: VI, New species of Balocha
from the Papuan Subregion (Homoptera: Cica-
dellidae). Pacific Insects 12: 297-302.

41. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1970. New species in the
genus Sericophanes Reuter (Hemiptera: Miri-
dae). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 72: 98-106.

42. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1971. Studies on Idiocer-
inae leafhoppers: VII: Concerning the Ethiopian
genus Rotifunkia China 1926 (Hom., Cicadelli-
dae). Ann. Entomol. Fenn. 37: 202-204.

43. Keirans, J. E., C. M. Clifford, and J. Maldonado
Capriles. 1971. Argas (Argas) ciulus. new species
(Ixodoidea: Argasidae), from nests of the palm
chat Dulus dominicus in the Dominican Repub-
lic. Ann. Entomol. Soc. Am. 64: 1410-1413.

44.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  and  S.  Medina  Gaud.
1971. A simple way to determine the presence of
the stable fly, Stomoxys calcitrans (L.) (Diptera:
Muscidae),  on  dairy  farms  in  Puerto  Rico.  J.
Agric. Univ. Puerto Rico 55: 259-260.

45.  Maldonado  Capriles,  J.  and  S.  Medina  Gaud.
1971. Distribution and abundance of the cattle
tail louse, Haematopinus quadripertusus Fahr.

(Anoplura, Haematopinidae) in Puerto Rico. J.
Agric. Univ. Puerto Rico 55: 516-517.

46. Maldonado Capriles, J. \91\. Platybasicornis ra-
mosi. a new neotropical genus and species (He-
miptera: Miridae: Hyaliodini). Proc. Entomol.
Soc. Wash. 73: 142-145.

47. Maldonado Capriles, J. 1971. About Idiocerinae
leafhoppers: V. Balcanocerus, a new genus for
Chiinrocerus balcaniciis Zakhvatkin, 1946 (Ho-
moptera:  Cicadellidae).  Proc.  Entomol.  Soc.
Wash. 73: 184-187.

48. Maldonado Capriles, J. and P. S. Fiuza Ferreira.
1971. Carvalhomiris brachypterus, a new mirid
genus and species from Colombia (Hemiptera,
Miridae). Rev. Brasil. Biol. 31: 345-347.

49.  Wygodzinsky,  P.  and  J.  Maldonado  Capriles.
1972. Description of the first genus of physod-
erine assassin bugs (Reduviidae, Hemiptera)
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